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'yR'EFACS. 



These Les80i|s, Jt^-t^e n^me pnporjs, 'ar^>draWii from th^ 
Sacred VoluiiLB,.'aiiil.jariB Almosl j^^irely . in] tl{e language 
of Scripture, translated literally from the original. When 
passages are introduced, not in Scripture lan^age, (chiefly 
sumpiaries of some portion of the narrative,; they are 
enclosed between brackets, and usually distinguished by 
oeing printed in a smaller t3rpe. 

These selections are offered, not as a substitute for 
the Sacred Volume itself, but as an introduction to it ; and 
ihey have been compiled in the hope of their leading to 
a more general and more profitable perusal of the Word 
o£ God. The passages introduced have been chosen, not 
as being of more importance than the rest of Scripture, 
but merely as appearing to be most level to the under- 
gtandinffs of children and youth at School, and also as 
being the best fitted to be read under the direction of 
teachers not necessarily qualified, and certainly not ri*- 
wgnized as teachers of Religion. No passage has either 
been introduced or omitted under the influence of any 
peculiar view of Christianity, doctrinal or practical. 

The plan pursued in this compilation has been to take 
the historical narrative of Scripture as the foundation, 
and to attach to it other portions of Scripture relating 
to the narrative, either from the Old or New Testament 
Thus, after the narrative of the Creation, extracts from 
the book of Psalms referring to the Creation, have been 
introduced : and afler the narrative of the Deluge, there 
have been inserted those comments on that event which 
are to be found in the New Testament. This method 
seems to be calculated at once to teach the use of the 
sacred history, and to fix much of moral and religious in- 
struction on the heart, by associating with it a recital oi 
most interesting facts. The translation has been made 
by a comparison of the Authorised and Douay Versions, 
with the original. The language sometimes of the one, 
and sometimes of the other, has been adopted, and oc- 
ciisionally deviations have been made from both. On 
this point the translator feels that he would require more 

a2 
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indulgence than is likely to be granted to him ; but he 
was compelled by the exigency of the case to undeMake 
the task ; he has done his best to execute it with fidelity, 
and he has been constantly under the eye of persons 
perfectly competent to correct any errors into which he 
might inadvertently fall. This he avers, that he has not 
been influenced in his rendering of any passage by re* 
ference to any peculiar religious views. A few notes, 
chiefly explanatory and practical, have been added. 

The present volume is one of a series, which it is 
propc^ed shall be compiled on similar principles. It 
brin^ down the history to the settlement for a time of 
the Israelites in Egypt, and the death of Joseph. The 
next number, it is mtended, shall be drawn from the 
New Testament. 

The Board of Commissioners of Education earnestly 
and unanimously recommend these Lessons to be used 
in all schools receiving wd from them. They would 
rather trust to a simple recommendation than adopt 
any rule for their use, even bordering upon compulsion ; 
persuaded that if the book be not received willingly, no 
compulsion wiQ secure a cordial and beneficial use of 
it; and confident that an appeal to the good sense and 
good feeling of the Teachers and Conductors of Schools, 
by a Board that honestly desires to promote their well- 
being, and to be on the most fHendly and afiectionate 
terms with them, will be of more avail than the most 
rj^d enactments. ^^ 

The Commissioners offer these extracts from Scrip- 
ture to the careful attention of Teachers and Children, 
not only as truth, but as truth recorded under the in- 
fluence of inspiration ; and truth with which it is of the 
utmost importance for them to be well acquainted. And 
to the religious instructors of the children they cheer- 
fully leave, in communicating that instruction, the use 
of the Sacred Volume itself as containing those doc- 
trines and precepts, a knowledge of which must lie at 
the foundation of all true reli^'on. "The law of the 
Lord is unspotted, converting souls ; tRe testimony of the 
Lord is faitliful, giving wisdom to little ones."* 

• i*sa!m xriii. 8, Donay Vorsion; xi\. Authorise*! Version, 
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SCRIPTUKE LESSONS. 



LESSON 1. 

The Creatioiu 

B. C. 4004. 

FROM GENESIS 1. A>fD H. 



(Jot), in tbe beginning, created the heavens and th« 
earth. And the earth was unformed and empty> 
and darkness was upon the face of the deep> 
?nd the Spirit of God moved over the watera 
And God said, Let light be, and there was light* 
And God saw the light tiiat it was good, and he 
divided the light from the darkness, and he called 
the light Day, and the darkness Night. And the 
evening and the morning were the first day. 

And God said, Let there be a firmament* 
amidst the waters, and let it divide the waters 
from the waters; and Gk)d made a firmament^ 
and divided the waters that were under the firma- 
ment, from those that were above the firmament 
And it was so. ^nd God called the firmament 
Heavens. And the evening and the morning were 
the second day. 

And God said, Let the waters that are under 
the heavens be gathered togeth^ into one place, 

* A FilrmamerU, — By this name Was primarily meant the 
air or atmosphere, which divides the waters on the earth 
from the waters in the clouds ; but the meaning was after- 
wards extended to denote the whole spaca between thu 
earth fuid the most distant stars. 
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and let the dry land appear. And it was so. And 
God called the dry land Earth; and the gathering 
together of the waters he called Seas. And God 
saw that it was good. And God said, Let the 
earth bring forth the green herb, even such as 
may yield seed, and the fruit-tree yielding fruit 
after its kind, which may have seed in itself, 
upon the earth. And it was so. And the earth 
brought forth the green herb, even such as yioldeth 
seed according to its kind, and the tree that bears 
fruit which hath seed in it, according to its kind. 
And God saw that it was good. And the evening 
and the morning were the third day. 

And God said. Let there be light in the firma- 
ment of the heaven to divide between the day and 
the night, and let them be for signs, and for sea- 
sons, and for days, and for years, and let them be 
for lights in the firmament of heaven, to give light 
upon the earth. And God made two great lights, 
the greater light to rule the day, and the lesser 
light to rule the night, and also the stars ; and 
he set them in the firmament of heaven to shine 
upon the earth, and to rule the day and the night, 
and to divide between the Ught and the darkness. 
And God saw that it was good. And the evening 
and the morning were the fourth day. 

And God said, Let the waters bring forth the 
creeping creature having life, and the fowl that 
may fly over the earth on the face of the firma- 
ment of heaven And God created great whales, 
and every living and moving creature, which the 
waters brought forth, according to their kinds, aiul 
every winged fowl according to its kind. And 
God saw that it was good. And God blessed 
them, saying, Be fruitfdl and multiply, and fill 
the waters in the sea, and let the birds be multi- 
plied upon the earth. And the evening and the 
morning were the fifth day. 

And God said, Let the earth bring forth the 
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living creature in its kind, cattle and creeping 
things, and beasts of the earth according to their 
kinds. And it was so. And God made the beasts 
of the earth, according to their kinds, and cattle, 
and every thing that creepeth on the earth, after 
its kind. And God saw that it was good. And 
God said, Let ns make man in our image* and 
likeness, and let him have dominion over the 
fishes of the sea, and the fowls of the air, and 
the beasts, and the whole earth, and every creep- 
ing creature that creepeth upon the earth. And 
God created man in his own image, male and 
female he created them. And God blessed them, 
sajdng. Be fruitful, and multiply, and fill the 
earth, and subdue it, and rule over the fishes of 
the sea, and the fowls of the air, and all living 
creatures, that move upon the earth. And God 
said. Behold I have given you every herb bearing 
seed upon the earth, and all trees that bear in 
themselves seed of their own kind, to be your 
food. And to all beasts of the earth, and to 
every fowl of the air, and to every thing that 
creepeth upon the earth, wherein there is life, 
I have given every green herb to feed upon. And 
it was so. And God saw all the things that he 
had made, and they were very good. And the 
evening and the morning were the sixth day. 

So the heavens and the earth were finished, 
and all their army : and on the seventh day, God 
ended his work, which he had made, and Ik: 
rested on the seventh day from all his work, 
which he had created and done. And he blessed 
the seventh day, and made it holy, because in it 
he had rested from all his work, which he had 
created and done. 



• This image of Grod in man, is not in the body, but in 
the soul. 
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WOUDS, &C. TO BB KXPIiAINED IN LE8?OH 1. 

Greation, Firmament, Multipl^r,^ 

Unformed, Herb, Dominion 

r>eep, Its kmd, FowL 



QUESTIONS ON LESSON 1. 

What is the subject of this Lesson F 
What did God do in the beginning ? 
What was the appearance of the earth ? 
What did the Spirit of God do ? 
Tell me the first thing that Grod said ? 
What names did God give the %ht and the darkness ? 
What did God say on the second day ? 
What is meant by the word firmament ? 
What "did God first do on the third day ? 
What next? 

What did Grod do on the fourth day ? 
For what purpose were these lishts created? 
What did God create on the fifm day ? 
What did God first do on the sixth day ? 
What creature did G^ last create ? 
What did God say when he was goin^ to create man ? 
When God had viewed all that he nad made, what iSk\ 
he say? 

What day did God bless ? 

Why did he do so? 

Were vegetables or animab created first ? 

What kind of iwiimala were first created ? 

Repeat the work of each day ? 



LESSON II. 

Hymns of Praise to God an the Creation. JEx' 
traded from the booh ef Psalms. 

Bless the Lord, my sotiL O Lord my God, 
thou art exceedingly great, thou art clothed with 
honour and majesty, and art covered with light 
as with a garment : who stretchest out the hea- 
▼eu like a curtain ; who constructeth his upper 



diambers in tiie waters ; who maketli tlie blonds 
his chariot : who walketh upon the wings of the 
wind : who maketh his angels spmts, and his 
ministers a burning fire : who founded the earth 
upon its own bases; it E^iall not be moTod for 
ever. Thou coveredst it with the deep as with a 
garment ; the waters stood above the mountains. 
At thy rebuke they fled, at the voice of thy thun- 
der they hasted away. The mountains ascend, 
and the valleys descend into the place which thou 
hast founded for them. Thou hast set a bound 
that they shall not pass over, neither shall they 
return to cover the earth. 

He sendeth forth springs in the vales; they 
run between the hills. They give drink to every 
beast of ike field ; the wild asses quench their 
thirst. By them shall the fowls of the heaven 
ioave their dwelling, which give forth their voices 
among the branches. He watereth the hills from 
his uppw chambws ; the earth shall be filled with 
the fruit of thy works, bringing forth grass for 
cattle, and herb for the service of man, that he 
may bring bread out of the earth ; and wine that 
may cheer the heart of man, and oil to make 
his face to shine, and bread to strengthen man's 
heart. 

The <a:ees of Jehov^ are filled, and the cedars 
of Lebanon which he hath planted. There the 
birds make their nests. The fir-trees are the 
house of the stork. The high hills are a refuge 
for the antelope^ and the rocks for the shaphans.* 



* Shaphans, rendered Conies in tlie Autiiorised Version, 
and Irchins in the Douay ; an animal now generally be- 
lieved to be somewhat like a rabbit, which inhabits the rocks 
of mount Libanus. This animal is called the Daman- 
Israel, and agrees to the various notices of the Shaphan in 
Scripture. We have given the original Hebrew name 
Shaphan, having no name equivalent to it in English. 
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He made the moon for seasons : the sun 
knoweth his going down. Thou appointedst 
darkness and it is night : in it all the beasts of 
the wood go about, the young lions roaring after 
their prey, and seeking their meat from God. 
The sun ariseth, they gather themselves together, 
and lay them down in their dens. Man goetb 
forth to his work, and to his labour, until the 
evening. 

How great are thy works, Lord ! In wisdom 
hast thou made them aU : the earth is filled with 
thy riches : so is this great sea, which stretcheth 
mde its arms.*. There are creeping things with- 
out number, creatures little and great. There go 
the ships; there is that leviathanf which thou 
hast formed to play therein. These all wait upon 
thee, that thou inayest give them their food in 
due season. That which thou givest them, they 
gather. Thou openest thy hand, they are filled 
with good. Thou hidest thy face, they are trou- 
bled: thou takest away their breath, they die. 
and return to their dust. Thou sendest forth thy 
Spirit, they are created; and thou rene west the 
face of the earth. 

May the glory of the Lord endure for ever : 
the Lord shall rejoice in his works. He looketh 
on the earth and maketh it tremble ; he toucheth 
the mountains and they smoke. I will sing to 
the Lord as long as I live. I will sing praise to 
my God while I have my being. My meditation 
of him shall be sweet ; and I will delight in the 
Lord. Let sinners be consumed out of the earth, 
and the unjust so that they be no more. my 
soul, bless thou the Lord. AUelujah. Psalm civ.J 

The heavens shew forth the glory of God ; and 



^ Literally, wide of hands, 

' Or, Ora^^on. 

: ciiL of the Douay translation. 
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the firmament declo-eth the works of his hand. 
Day to day uttereth speech, and night to night 
s^eweth knowledge. There is no speech, no lan- 
guage, their voice is not heard ; yet their soimd 
hath gone forth into all the earth, and their words 
unto the end of the world. 

He hath set a tabema<jle in them for the sun, 
and he as a bridegroom coming out of his bride- 
chamber, rcjoiceth as a giant to run his course. 
His going out is from the end of heaven, and his 
circuit even to the end thereof, and nothing is 
bid from the heat thereof. 

The law of the Lord is unspotted, converting 
souls ; the testimony of the Lord is faithfrd, giving 
wisdom to little ones. The visitations of the Lord 
are right, rejoicing the heart. The command of 
the Lord is bright, enlightening the eyes. The 
fear of the Lord is holy, enduring for ever and 
ever. The judgments of the Lord are truth, they 
are justified together. More to be desired than 
gold and many precious jewels, and sweeter than 
honey and the honeycomb. For by them is thy 
servant cnlif^htened, and in keeping them there is 
great reward. 

AVho can understand his errors ? From secret 
errors cleanse me, Lord. Keep back thy ser- 
vant from the proud ; let them not have dominion 
over me. Then shall I be without spot, and I 
shall be cleansed from great sin. Let the words 
of my mouth, and the meditations of my heart, 
be acceptable in thy sight, Lord, my strength 
and my liedeemer. Psalm xix.» 

• xviiL of the Douay Version. 
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WOROg^ &C. TO UK EXPUklNED IN M5880« Wl 



Crarment, 
Gonstructeth, 



Rebuke^ 
Quench^ 
Cheor» 



Refuge, 

ShapEans, 

Den, 

Ajcceptable, 

Uttereth, 

Tabernacle,. 



Bridegroom, 

Circuit, 

ConvertiBg, 

Testimony, 

Jewels, 

Meditation. 



LESSON Hi. 



Adam placed in Paradise. The History of th^ 
Creation of the woman. 

B. C. 4004. 

'from genesis It. 

And the Lord God fashioned man of dust from 
the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the 
breath of life, and man became a living souL And 
the Lord God had from the beginning* planted 
a garden in Eden,t wherein he placed the man 
whom he had formed. And the Lord God made 
to spring out of the ground every tree that was 
lovely to behold, and good for food, the tree of life 
in the midst of Paradise, and the tree of the 
knowledge of good and evil. And a river went 
out of Eden to water the garden, which from 
thence is divided into four heads. The name of 
the first is Pison, the name of the second is Gihon, 
the name of the third is Hiddekel [or Tigris,] 
which passes along by the Assyrians, and the 
name of the fourth is Euphrates. 



* Or, eastward. The Hebrew word has both significatioiiA. 

f Eden signifies pleasure, and may be rendered either as 
a proper name, or as an epithet denoting the character of 
the garden. ^ 



18 

And the Lord God put the man into .the plea- 
sant garden to dress it and keep it. And he com- 
manded him, saying, Of every tree of the garden 
thou shalt eat, but of the tree of the knowledge 
of good and evil thou shalt not eat, for in what 
day soever thou shalt eat of it, thou shalt surely 
die. 

And the Lord God said, It is not good for the 
man to be alone, I will make for him a help suited 
to him. And the Lord God had formed out of 
the ground all the beasts of the earth, and all the 
fowls of the air, and had brought them to Adam 
to see what he would call them, for whatsoever 
Adam called every living creature, that was its 
name. And Adam called all the beasts by their 
names, and all the fowls of the air, and all the 
cattle of the field : but for Adam there was not 
found a helper like himself. And the Lord God 
caused a deep sleep to fall upon Adam, and when 
he was fast asleep, he took one of his ribs a^d 
fiUed up flesh for it. And the Lord God formed 
the rib which he had taken from Adam into a 
woman, and brought her to Adam. And Adam 
said. This is now bone of my bones, and flesh of 
my flesh : she shall be called Woman because she 
was taken out of man. Wherefore a man shall 
leave father and mother, and shall cleave to his 
wife, and they two shall be one flesh. And they 
were both naked, the man and his wife, and were 
not ashamed. 



liORD our Lord, how admirable is thy name 
in the whole earth, who hast set thy glory above 
the heavens! Out of the mouth of infants and of 
sucklings thou hast perfected praise, because of 
thine enemies, that thou mightest silence the 
enemy and the avenger. 
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When I consider thy heavens, the work of thy 
fingers, the moon and stars, which thou hast 
ordained ; what is man, that thou art mindfiil of 
him ? or the son of man, that thou visitest him ? — 
Thou hast made him a little lower than the angels; 
tliou hast crowned him with glory and honoiu* ; 
and hast set him over the works of thy hands. — 
Thou hast put aU things under his feet, aU sheep 
and oxen, yea, and the beasts of the field, the 
birds of tl^e air, the fishes of the sea, that pass 
through the paths of the sea. O Lord our Lord, 
how admirable is thy name in all the earth ! 

Psalm viii. 



WORDS, &C., TO BE fiXPIiAINED IN LESSON lU. 

Fashioned, Rites, Sucklings, 

Nostrils, Cleave, Avenger, 

Suited, Admirable, Put under his feet. 



QUESTIONS ON LESSON UI. 

Op what did (xod make man ? 

How did man become a living soul ? 

Where did God place man P 

WTiat was in the middle of the garden ? 

The river that watered the garden divided into four 

what were their names ? 

When God had placed man in the garden, what did he 
forbid him to do ? 

How was he to be punished if he dbobeyed ? 

Why was Eve created P 

Who gave names to the various animals P 

How waa Eve formed ? 

What did Adam say, when Gk)d brought Eve to him f 
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LESSON IV. 

The Fall of Adam and Eve into Sin. 

B. C. 4004* 

FROM GENESIS III. 

Now the serpent was more subtle than any 
beast of the earth which the Lord God had made. 
And he said to the woman, Hath God commanded 
you, that you should not eat of every tree of the 
garden ? . And the woman said unto the serpent, 
Of the fruit of the trees that are in Paradise we 
do eat, but of the fruit of the tree which is in 
the midst of Paradise, God hath commanded. Ye 
shall not eat of it, neither touch it, lest ye die. — 
And the serpent sai4 to the woman. Ye shall not 
die, for God doth know, that in what day soever 
ye shall eat thereof, your eyes shall be opened, 
and ye shall be as Gods, knowing good and evil 
And the woman saw that the tree waa good for 
food, and pleasant to the eyes, and desirable to 
make one wise, and she took of the fruit of it, 
and did eat, and gave to her husband, and he did 
eat. And the eyes of them both were opened ; 
and when they perceived themselves to be naked, 
they sewed together fig-leaves, and made them- 
selves aprons. 

And uiey heard the voice of the Lord God walk- 
ing in the garden in the afternoon air of the day ; 
and they hid themselves from the presence of the 
Lord God amongst the trees of the garden. And 
the Lord God called Adam, and said to him. 
Where art thou ? And he said, I heard thy voice 
in the garden, and I was afraid, because I was 
naked, and I hid myself. And he said to him. 
Who hath told thee that thou wast naked ? hast 
thou eaten of the tree whereof I commanded thee 
that thou shouldst not eat ? And Adam said. The 
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woman whom thou gayest to be my companion, 
gave me of the tree, and T did eat. And the 
Lord God said to the woman, Why hast thou 
done this ? And she answered, The serpent de- 
ceived me and I did eat. And the Lord God 
said to the serpent, Because thou hast done this 
thing, thou art cursed among all cattle, and beasts 
of the earth ; upon thy beUy shalt thou go, and dust 
shalt thou eat all the days of thy life. And I will 
put enmities between thee and the woman, and 
between her seed and thy seed ; it shall crurfi thy 
head, and thou shalt lie in wait for his heel.* — 
To the woman also he said, f will multiply thy 
sorrows and thy conceptions ; in sorrow sh^t thou 
bring forth children, and thou shalt be under 
thy husband's power, and he shall have dominion 
over thee. And to Adam he said. Because thou 
hast hearkened to the voice of thy wife, and hast 
eaten of the tree, whereof I commanded thee, 
that thou shouldst not eat, cursed is the ground 
for thy sake ; with labour and toil shalt thou eat 
thereof all the days of thy life. Thorns and 
thistles shall it bring forth to thee; and thou 
shalt eat the herbs of the earth. In the sweat of 
thy face shalt thou eat bread, till thou return to 
the earth, out of which thou wast taken; for 
dust thou art, and into dust shalt thou return. 
And Adam called the name of his wife Eve, be- 
cause she was the mother of aU the living. And 
the Lord God sent him out of the garden of Eden 
to till the earth from which he was taken. And 
he cast out Adam, and placed before the Para- 
dise of delight Cherubims and a flaming sword. 



* It thall crush, &c. ipsa, ske^ the woman ; so divers of 
the fiftthers read this place conformably to the Latin ; others 
read it ipsum, viz. the seed. The sense is the same ; for it 
U by her seed Jesus Christy that the woman crushes the 
serpent^s head — Note io the Douay Version on GFen. iii. 15. 
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tdming every way, to keep the way to the tree 
of life. 

[The history of the fall of Adam and Eve, is thus com- 
mented upon bj the Apostle Paul : — ] 

Wherefore by one man, sin entered into the 
world, and death by sin, and so death passed 
upon all men, for that all have sinned : — As by 
the disobedience of one man, many were made 
sinners ; so also by the obedience of one, many 
shall be justified.* — For as in Adam aU die, so 
in Christ shall all be made alive ; but every one 
in his own order, Christ the first fruits, then they 
that are Christ's at liis coming. The first Adam 
was made a living soul, the last Adam a quicken- 
ing spirit. The first man is of the earth, earthy; 
the second man from heaven, heavenly .f Such 
as is the earthly, such also are the earthly ; and 
such as is the heavenly, such are they that are 
heavenly. Therefore as we have borne the image 
of the earthly ; let us bear also the image of the 
heavenly.} 



WORDS, &C. TO BE EXPLAINED UX LESSON 17. 

Subtle, Deceived, Commented, 

Be as Grods, Enmity, Apostle, 

Aprons, Thy seed, First fruits. 

Companion, Sweat of thy face, Quickening. 



QUBSTIONS ON LESSON TV. 

What is the subject of this Lesson P 
What is the character given of the serpent T 
What did the serpent say to Eve ? 
What answer did she give him ? 



* Rom. v. 12 and 19. f 1 Cor. xv. 

I Heavenly ; or the Lord from heaven. 
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What reaHon did the serpent give for God's forbldcOD; . 
Adam and Eve to eat of the fruit of this tree ? 
Did Eve take of the fruit ? 
Flow did Adam get the fruit ? 
Why did they hide themselves amon? the trees P 
What did God say to Adam ? 
What excuse did he make ? 
What did Eve say? 
What did (rod say to the serpent ? 
What is meant by the seed of the woman ? 
WTiat was the seed of the woman to do ? 
What was Eve*s punishment ? 
What was Adam s ? 

WTiat do you mean by returning to dust ? 
How was Adam prevented from approaching the tree of 

Why has death passed upon all men ? 

WTio is this one by whom many shall be Justified? 

What do you mean by Christ being the nrst fruits P 



LESSON V. 

Cain and Abel, 

B. C. 3875. 

FROM GENESIS IV. 

[Cain was the first born son of Adam, and Abel hic 
second son.] Abel was a shepherd, and Cain a 
tiller of ground. And it came to pass, at the 
end of days, that Cain brought of the fruits of the 
earth, gifts to the Lord. Abel also offered of the 
firstlings of his flock, and of their fat. And the 
Lord had respect to Abel, and to his oflerings. 
But to Cain and to his offerings, he had not 
respect. And Cain was exceedmgly angry, and 
his countenance felL And Cain said to Abel his 
brother, Let us go forth abroad. And when they 
were in the field, Cain rose up against Abel hip 
brother, and slew him. And the Lord said to 
Cain, Where is thy brother Abel ? And he an- 
swered, I know not : Am I my brother's keeper? 
And he said, What hast thou done ? The voice 
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of thy brother's blood crioth to me from the oarth. 
Now therefore, cm«ed shalt thou be upon tho 
earth, which hath opened her mouth, and received 
the blood of thy brother at thy hand. When 
thou shalt till the ground, it shall not yield to 
thee its fruit ; a ftigitive and a vagabond shaJt 
thou be upon the earth. And 'Cain said, My 
iniquity is greater than that it may be forgiven. 
Behold, thou dost cast me out this day, from the 
face of the earth, and I shall be hidden from thy 
face, and I shall be a vagabond and a fugitive 
on the earth ; every one, therefore, that findeth 
me shall kill me.* And the Lord said to him. 
Therefore, whosoever shall kill Cain, shall be pun- 
ished seven fold. And the Lord set a mark upon 
Cain, that whosoever found him should not kill him. 

And Cain went out from the face of the Lord, 
and dwelt as a fugitive! on the earth, at the east 
side of Eden. Cain then built a city and caUed 
it after the name of his son Enoch. 

Among the descendants of Cain was Jabal, the 
father of such as dwell in tents, and of herds- 
men : also Jubal, who was the father of them 
that play upon the harp and the organ : also 
Tubal Cain, who was a sharpener and artificer 
of every insfcrumont of brass and iron. 

[Referring to the history of Own and Abel, the New 
Testament says :] 



* Every one that findeth me shall kill me — His guilty con- 
science made him fear his brothers and nephews, of whom, 
by this time, -there might be a good number upon the earth; 
which had now endured nearlj 1 30 years, as may be ga- 
thered from G«n. v. 3. compared with chap. iv. 25, though 
in the compendious account given in the Scriptures, only 
Cain and Abel are mentioned. 

•f Dwelt as a fugitive on the earth — The Authorised Version 
of Scripture, instead of these words, says, dwelt in the land 6J 
Nod. liod signifies /u^iVttv, and is the same word that is so 
rendered in Gen. iv. 14. 
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By faith Abel offered unto God a more ex- 
cellent sacrifice than Gain, by which he obtained 
the testimuny that he was just, God giving testi- 
mony to liis gifts ; and by it he being dead yet 
speaketh.* In this the children of God are mani- 
fest, and the children of the devU.. Whosoever is 
not just (or righteous) is not of God, nor he that 
loveth not his brother. For this is the declara- 
tion which ye hoard from the beginning, that ye 
should love one another. Not as Cain, who was 
of the wicked one, and kiUed his brother. And 
wherefore did he kill him? Because his own 
works were wicked, and his brother's just-f 



WORDS, &C. TO BE EXPLAINED IN LESSON V. 

Husbandman, Fugitive, Apostle, 

Virstlings, Vagabond, Comment, 

Respect, Iniquity, Manifest, 

Countenance fell. Descendants, Declaration, 

Till, Artificer, The wicked one. 



QUESTIONS ON LESSON ?. 

Wko was Adam*s first son ? 
Tell me the name of the second ? 
How did these two employ themselves ? 
What did Cain offer to the Lord ? 
^VTiat was Abel's offering ? 
Which of the offerings did God accept ? 
What effect did this produce on Cain ? 
What did Cain do? 
What question did (xod put to Cain ? 
What was Cain's answer? 
How was Cain to be punished ? 
What did he say of his punishment? 
What means did God take to prevent Cam being killed ? 
Where did Cain go to ? 
What was the name of the city that he built ? 
Who were his sons? and for what were they distinguished ? 
\Miat does the apostle John say concerning the history of 
Cain and Abel ? 



♦ Heb. XI. 4, f 1 John ilL 
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LESSON VI. 



History of Adam's Posterity, till the Delug,e. 
From B. C. S875, to B. C. 2348. 



FROM OBNBSIS V. 

[CAEf, aAer the death of hig brother, went forth from 
the presence of the Lord, and dwelt on the east ot 
Paradise, and there he built a city, and called it after 
the name of his son Enoch. Among his posterity wa» 
Lamech, who was also a murderer, and was the first who 
bad more wives than one. Lameoh had three sons and 
a daughter by his two wives. The name of the first son 
was Jabal, who was the first of those who dwell in tent«v 
and have cattle; the name of the second was Jubal, 
who was the father of them that play on the harp and 
the organ: and the name of the third was Tubal Cair, 
who was the first workman in brass or copper, and iron. 

After the departure of Cain to the eastward of Para- 
dise, God gave to Adam and Eve another son instead 
of Abel, whom Cain slew, whose name was Seth. Adam 
was 130 years old when Seth was bom, and he lived 
afterwards 800 years, so that his age at the time of his 
death was 930 years. Seth lived to the age of 912 
years. The name of his eldest son was Enos, who lived 
905 years. The eldest son of Enos was Cainan, who 
lived 910 years. ITie eldest son of Cainan was Ma- 
laleel, who lived 895 years. The eldest son of Malaleel 
was Jared, who lived 962 years. The eldest son of Jared 
was Enoch, who lived 365 years, and did not die, but 
was translated to heaven without dying — ^Enoch walked 
with God and pleased him, which was the reason of 
his not dying, but being removed to heaven. Enoch was 
a prophet, and the Apostle Jude has preserved a pro- 
phecy that he delivered. In his epistle in the New Testa- 
ment, Jude says:] * Now of these [wicked persons] 
Enoch, the seventh from Adam, prophesied, saying. 
Behold the Lord cometh with thcmsands of hia 
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saints, to execute judgment upon all, and to 
reprove the ungodly for all the works of their 
ungodliness, wliich they hare ungodlily commit- 
ted, and for all the hard speeches which ungodly 
simiers have spoken against God.' [Tha eldest son 
of Enoch was Memuselah, who lived 969 years, his age being 
the longest on record. The eldest son of Methuselah, was 
Lamech, who lived 777 years. The eldest son of Lamech was 
Noah. When Noah was 500 years old, he had three sons, 
whose names were Shem, Ham, and Japheth.] 



From Psalm xc* 

Lord, thou hast been our refuge from genera- 
tion to generation. Before the mountains wer^ 
brought forth, or the earth was formed, and the 
world; even from eternity to eternity thou art 
God. Thou makest man return to destructionj 
and sayest. Return, ye children of Adam. 

For a thousand years in thy sight are as yester- 
day when it is past, and as a watch in the night. 
Thou makest them to flow away. They are as a 
sleep. In the morning man is changed like grass 
In the morning he flourishes, and grows up ; in 
the evening he is cut down, and withers. For 
we are wasted away by thine anger, and con- 
foimded by thine indignation. Thou hast set our 
iniquities before thee, our secret sins in the light 
of thy countenance. We spend our years like a 
tale. The days of our years are threescore years 
and ten ; but if by reason of strength, they be 
fourscore years, yet is their multitude labour and 
sorrow, for the cutting off hastens on, and we 

> Psalm Ixxxix. Douay VersioQ. 

Digitized byCjOOQlC 



23 



fly away. \Vbo knoweth the power of thine an- 
ger ? Even as thy fear is thine anger. So teach 
us to numher our days that we may apply our 
hearts to wisdom. Return, Lord, how long, 
and have compassion on thy servants. O satisfy 
us early with thy mercy, that we may rejoice and 
be glad all our days 



WORDS, 


&0. TO BB EXPLATNED Tlf LESSON VI. 


Posterity, 


Epistle, 


Withers, 


Tents, 


Execute, 


CJonfounded, 


Brass, 


. Reprove, 


Indignation, 


Copper, 


Hard speeches. 
Walked with, 


Iniquities, 


Departure, 


Countenance, 


Eastward, 


Reconl, 


Score, 


Slew, 


Refuge, 


Number our da)-s, 


Translated, 


Generation, 


Apply, 


Prophet^ 


Brought forth, 


Compassion, 


Apostle, 


Eternity, 


Afflicted, 


Prophecy, 


Watch, 


Direct. 



«|UE8TIOIfS ON LBSSOM Vl. 

What did Cain do after his brother's death ? 

What was the name of the city that he built ? 

Can you tell me any thing of Lamech ? 

What is told us of the descendants of Lamech? 

Of whom was Lamech the father ? 

What is told of Jabal? 

What is told of Jubal ? 

What is told us of Tubal Cain ? 

What was the same of tiie third son ffiven to Adam and 
Ere? ^ 

How old was Adam when he died f 

Can you tell me any thing concerning Enoch P 

WTiat prophecy or Enoch is mentioned by the Apostle 
Jude? 

Who was the oldest man that ever lived ? 

Whose son was he ? 

Whose son was Noah ? 

Tell me the aames of his sonsf i 
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LESSON VIL 

The Deluge. 

B. C. 2348. 

FROM GENESIS VI. TO Vin. 

And God saw that the wickedness of man was 
great on the earth, and that every imagination of 
the thoughts of his heart was only evil all the day. 
And the Lord repented that ho had made man on 
the earth, and it grieved him inwardly. And 
the Lord said, I will destroy man whom I have 
created, from the face of the earth, hoth man and 
beasts, and creeping thing, and fowls of the air, 
for it repenteth me that I have made them. But. 
Noah found grace in the eyes of the Lord. Noah 
was a just and perfect man in his generations*, 
und Noah walked with God. And the earth was 
corrupt before God ; and the earth was filled with 
violence. And when God had seen that the earth 
was corrupted, for all flesh had corrupted its way 
upon tho earth, he said to Noah, The end of aU 
flesh is come before me ; the earth is filled with 
violence through them, and I will destroy them 
with the earth: make thee an ark of cypressi 
wood. Little rooms shalt thou make in the ark, 
and thou shalt pitch it within and without. And 
thus shalt thou make it : the length of the ark 
shall be three hundred cubits, the breadth of it 
fifky cubits, and the height of it thirty cubits. 
Thou shalt make a window in the ark, and in a 
cubit fihalt thou finish the top of it ; and the doors 
of the ark shalt thou set in the side of it : with 
lower, second and third stories shalt thou make it. 
And behold I will bring the waters of ai great flood 
upon the earth, to destroy all flesh wherein is the 
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breath of life under heaven ; and every thitig that 
is in the earth shall die. But 1 will establish my 
covenant with thee, and thou shalt enter into the 
ark, thou and thy sons, and thy wife, and thy sons' 
wives with thee. And of every Kving thing, of aD 
flesh, two of every kind shalt thou bring into the 
ark, that they may live with thee : they shaU be 
male and female. Of fowls according to their 
kind, and of beasts according to their kind, and 
of every creeping thing that creepeth on the earth, 
according to its kind : — two of every sort shall go 
in with thee that they may live. Thou shalt take 
unto thee of aU food that may be eaten, and thou 
shalt lay it up with thee, and it shall be food 
for thee and for them. 

And Noah did according to all things that God 
commanded him. So did he. And the Lord said 
unto him. Go in, thou and all thy house, into the 
ark, for thee have I seen upright before me, in this 
generation. Of every clean beast, thou shalt take 
to thee seven and seven, the male and his female; 
and of beasts that are not clean, two by two, the 
male and his female ; of the fowls of the au* also 
seven and seven, the male and his female, that 
seed may be kept alive upon the face of the whole 
earth. For yet seven days, and I will cause it 
to rain upon the earth forty days and forty nights ; 
and every living substance that I have made wiU 
I destroy from off the face of the earth. And 
Noah did according to all that the Lord commanded 
him. And Noah was six himdred years old, when 
the waters of the flood overflowed the earth. 
And Noah went in, and his sons, and the wives of 
his sons with him, into the ark, because of the 
waters of the flood. 

And it came to pass after seven days, that the 
waters of the flood were upon the earth. In the 
six hundredth year of the life of Noah, in the se- 
cond month, in the soventeentli day of the month, 
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all the fountains of the great deep were broken up, 
and the flood-gates of heaven were opened, and 
the rain fell upon the earth forty days and forty 
nights ; and the waters increased and bare up the 
ark, and it was lifted up high above the earth, and 
the ark was carried upon the face of the waters, 
and all the high mountains under the whole hea- 
ven were covered. The water was fifteen cubits 
higher than the mountains which it covered, and 
all flesh was destroyed that moveth upon the eartJi, 
both of fowl and of cattle, and of beasts, and of 
all creeping things that creep ui)on the earth, and 
all men ; and Noah only remained, and they that 
were with him in the ark. 



WORDS, &C. TO BE EXPLAINED IN LESSON VH. 

Deluge, All flesh, Covenant, 

Imagination, Ark, Their kind, 

Found grace, Pitch, Thy house. 

Corrupt, Cubit, Upright, 

Violence, Flood, Came to pass. 



QUESTIONS ON LESSON YIl. 

Wht did God repent of having made man ? 

"What did he say that he would do ? 

Why did Noah find favour with God ? 

What was Noah told to do ? 

Who were the persons that were to enter the ark f 

Were there any other creatures ? 

How many of each ? 

What was the age ^ Noah, at the time of the flood f 

How lone did it raj \? 

How high was the water above the mountains? 
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LESSON VIII. 

B. C. 2347. 

Same subject continued. 

And Goa remembered Noah, and all the living 
creatures, and all the cattle that were with him 
in the ark ; and God brought a wind upon the 
earth, and the waters were abated. The foun- 
tains also of the deep, and the flood-gates of hea- 
ven were shut up, and the rain from heaven was 
restrained, and the waters returned from off the 
earth, going on returning; and after 150 days, 
tb^ waters were abated. And the ark rested in 
the seventh month, the seven and twentieth day 
of the month, on the mountains of Ararat. And 
the waters continued to decrease till the tenth 
month, for, in the tenth month, on the first day 
of the month, the tops of the mountains appeared. 
And, after forty days, Noah opened the window 
in the ark which he had made, and sent forth a 
raven, which went forth to and fro, until the waters 
were dried up from the earth. And he sent out 
also a dove from him, to see if the waters were 
abated from off the face of the ground. But the 
dove found no rest for the sole of her foot, and 
she returned unto him into the ark, for the waters 
were upon the face of the whole earth, and he 
[)Ut forth hia hand and caught her, and brought 
her in unto him into the ark. And he waited yet 
other seven days, and again put forth the dove 
out of the ark, and she came to him in the evem'ng, 
and lo! an olive leaf plucked off was in her mouth. 
And he stayed yet other seven days, and he sent 
forth the dove, which returned not again to him 
any more. And it was, that, in the six hundredth 
and first year, the first month, the first day of the 
month, the waters were dried up from off the 
eaii>h, and Noah opened the covering of the ark, 
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%XiA looked and saw that the face of the earth Wd^ 
iry. And in the second month, on the seven and 
twentieth day of the month, was the earth dry. 

And God spoke to Noah, saying, Go out of the 
ark, thou and thy wife, thy sons, and the wives of 
thy sons with thee. And Noah went forth, and 
his sons, and his wife, and liis sons' wives with 
him, every beast, and every creeping thing that 
creepeth upon the earth according to their kinds. 
And Noah built an altar unto the Lord, and took 
of every clean beast, and of every clean fowl, and 
offered burnt offerings upon the altar. And the 
Lord smelled a sweet savour, and said, I wiU not 
again curse the earth for the sake of man, for the 
imagination of man's heart is evil from his youth; 
neither will I again destroy every living thing, as 
I have done. While the earth remaineth, seed- 
time and harvest, cold and heat, and summer and 
winter, and night and day shall not cease. 

[The history of the Deluge is thus referred to in the 
New Testament: — ] 

For this they [the scoffers] wilHngly are ignorant 
of, that the heavens were of old, and the earth 
out of the water, and through the water, standing 
together by the word of God, whereby the world 
that then was, being overflowed with water, 
perished. But the heavens and the earth which 
are now, by the same word, are kept in store, re- 
served unto fire, against the day of judgment and 
perdition of imgodly men. But, of this one thing 
be not ignorant, my beloved, that one day with the 
Lord is as a thousand years, and a thousand years 
as one day. The Lord delayeth not his promise, 
as some account delay; but is long-suffering 
towards you, not willing that any should perish, 
but that aU should come to penitence. But the 
day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night, 
in which the hea^ ens shall pass away with great 
violence and noise, and the elements shall melt 
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with heat ; the earth also and the works that are 
in it shall be burnt up. Seeing, then, that aU these 
things are being dissolved, what manner of per- 
sons ought ye to be found, in all holy conversation 
and godliness ; looking for, and hasting unto the 
coming of the day of the Lord, by which the 
heavens, being on fire, shall be dissolved, and the 
elements shall melt with burning heat; but wo 
look for new heavens and a new earth, in which 
justice dwells. Wherefore, dearly beloved, see- 
ing that ye look for these things, be diligent that 
ye may be found of him in peace, unspotted, and 
without blame.* 

[Ajrain] As the days of Noah were, so shall 
also the coming of the Son of Man be. For, as 
in the days that were before the flood, they were 
eating and drinking, marrying and giving in mar- 
riage, even till the day in which Noah entered into 
the ark, and they knew not till the flood came, and 
took them all away : so shall also the coming of 
the Son of Man be. Wherefore be ye also ready, 
because, at an he dr that ye know not, the Son of 
Man will come.f 

[Again] If God spared not the ancient world, 
but preserved Noah the eighth person, a preachei 
of righteousness, bringing in the flood upon the 
world of the ungodly: the Lord knoweth how 
to deliver the godly from temptation ; but to re- 
serve the imjust unto the day of judgment to bt 
punished.^ 

By faith, Noah, having been divinely admo- 
nished of things not seen as yet, moved with fear, 
framed the ark for the saving of his house ; by 
which he condemned the world, and became heir 
of the justice (or righteousness) which is by faith, g 



• 9 Pet. ill. 5. t Matt. xxiv. 37—39, 44. 

I 2 Pet iL 4^^. I Heb. xi. 7. 
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WOBIW, &C. TO BB XXPhAlftEV ID 1.889011 mi. 



Abated, 
The deep. 
Decrease, 
Plucked, 
Clean beast, 
Altar, 


Seed time. 

Cease, 

Scoffers, 

Reserved, 

Delayeth, 

Manner, 


Day of the Lord, 

Elements, 

Dissolved, 

Son of Man, 

Ancient, 

Heir. 


Savour, 


Conversation, 





QUESTIONS ON LESSON Vni. 

What means did God make use of to free the earth from 
the water ? 

On what mountain did the ark rest ^ 

What did Noah first do to know if the waters were abated ? 

What did he next do ? 

What did the dove bring him ? 

Did the dove return, when pent out a third time ? 

When the waters were dried up, what did God tell !N'oah 
to<lo? 

What was the first thing that Noah dl 1 after comiiii?' out 
of the ark ? 

What did God say in eonsefjuence of this ? 

What are scofi^ers willingly ignorant of? 

AVhat is to happen to the earth at the day cf judgment ? 

Why has God delayed the punishment so long ? 

Do we know when the world is to be destroyed by fire ? 

How were people employed when the flood came ? 

How will they be employed when the Son of Man comes ? 

Why ought we to be prepared? 

Why did Noah prepare an ark ? 



LESSON IX. 

History of the World from the Deluge till the 

Call of Ahram. 

From B.C.2347, to B.C. 1921. 

FROM GENES.S IX. X. AND XI 

xVnd God blessed Noah and his sons, and said 
unto thorn, Be fruitful and multiply, and replenish 
the earth, and the fear and dread of you shall 
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be npon all the beasts of the earth, and upon all 
the fowls of the air, and upon aU that move on 
the earth, and upon all the fishes of the sea : 
into your hand they are deKvered. Every thing 
that moveth and Hveth shall be meat for you, 
even as the green herb, have 1 delivered them all 
to you. Saving that flesh with the life of it, 
that is, the blood of it, ye shall not eat. And 
surely your blood of your lives wiQ 1 require ; at 
the hand of every beast will I require it, and at 
the hand of man ; at the hand of every man's 
brother will I require the life of man. Whosoever 
sheddeth man's blood, by man shall his blood 
be shed ; for in the image of God made he man. 
And you, be ye firuitfiil, and multiply, and increase 
in the earth. 

God also said to Noah, and to his sons with 
him, Behold, 1 will establish my covenant with 
you, and with your seed after you, and with 
every living thing that is with you, of the fowl, 
of the cattle, and of every beast of the earth, 
with you, as well with those that come out of 
the ark as with every beast of the earth, I will 
establish my covenant with you, neither shall all 
flesh be destroyed any more by the waters of a 
flood; nor shall there be any more a flood to 
destroy the earth. And God said. This is the 
Agn of the covenant, which I make between me 
and you, and every living creature.that is with you, 
for perpetual generations: — ^I have set my bow 
in the cloud, and it shaU be for the mga of a 
covenant between me and the earth. And it shall 
be, that when I bring a cloud over the earth, that 
the bow shall be seen in the cloud, and I will 
remember my covenant, which is between me 
and you, and every living soul of all flesh, and 
the waters shall no more be a flood to destroy all 
flesh. And the bow shall be in the clouds : and 
1 will look upon it. in order to my remembering 
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the everlasting covenant between God and every 
living 80ul of all flesh that is upon the e.arth. And 
Noah lived after the flood, three hundred and fifty 
years. And all the days of Noah were nine hun- 
dred and fifty years, and he died. 

The sons of Noah, that went forth out of the 
ark, were, Shem, Ham, and Japheth. And Ham 
is the faflier of Canaan. And of them was the 
whole earth overspread. 

The sons of Japheth were Gomer and Magog, 
and Madai, and Tubal, and Meshech and Tiras. 
The sons of Ham, Cush, Mizraim, and Phut, 
and Canaan. And Cush begat Nimrod : he began 
to be mighty upon the earth. He was a mighty 
hunter before the Lord : hence came a proverb, 
Even as Nimrod the mighty himter before the 
Lord. And the beginning of his kingdom was 
Babel, and Erech, and Accad, and Calneh in 
the land of Shinar. Out of that land went forth 
Asshur, and built Nineveh. The sons of Shem, 
Elam, and Asshur, and Arphaxad, and Lud, and 
Aram. [In the days of Peleg, a descendant of Arphaxad, 
of the third generation, was the earth divided.] 

And the whole earth was of one language and 
of one speech. And in their removing from the 
east, they found a plain in the land of Shinar, 
and they dwelt there. And each one said to his 
neighbour. Come, let us make brick, and bake 
them with fire; and they had brick instead of 
stone, and sUme instead of mortar. And they 
said. Come, let us make a city and a tower, 
the top of which may reach to heaven ; and let 
us make us a name, lest we be scattered abroad 
upon the face of all the earth. And the Lord 
came down to see thQ city and tower, which 
the children of Adam were building. And the 
Lord said, They are one people, and have on« 
language, and this they begin to do, and now 
nothing will be kept back from them which they 
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haye imagined to do. Come, let us go down, and 
there confuse their language, that they may not 
understand one another's speech. And so the 
Lord scattered them abroad from thence upon 
the face of all the earth ; and they left off to 
build the city. Therefore, the name of it was 
called Babel,* because there the Lord did confuse 
the language of the whole earth. And from 
thence, the Lord scattered them abroad upon the 
face of all the earth. 



WORDS, &C. TO BE EXPLAINED IN LESSON IX. 

Replenish, All flesh, Mortar, 

Sheddeth blood, Proverb, Face of the earth, 

CoA'enant, Descendant, Thence, 

Perpetual, Slime, Imagined. 



QUESTIONS ON LESSON IX. 

When God blessed Noah and his sons, what did he say to 
I hem ? 

What did he give them for food P 

^Vhy were they not to eat the blood with the flesh ? 

Why were they forbid to murder ? 

With whom did God establish his covenant ? 

What was the covenant ? 

What sign did God give them that he would not forget his 
eovcnant ? 

\Vho waf the father of Canaan ? 

Who was a mighty hunter ? 

VMiat was the beginning of his kingdom ? 

Who built Nineveh ? 

What is said of their language ? 

What did they say one to another P 

What were their materials for building P" 

What reason did they give for building this tower P 

^Mlai did the Lord say ? 

How was the work stopped ? 

Why was the tower called Babel P 



^ ,^ ^^ • jBaZ»e4 that i», confuaion. 
O. T.— Nc. 1. , 
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LESSON X. 

Tke Call of Abram. 

B. C. 1921. 

FROM GENESIS XII. 

[Abram was descended fix>m Shem, the second son of 
Noah. He was the son of Terah, who was the son of 
Nahor, the son of Reu.] And the Lord said to 
Abram, Go forth out of thy country, and from thy 
kmdred, and from thy father's house, to a land 
which I shall shew thee, and I will make of thee 
a great nation, and I will bless thee, and make 
thy name great, and thou shalt be a blessing. I 
will bless them that bless thee, and curse them 
that curse thee, and in the*^ shall all families of 
the earth be blessed. 

So Abram departed as the Lord had com- 
manded him, and Lot went with him. Abram 
was seventy-five years old when ho departed out 
of Haran. And Abram took Sarai his wife, and 
Lot his brother's son, and aU the substance 
which they had gathered, and the souls which 
they had gotten in Haran, and th<*y went forth 
to go to the land of Canaan. And when they 
came to the land of Canaan, Abram passed through 
the country unto the place of Sichem, unto the 
plain of Moreh.* 

And the Canaanite was then in the land. And 
the Lord appeared unto Abram, and said, Unto 
thy seed will I give this land ; and there bmlt he 
an altar unto the Lord, who had appeared to him. 
And passing on from thence to a mountain, that 
was on the east side of Bethel, he there pitched 
his tent, having Bethel on the west, and Hai on 
the east. And there he bmlt an altar unto tlie 
Lord, and called upon the name of the Lord. 

* Tki plam of Idorek, — Th^ noble vale.— Douay YersloiK 
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And ADram journeyed, going on still tOTVarda 
the south. And there was famine in the land : 
and Abram went down into Egypt to sojourn 
there; for the famine was very grievous in the 
land. And when he was near to enter into Egypt, 
he said to Sarai his wife, I know that thou art 
a beautiful woman, and that wheri the Egyptians 
shall see thee, they will say, She La his wife, and 
they will kill me, and save thee alive. Say, I pray 
thee, thou art my sister, that it may be well 
with me for thy sake, and that my soul may live* 
because of thee.* And when Abram was come- 
into Egypt, the Egyptians saw the woman that, 
she was very beautiful. And the princes told Pha- 
raoh,f and praised her before him, and the woman 
was taken into the house of Pharaoh. And he 
treated Abram well for her sake, and he had sheep, 
and oxen, and he-asses, and men-servants, and 
jiaid-servants, and she-asses, and camels. 

And the Lord plagued Pharaoh and his house 
with great plagues, because of Sarai, Abram's 
wife. And Pharaoh called Abram, and said, What 
is this that thou hast done uinto me ? Why didst 
thou not tell me that she was thy wife ? Why 
saidst thou that she is my sister ? So I might have 
taken her to me to wife ; now, therefore, behold 
thy wife, take her, and go thy way. And Pharaoh 
srave his men orders concerning Abram ; and they 
sent him away and liis wife, and all that he had. 

[St. Paul thus speiiks of the call of Abram : — ] 

By faith Abram being called to go out to a 
place which he was to receive for an inheritance, 
obeyed, and he went out, not knowing whither he 

* Sarai was truly Abram's sister, Gen. xx. 12, th© 
(laughter of his father, but not of his mother. Abram, 
however, here yielded to his fears, did not tell the whole 
cr even the most material truth, and thus brought upon 
himself a rebuke and disgraceful banishment from E«(ypt. 
t Pharaoh, tlie name or titid of ti» kings of E^^ypt. 
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went. By faith he abode in the land of promise, aa 
in a strange country, dwelling in tents, with Isaac 
and Jacob, the heirs with him of the same promise ; 
for he looked for a city that hath foimdations, whoso 
builder and maker is God. Heb. xi. 8 — 10. 



From Psalm cv»* 

Give glory to the Lord, and call upon his name, 
declare his deeds among the Gentiles. Sing unto 
him, yea, sing psalms unto hiln, relate all his 
works, glory ye in his holy name : let the heart 
of them rejoice that seek the Lord. Seek ye the 
Lord, and be strengthened, seek his face evermore. 
Remember his marvellous works which he hath 
done, his wonders and the judgments of his mouth, 
O ye seed of Abraham his servant, ye sons of 
Jacob his chosen. He is the Lord our God : his 
judgments are in all the earth. He hath remem- 
bered his covenant for ever — ^the word which ho 
commanded to a thousand generations ; — saying, 
Unto thee will I give the land of Canaan, the lot 
of your inheritance. When they were but a small 
number ; yea, very few, and sojom-ners therein ; 
when they went from one nation to another, from 
one kingdom to another people, he suifered no 
man to do them wrong ; yea, he reproved kings for 
their sakes, saving, Touch ye not mine anointed, 
and do no evil to my prophets. 



^ORDS, 


&C. TO BE EXPLAINED IN LESSON X. 


Descended, 

Kindred, 

Substance, 

Altar, 

Pitched, 


Famine, 

Sojourn, 

Grievous, 

Deeds, 

Gentiles, 


Seed of Abraham, 
Covenant, 
Anointed, 
Prophets. 




* Psalm ciT. Douaj 


Version. 
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QUESTIONS ON LESSON Z* 

Fbom whom was Abram descended ? 

What did the Lord tell Abram to do ? 

What did God promise to him ? 

Did Abram obey God ? 

Who went with him ? 

How old was Abram at this time ? 

What was the name of Abram*s wife ? 

What country did they first go to ? 

What plidn did he go to ? 

When the Lord appeared unto Abram^ what did he say 
to him? 

What did Abram do there ? 

Where did Abram pitch his tent ? 

Why did Abram go to Egypt ? 

What did Abram say to his wife when he was about co 
'enter Egypt ? 

To whom did the Egyptians take Sarai ? 

What did the Lord to Pharaoh and his house ? 

Why did he do so ? 

How did Pharaoh act in these drcumstances f 



LESSON XL 

■Continuation of the History of Abram, 
From B. C, 1918, to B. C. 1913. 

FROM GENESIS XIII. AND XIV. 

And Abram went up out of Egypt, he and his 
wife, and all that he had, and Lot with him, unto 
the south.* And Abram was very rich in cattle, 
in silver and in gold. And Lot also who was 
vnth Abram, had flocks, and herds, and tents. 
And the land was not able to bear them, that 
they might dwell together ; for their substance 
was great, so that they could not dwell together. 

* Sauthy L e. the southern part of the land of Canaan^ not 
the south of Egypt. 
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Whereupon there arose a strife between the herds- 
men of Abram and of Lot. And Abram said to 
Lot, Let there be no quarrel, I beseech thee, be- 
tween me and thee, and between my herdsmen 
and thy herdsmen : for we are brethren. Behold, 
the whole land is before thee ; depart from me, I 
pi-ay thee : if thou wilt go to the left hand, I will 
take the right: if thou choose the right hand, 
then I will go to the left. And Lot lifted up his 
eyes, and beheld all the country about Jordaji, 
that it was well watered throughout, before the 
Lord destroyed Sodom and Gomorrah, even as 
the paradise of the Lord, and like the land of 
Egypt, as thou comest to Zoar. And Lot chose 
to himself the country about Jordan, and dwelt 
in Sodom. And the men of Sodom were very 
wricked, and sinners before the Lord exceedingly. 
[And at that time, Chedorlaomer, king of Elam, and 
l^hree other kings with him, made war upon the kings of 
Sodom and Gomorrah, and three other kings with tliem* 
All these came together in the vale of Siddim,* which is 
now the Salt Sea. For they had served Chedorlaomer 
twelve years, and in the thirteenth year, they revolted 
trom him. And in the fourteenth year, came Chedorla- 
omer, and the kings that were with him, and smote the 
Rephaims, and three other tribes, and all the country of 
the Amalekites and the Amorites. And the kings of So- 
dom and Gomorrah, with the three other kings confederate 
with them, went out and joined battle with them in the 
vale of Siddim.] And the vale of Siddim was full 
of sUme-plts, and the kings of Sodom and Go- 
morrah fled, and were overthrown there, and 
they that remained fled to the mountain. And 
they took all the goods of Sodom and Gomorrah, 
and all their victuals, and went their way. And 
they took Lot, Abram's brother's son, who dwelt 
in Sodom, and his goods, and departed. And 



• VaU of Siddim — Woodland Vale.— Douay Vcrsionu 
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there came one that had escaped, and told Abram 
the Hebrew ; for he dwelt in the plain of Mamre. 
And when Abram heard that his brother was 
taken captive, he armed his trained servants, bom 
in his house, three hundred and eighteen, and 
pursued them to Dan. And dividing his company 
against them, he and his servants, by night, he 
smote them, and pursued them to Hobah, which 
is on the left hand of Damascus. And he brought 
back all the goods, and Lot his brother, and his 
goods, the women also, and the people. 

And the king of Sodom went out to meet him, 
after his return from the slaughter of Chedorlae- 
mer, and of the kings that were with him, in the 
vaUey of Shaveh, which is the King's Dale. And 
Melchizedek, king of Salem, brought forth bread 
and wine : being a priest of the most high God. 
And he blessed him, and said. Blessed be Abram 
by the most high God, possesses* of heaven and 
earth. And blessed be the most high God, who 
hath delivered thine enemies into thy hand. And 
he gave them tithes of all things. 

And the king of Sodom said. Give me the per- 
sons, and the goods take to thyself. And Abram 
said to the king of Sodom, I lift up my hand unto 
the Lord the most high God, the possessor of 
heaven and earth, that from a thread to a shoe- 
latchet, I will not take of any things that are thine, 
lest thou say, I have made Abram rich. Except 
such things as the yoimg men have eaten, and tho 

{portion of the men who went with me, Ancr, 
Cschol, and Mamre, let them take their portion. 
[The Apostle Paul thus comments on thb narrative, in 
Heb. V. and vii : — ] 

No man taketh this honour [of the priesthood] 
to himself, but he that is caUed of God, as Aaron 
was. So Christ also did not glorify liimself that 
he might be a High Priest ; but he that said unto 
him, Thou art my son, this day have I begotten 
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thee. As lie saith also in another place,* Thou 
art a priest for ever, according to the order of 
Melchizedek. 

For this Melchizedek was king of Salem, priest 
of the most high God, who met Abram retttrning 
from the slaughter of the kings, and blessed hinu 
To whom also Abram divided the tenth part of 
all things ; first, being by interpretation King of 
Justice, and after that also King of Salem, which 
is King of Peace ; vrithout father, without mother, 
without genealogy, having neither beginning ol 
days, nor end of life, being circumstanced like 
unto the Son of God, continueth a priest for 
ever. Now consider how great this man was, to 
whom also the patriarch Abram gave tithes of the 
principal spoils. And indeed they that are of the 
Bons of Levi, who receive the priesthood, have a 
commandment to take tithes of the people accord- 
ing to the law, that is to say, of their brethren, 
though they themselves also were descended from 
Abram. But he whose descent is not counted 
from them, received tithes of Abram, and blessed 
him that had the promises. And without all contra- 
diction, that which is less is blessed of the better. 

And, in as much as it is not vrithout an oath 
that he [Jesus] is made a priest (for the others 
ir-Heed were made priests without an oath, but 
this, with an oath, by him that said unto him. The 
Lord hath sworn, and will not repent. Thou art a 
priest for ever, after the order of Melchizedek,) 
by so much is Jesus made a surety of a better 
testament. And the others indeed were many 
priests, because by reason of death, they were not 
suifered to .continue ; but this man, bemuse he 
continueth eVer, hath an everlasting priesthood, 
♦vhereby he is able to save to the uttermost all 
that come to God by him, seeing he ever livetb 

^ Pflobn ex. in the Authorised Version, or cix. Dousj. 
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to make intercession for ns. For it was fitting 
that we should have such a high priest, holy, 
harmless, and undefilcd, separated from sinners, 
and made higher than the heavens ; who needeth 
not daily (as the other high priests) to oifer 
sacrifices, fii'st, for his own sins, and then for th^ 
people's : for this he did once in offering liimself. 
For the law makcth men priests who have infir- 
mity ; but the word of the oath, wliich was since 
the law, the Son who is perfected for evermore. 



WOEDS, 


&C. TO BE EXPLAINED IN LESSON XI. 


Substance, 


Possession, 


Contradictioft, 


Strife, 


Tithes, 


Surety, 


Revolted, 


The law. 


Intercession, 


Tribes, 


Latchet, 


Circumstanced, 


Confederate, 


InterpretatioB, 


Undofiled, 


Vale, 


Genealogy, 
Patriarch, 


Infirmity, 


Overthrown, 


The promises. 


Victuals, 


Descent^ 


Repent. 


Captive, 







<lt7E8TIONS ON LESSON Xi. 

Who left Egypt along with Abram ? 

What property had Abram ? 

Why did Abram and Lot separate ? 

What did Abram say to Lot at thb time? 

Where did Lot choose to dwell ? 

What character is given of Sodora ? 

Who made war upon the kings of Sodom and Gomomih ? 

At what place did they meet ? 

How long had Chedoriaomer kept them in subjection ? 

Which party was victorious ? 

What happened to Lot? 

What did Abram do when he heard of it ? 

How far did Abram pursue them ? 

Who went out to meet him upon his return ? 

What did Jilelchizedek do ? 

Who was Melchizedek ? 

What did Abraham give him ? 

What reward did the king of Sodom offer to Alnramf 

Did he acceet it ^ 



y Google 



48 



LESSON XII. 

The Covenant of God with Abram. 
B. C. I&IU 

FROM GENESIS XV. AND XVII. 

After these things the word of the Lord came 
unto Abram in a vision, saying, P'ear not, Abram ; 
I am thy shield, and thy exceeding great reward. 
And Abram said, Lord God, what wilt thou give 
me, seeing I go childless, and the steward of my 
house is this Eliezer of Damascus. And Abram 
said. Behold, to me thou hast given no seed ; aad 
lo ! one bom in my house is mine heir. 

And, behold, the word of the Lord came nnto 
Mm, saying. This shall not be thine heir ; but he 
that shall come forth out of thine own bowels 
shall be thine heii*. And he brought him forth 
abroad, and said, Look now toward heaven, and 
tell the stars if thou be able to number them ; and 
he said unto him. So shall thy seed be. Abram 
believed God, and it was reckoned to him as 
righteousness. And he said, I am the Lord, who 
brought thee out of Ur of the Chaldees, to give 
thee this land, and that thou mightest possess it. 
in the same day the Lord made a covenant with 
Abram, saying, Unto thy seed have I given this 
land, from the river of Egypt to the great river, 
the river Euphrates. 

And when Abram was ninety and nine years 
old, the Lord appeared to him and said to him, 
I am the Almighty God; walk before me, and 
be thou perfect. And I will make my covenant 
between me and thee, and I will multiply thee 
exceedingly. And Abram fell on his face: and 
God talked with him, saying, I am, behold my 
covenant is with thee, and thou shalt be a father 
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of many nations ; neither shall thy name bo called 
any more Abram ; but thou shalt be called Abra- 
ham, because I have made thee a father of many 
nations. God also said to Abraham, As for Sarai 
thy wife, thou shalt not call her name Sarai ; but 
Sarah shall her name be. And I will bless her, 
and give thee a son of her. Sarah thy wife, shall 
bear thee a son indeed, and thou shalt call his 
name Isaac, and I will establish my covenant with 
him, for an everlasting covenant. 



FROM GA1AT1AK8 III. 

It is written, Abraham believed God, and it 
was reckoned to him for righteousness [or justice.]* 
Know ye, therefore, that they who are of faith, 
the same are the children of Abraham ; and the 
scripture, foreseeing that God would justify the 
Gentiles by faith, told before the good tidings 
unto Abraham, In thee shall all nations be blessed. 
Therefore, they that are of faith are blessed with 
faithful Abraham. 

For as many as are of the works of the law are 
under the curse : for it is written, Cursed is every 
one that abideth not in aU things which are written 
in the book of the law to do them. But that, in 
the law, no man is justified with God, it is mani- 
fest, because * the just man liveth by faith ;* but 
the law is not of faith; but ' he that doeth those 

* Righteousness, Justice The word rendered in the Au- 
thorised Version, righteousness^ and in the Douay, justice^ 
dometimes signifies the virtue of justice or uprightness, and 
sometimes the condition of a man who is just or justified 
before God, through the atoning sacrifice of the Lord Jesus 
Christ. To express this latter sense, Roman Catholio 
English translators are accustomed to use the word jus' 
tice, Protestant translators more frequently use the word 
rightedumess, ^,g,^^, .^ GoOglc 
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BhaH live in them.' Christ hath redeemed xui 
from the cm-se of the law, being made a curse 
for us, (for it is written, Cursed is every one 
that hangeth on a tree,) that the blessing of 
Abraham might come on the Gentiles through 
Christ Jesus ; that we might receive the promise 
of the Spirit by faith. 



WORDS, &C. TO BE EXPLAINED IN LESSON XII. 

Vision, Reckoned, Tidings^ 

Shield, Walk before me, Curse, 

Steward, It is written. Manifest. 

Heir, Gentiles, 



QUESTIONS ON LESSON XII. 

What did God say to Abram ? 

What answer did Abram give ? 

Who did Abram say was Ins heir ? 

But what did God say to this ? 

How did God shew A^ram that his descendants were K 
be numerous ? 

AVhat good did Abram get by believing the pronnse ? 

From what place had God brought Abram ? 

What was to be the extent of the country to be given to 
the childi-en of Abram ? 

How old was Abram when the Lord again appeared to 
kim? 

What was the asrreement that God made with him ? 

What name did God give himself? 

1 o what did (Jod change Abram's name ? 

^Vhat change was made in Sarai's name ? 

^Vhat name were they to give their son ? 

For what length of time was God to establish his eoTe- 
nant with Isaac ? 
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LESSON XIIL 

The Destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah. 
B.C. 1897. 

GENESIS XVIII. AND XIX. 

And the Lord appeared to him [Abraham] 
among the oaks of Mamre, as ho sat at the door 
of his tent, in the heat of the day. And he lifted 
up his eyes and looked ; and, lo, three men stood 
by him : and when he saw them, he ran to meet 
them from the tent-door, and bowed himself down 
to the ground. And he said, My Lord, if I liave 
found favour in thy sight, pass not away from thy 
servant ; but I will fetch a httlo water, and wash 
ye your feet, and rest ye under the tree. And I 
will fetch a morsel of broad, and strengthen ye 
your heart ; afterwards ye shall pass on : for there- 
fore are ye turned aside to your servant. And they 
said, Do as thou hast spoken. 

And Abraham hastened into the tent unto 
Sarah, and said, Make ready quickly three mea- 
sures of fine meal, knead it, and make cakes upon 
the hearth. And Abraham ran to the herd and 
took from thence a calf, very tender and good, and 
gave it to the young man, who made haste to dress 
it. And he took butter and milk, and the calf that 
he had dressed, and set before them, and he stood 
by them under the tree, and they did eat. 

And the men rose up from thence, and looked 
toward Sodom, and Abraham walked with them, 
to bring them on the way. And the Lord said 
Shall I hide from Abraham that thing which I am 
about to do, seeing he shall become a great and 
mighty nation, and that in him all the nations of 
the earth shall be blessed ? For I know that ho 
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will command his children, and his household 
after him, to keep the way of the Lord, and to do 
judgment and justice, that the Lord may hring 
upon Abraham that which he hath spoken of him 
And the Lord said, Because the cry of Sodom 
and Gomorrah is great, and because their sin is 
very grievous, I will go down now* and see 
whether they have done according to the cry 
that is come to me ; or whether it be not so, that 
I may know. And the men turned from thence 
and went toward Sodom : but Abraham stood yet 
before the Lord. And Abraham drew near and 
said, Wilt thou destroy the just with the wicked ? 
Perhaps there are fifty just persons witliin thc^ 
city. Wilt thou destroy and not spare the place 
for the fifty just persons that are therein ? That 
be far from thee to do after this manner, to slay 
the just with the wicked : and for the just to ho 
in hke case as the wicked, that be far from thea 
He that judgeth all the earth will not pronounce 
this judgment. And the Lord said to him, 11 I 
find in Sodom fifty just men within tue city, I will 
spare the whole place for their sakes. And 
Abraham answered and said, Behold, I have 
undertaken to speak to the Lord, and I am 
dust and ashes. Perhaps there shall be five less 
than fifty just persons ; wilt thou destroy all the 
city for want of five ? And he said, If 1 find there 
forty and five, I wiU not destroy it. And he spake 
to him yet again, and said, Perhaps there shall 
be forty found there. And he said, I will not do 
it for forty's sake. And he said unto him, Oh, let 

* Itoill go dowiiy Sfc. — ^The Lord here accommodates his 
discourse to the way of speaking and acting amongst men ; 
for he knoweth all things, and needeth not to go anj where 
for information. Note aere, that two of the three men who 
came to him went away immediately towai-ds Sodom, and 
ore called angels ; while the thiixl, who is called the Lord, 
remained with Abraham. 
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not my liOrd be angry and I will speak. Perhaps 
there shall thirty be fonnd there. And he said, 
I will not do it if I find thirty there. And he 
said, Behold now, I have begun to speak to my 
Lord ; perhaps there shall be twenty found there. 
And he said, I will not destroy it for twent/s sake. 
And he said. Oh, let not my Lord be angry, and 
I will speak but this once ; perhaps ten shall be 
found there. And he said, I will not destroy it 
for ten's sake. And the Lord departed after he 
had left speaking to Abraham : and Abraham re- 
turned unto his place. 

And the Lord rained upon Sodom and Go- 
morrah brimstone and fire from the Lord out of 
heaven. And he overthrew those cities, and all 
the surrounding countries, and all the inhabitants 
of the cities, and whatever sprung out of the 
ground. And Abraham was early in the morning 
at the place where he had stood before the Lord. 
And he looked towards Sodom and Gomorrah, 
and towards all the land of the plain, and lo, the 
smoke of the country went up as the smoke of a 
furnace. And it came to pass, that when God 
destroyed the cities of the plain, that God remem- 
bered Abraham, and sent Lot out of the midst 
of the overthrow, when he overthrew the cities 
wherein Lot dwelt. 



[Ezekiel the prophet thus makes mention of this 
event : — ] 

And the word of the Lord came to me, saying. 
Son of man, make known to Jerusalem her abomi- 
nations. As 1 live, saith the Lord God, Sodom, 
thy sister, hath not done, she nor her daughters, 
as thou hast done, and thy daughters. Behold, 
this was the iniquity of Sodom, thy sister : pride, 
fulness of bread, security through prosperity was 
ia her and her daughters, and they did not take 
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bold of the hand of the poor and tne needy. But 
thej were lifted up, and committed abomination 
before me ; and I took them away, as I saw good. * 

[Our blessed Lord also speaks of it, when he says : — ] 
And thou, Capemaum,f which are exalted imto 
heaven, shall be brought down to heU : for if the 
mighty works, which have been done in thee, had 
been done in Sodom, it would have remained unto 
this day. But I say unto you, that it shall be 
more tolerable for the land of Sodom, in the day 
of judgment, than for thee.J 
[St. Peter too writes about it : — ] 

For if God, reducing the cities of Sodom and 
Gomorrah to ashes, condemned them with an 
overthrow, making them an example to those that 
should afterwards be impious, and delivered just 
Lot, distressed with the profligate life of the 
wicked; (for in seeing and hearing, that just 
person dwelling among them day after day, af- 
flicted his righteous soul with their lawless deeds) 
the Lord knoweth how to deliver the godly out of 
temptation, but to reserve the unjust unto the day 
of judgment, to be punished. || 

[St. Judrt also writes : — ] 

I will, therefore, put you in remembrance, though 
ye once knew, how that the Lord, having saved 
the people out of the land of Egypt, did after- 
wards destroy them that believed not: and the 
angels who kept not their principality, but left 

• Ezekiel xvi. 1, 2, 48—50. 

t Capernaum — ^The town in which the Lord Jesus chiefly 
resided while he was in Galilee, and where he performea 
many miracles. It is said, on this account, to have been as 
it were exalted to heaven ; but not profiting by its advan- 
tages, it was held by our Lord as more guilty than Sodom 
and Gomorrah. 

i Matt. xL 23. J 2 Peter ii. 6—9. 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



49 

their own habitation, he hath reserved under 
darkness, in everlasting chains, unto the judgment 
of the great day. As Sodom and Gomorrah, and 
the neighbouring cities, in like manner, having 
given themselves over to fornication, and going 
after strange flesh, are set forth for an example, 
suffering the vengeance of eternal fire.* 



WORDS, &C. TO BE EXPLAINED IN LESSON ZIII. 

Morsel, Grievous, Tolerable, 

Knead, Unleavened, Reducing, 

Hearth, Funiace, Impious, 

Thence, Prosperity, Reserved. 



QUESTIONS ON LESSON XIU, 

Where did God appear to Abraham ? 

When Abraham lilted up his eyes, what did he see ? 

How did Abi-ahain shew his hospitality ? 

What reason does God give for informing Abraham what 
he was about to do to Sodom and Gomorrah ? 

Why did God destroy Sodom and Gomorrah ? 

What reason did Abraham give that God should not 
destroy these cities ? 

For the sake of how many would God have spared these 
cities ? 

A^'hen Abraham rose in the morning, what did he see ? 



LESSON XIV. 

Isaac bom, , Trial of Abraham* s Faith, 

B. C. 1 i98. 

FROM GENESIS XXI. AND XXII. 

And the Lord visited Sarah as ho had promised, 
and the Lord did unto Sarah as he had spoken. 

* Jude 5—7. 
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For Sarah conceived, and bore Abraham a son 
in his old age, at the set time of which God had 
spoken to him. And Abraham called the name 
of his son, whom Sarah bore to him, Isaac. And 
Abraham circumcised his son Isaac, being eight 
days old, as God had commanded him. And 
Abraham was an hundred years old, when his 
son Isaac was bom to him. And the child grew, 
and was weaned; and Abraham made a great 
feast on the day that Isaac was weaned. 

And it came to pass that God did try Abraham, 
and said unto him, Abraham ; and he said, Here 
I am. And he said, Take now thy son, thine only 
son Isaac, whom thou lovest, and go into the 
land of Moriah,* and offer him there for a burnt- 
offering, upon one of the mountains which I shall 
shew thee. 

And Abraham rose up early in the morning, 
and saddled his ass, and took with him two of his 
young men, and cut the wood of the burnt-offering, 
and rose, and went to the place of which God had 
spoken to him. And on the third day, Abraham 
lifted up his eyes, and saw the place afar off. And 
Abraham said to his young men, Abide ye here 
with the ass, and I and the youth will go yonder 
and worship, and will return to you. And Abra- 
ham took the wood of the burnt-offering, and laid 
it upon Isaac, his son ; and he took the fire in his 
hand, and a knife ; and they went both of them 
together. And Isaac spoke to Abraham his father, 
and said, My father ; and he said, Here I am, 
my son. And he said, Behold the fire and the 
wood : but where is the lamb for a burnt-offering? 



* Moriah. — ^Viaioii, so tke word k rendered in the Douay 
Version. It occurs again, 2 Chron. iii. I, in which passage 
there is an obvious reference to its derivation, from me 
word signifying to see. 
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And Abraham said, Mj sod, God will provide 
himself a lamb for a burnt-offering :* so they 
went both of them together. 

And they came to the place of which God had 
spoken to him ; and Abraham built an altar there, 
and laid the wood in order, and bound Isaac his 
son, and laid him on the altar upon the wood. 
And Abraham put forth his hand, and took the 
knife to slay his son. And an angel of the Lord 
called to him out o( heaven, and said, Abraham, 
Abraham ; and he said. Here am I ; and he said, 
Lay not thy hand upon the youth, neither do 
thou any tlung unto him : for now I know that 
thou fearest God, and hast not kept back thy son, 
thine only one, from me. 

And Abraham lifted up his eyes, and looked, 
and behold, behind him waa a ram, caught in a 
thicket by his horns : and Abraham went and 
took the ram, and offered him up for a burnt- 
offering, instead of his son. 

And Abraham called the name of the place, 
the Lord will provide : as it is said to this day, 
In the moimtain, the Lord will provide.f 

And the angel of the Lord called to Abraham 
out of heaven the second time, and said. By 
myself have 1 sworn, saith the Lord, that because 
thou hast done this thing, and hast not kept back 
thy son, thine only one, I will surely bless thee, 
and I will surely multiply thy seed as the stars 
of heaven, and as the sand which is upon the 



♦ Heb. xi. 17—19. 

f 7%e Lord wiU provtd^.— Jehorah- Jireh. There h ob- 
Tioas allusion, in this name, to the answer of Abraham to 
Isaac, when he asked, Where is the lamb for a burnt- 
otiTering ? God will provide^ satd Abraham, using the same 
word, Jirek, He then called the name of the place, Tk§ 
Lord wUl provide, £rom whi<^ droomstanee there arose 
this proyerb, In the mountain, L e. in die greatest extre- 
mity, the Lord will provide. 



y Google 
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sea shore ; and thy seed shall possess the gate of his 
enemies: andin thy seed shall all nations of the earth 
be blessed, because thou hast obeyed my voice. 

And Abraham returned to his young men, and 
they rose up and went together to Beersheba : and 
Abraham dwelt at Beersheba. 

[St. Paul thus comments on this narrative : — ] 

By faith,* Abraham, when he was tried, offered up 
Isaac; and he that had received the promises, offered 
up his only begotten Son, of whom it was said 
that in Isaac shall thy seed be called : accounting 
that God is able to raise up, even from the dead, 
from whence also he received him in a figure.f 

[And St. James thus : — ] 

But wilt thou know, ^ain man, that faith 
without works is dead. Waa not Abraham our 
father justified by works, having offered Isaac his 
son upon the altar ? Seest thou how that faith 
wrought with his works ; and by works faith, was 
made perfect ? And the Scripture was fulfilled 
which saith, Abraham believed God, and it was 
reckoned to him for righteousness (or justice) and 
he was called the friend of God. Ye see then 
that by works a man is justified, and not by faith 
only. For even as the body without the spirit is 
dead ; so faith without works is dead also.J 



WORDS, &C. TO BE EXPLAINED TN LESSON XIV. 

Set time, Thicket, Co-operated, 

Weaned, Accounting, Fulfilled, 

Abide, Figure, Reckoned. 

♦ Abraham was certain that his son would either not be 
slain or else would be restored to life; because the Lor.i 
had assured him that the descendants of Isaac should inherit 
the promised blessing. Abraham's faith was shown in his 
contmuing to trust in his assurance that he should not finally 
lose his son, even when he was commanded to slaj him. 

t Heb. xi. 17—19. t ^^mes ii. 20—26* 
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QUESTIONS ON LESSON XIV. 

What name did Abraham give to the son that Saraii bopf 
to him? 

How old wad Isaac when he was circumcised ? 

How old was Abraham when Isaac was bom ? 

When did Abraham make a great feast ? 

How did God try Abraham ? 

What did he say to him ? 

What did Abraham do, when he rose up early in the 
morning ? 

How long was Abraham in getting to the place ? 

Who carried the wood for the burnt-offering ? 

What did Isaac say to his father ? 

What answer did Abraham make ? 

What did Abraham do, when the men came to the ap- 
pointed place ? 

What did the angel of the Lord say to Abraham ? 

What did he offer instead of his son ? 

\Vhat name did Abraham give to the place ? 

What did the angel of the Lord say to Abraham, when hf 
spoke to him the second time ? 

To what place did they return ? 



LESSON XV. 

Death cmd Interment of Sarah. 

B.C. I860. 

FROM GENESIS XXIIl. 

And Sarah lived a hundred and twenty-seven 
years, the years of the hfe of Sarah. And Sarah 
died in the city of Arba,* the same is Hebron, in 
the land of Canaan, and Abraham came to mourn 
and weep for her. 

And Abraham stood up from before his dead, 
and sjiake to the sons of Ileth, saying, I am a 
stranger and sojourner among you, give me pos- 
session of a burying-place with you, that I may 
bury my dead out of my sight. And the children 

• dtp of Arba, or Kirjalh-arba : Kirjath signifying a city. 
See Joshua xiv. 15. 
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of Heth answered Abraham, saying unto him. 
Hear us, my lord: thou art a Prince of God* 
among us ; in the choice of our sepulchres bury 
thy dead : no man among us will withhold from 
thee his sepulchre, but that thou mayest bury thy 
dead. And Abraham stood up and bowed himself 
to the people of the land, even to the children of 
Heth, And he spoke to them, saying, If it be 
your mind that 1 should bury my dead out of my 
sight, entreat for me, to Ephron, the son of Zohar, 
that he may give me the cave of Machpelah,t that 
he hath in the end of his field, for as much money 
as it is worth ; he shall give it me in the midst of 
you, for a possession of a burying-place. 

Now Ephron sat among the children of Heth : 
and Ephron the Hittite answered Abraham in the 
audience of the children of Heth, even aU that 
went in at the gate of bis city, saying, Nay, my 
lord, hear me : the field give I thee, and the cave 
that is therein, I give it thee ; in the presence of 
the sons of my people I give it thee ; bury thy 
dead. And Abraham bowed himself before the 
people of the land ; and he spoke to Ephron, in 
the hearing of the people of the land, saying. 
Nay, but if thou wilt give it, I jjray thee bear me : 
I will give thee money for the field ; take of me, 
and so I will bury my dead there. And Ephron 
answered Abraham, saying to him. My lord, 
hearken unto me : the land is worth four hundred 
shekels of silver ;t what is that betwixt me and 
thee ? bury therefore thy dead. 

* A Prince of God. — So the original stands. But the ad- 
junct ^of God* was sometimes used by the Hebrews to 
signify great, mighty, lofty, &c. a kind of superlative. 

f Cave of Machpelah. — .Machpelafa signifies double, and 
the Douay renders the words, wherever they occur, the 
double cave. 

} Four hundred shekeh of silver^ that is, about £60, or, ai 
some compute, £60, in British money. 
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And Abraham hearkened unto Ephron ; and 
Abraham weighed to Ephron the silver which he 
had named in the hearing of the sons of Heth, 
four himdred shekels of silver, money passing 
with the merchant. And the field of Ephron 
which was in Machpelah, which was before 
Mamre, the field and the cave which was therein, 
and all the trees that were in the field, that were 
in all the borders roimd about, were made sure to 
Abraham for a possession, in the sight of the chil- 
dren of Heth, before all that went in at the gate 
of his city. 

And after this, Abraham buried Sarah his wife 
in the cave of the field of Machpelah before 
Mamre ; that is Hebron in the land of Canaan. 
And the field and the cave that is therein, were 
made sure to Abraham for a possession to bury in, 
by the children of Heth. 



From Psalm xxxix.* 
Lord, make me to know mine end, and the 
measm-e of my days, what it is ; that I may know 
how frail I am. Behold, thou hast made my days 
as a handbreadth, and mine age is as nothing 
before thee ; velily, aU is vanity, every man 
living.f Surely man walketh about in an image 
[or shadow]. Surely they are disquieted in vain : 
he heapeth up riches, and knoweth not who shall 
gather them. And now, Lord, what wait I for ? 
O Lord I my hope is in thee. Deliver me from 
all my transgressions.— Hear my prayer, Lord, 
and give ear unto my cry : be not sUent at my 
tears. For I am a stranger with thee, and a 
sojourner, as all my fathers were. spare me, 
that I may be refreshed before I go hence, and 
be no more. 

* xxxviii. Douay Version, 
t Living, — Literally, standing or settled. 
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WORDS, &C. TO BB BXPIAIUED IN LESSON XV. 

Mine end. 
Frail, 

Disquieted, 
Transgression, 
Go home. 



Interment, 


Audience, 


Sojourner, 


Passing with. 


Possession, 


Borders, 


Sepulchre, 


Cave, 


Entreat, 


Measure, 



QUESTIONS ON LESSON XV. 

How old was Sarah when she died ? 

WTiere did she die ? 

Whsit did Abraham say to the sons of Hetli ? 

What answer did they make ? 

What particular place did he ask for ? 

What did Ephron say to this ? 

How much did Abraham give for it ? 



LESSON XVI. 

The Marriage of Isaac and Rebekah, 

B. C. 1857. 

FROM GENESIS XXIV. 

Now Abraham was an old man and advanced 
in years, and the Lord had blessed Abraham in 
all things. And Abraham said to his elder servant 
of his house, Put now thy hand under my thigh, 
that I may make thee swear by the Lord, the 
God of heaven, and the God of the earth, that 
thou shalt not take a wife unto my son, of the 
daughters of the Canaanites among whom I dwell, 
but that thou shalt go unto my own country, 
and to my own kindred, and take a wife unto 
my son Isaac. 

And the servant said unto him, If the woman 
will not come with me into this land, must I 
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bring thy son back again to the place from whence 
thou earnest. 

And Abraham said unto him. Beware thou lest 
thou bring my son thither again. The Lord God 
of heaven, who took me from my father's house, 
and from the land of my birth, who spoke unto 
me, and who swore unto me, saying, To thy seed 
will I give this land, he will send his angel before 
thee, and tliou shalt take from thence a wife for 
my son. And if the woman shall not be willing 
to follow thee, then thou shalt be clear from this 
my oath, only bring not back my son thither 
again. 

And the servant put his hand under the thigh 
of Abraham his master, and swore to him con- 
cerning that matter. 

And the servant took ten camels from the 
camels of his master, and departed ; for all the 
goods of his master were in his hands;* and he 
arose and went to Mesopotamia, unto the city of 
Nahor. And he made the camels to kneel down 
without the city, at the time of the evening, the 
time that women go out to draw water. And he 
said, Lord God cf my master Abraham, I pray 
ihee send me good speed f this day, and shew 
kindness to my master Abraham. Behold I stand 
by the well of water, and the daughters of the men 
of the city are coming out to draw water. And 
let it bo that the maiden to whom I shall say. 
Let down thy pitcher that I may drink, and 
she shall say, Drink, and I will give thy camels 



♦ For all the goods^ §•«.— Tbe Douaj, with the Vulgate 
2>nd LXX., translates this clause, * carrying something of 
all the goods of his master with him.* llie Hebrew is 
literally *• and all the goods of his master in his hand,* and 
will bear either interpretation. 

f Send me good speedy — literally, 'cause to meet me this 
dajt viz., the object of my journey.' 
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4rink also ; let the same be she whom thou hast 
apijointed for thy servant Isaac; and by this I 
shall know that thou hast shewn kindness to my 
master. 

And so it was, that before he had finished 
speaking to himself, behold, Rebekah came out, 
who was bom to Bethuel, son of MUcah, the wife . 
of Nahor, Abraham's brother, ^nth her pitcher on 
her shoulder. And the maiden was exceedingly 
beautiful to look upon, a virgin, and man had not 
known her ; and she weat iown to the well, and 
fiUed her pitcher, and was coming up, and the 
servant ran to meet her, and said. Let me drink, 
I pray thee, a little wator out of thy pitcher. And 
she said. Drink, my lord, and she hasted to let 
down the pitcher upon her hand, and gave him 
to drink. And when she had done giving him 
drink, she said, I will draw water for thy camels 
also, imtil they have done drinking. And she 
hasted and emptied her pitcher into the trough, 
and ran again to the weU to draw water, and drew 
for all the camels. And the man gazed at her in 
silence, to know whether the Lord had made his 
journey prosperous or not. 

And it came to pass, when the camels had done 
drinking, that the man took a golden ring of half 
a shekel weight, and put it on her face, and two 
bracelets for her liands, of ten shekels weight of 
gold ; and said. Whose daughter art thou ? tell 
me, I pray thee, is there room m thy father's house 
to lodge in. And she said unto him, I am the 
daughter of Bethuel, the son of Milcah, whom she 
bore unto Nahor. And she said moreover to him. 
We have both straw and provender enough, and 
room to lodge in. 

And the man bowed down and worshipped the 
Lord, and said. Blessed be the Lord God of my 
.master Abraham, who hath not taken away his 
mercy and truth from my master: when I was 
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yet but on the way, the Lord hath brought me 
to the house of my master's brother. And the 
maiden ran and told, in her mother's house, 
according to these things. 

And Rebekah had a brother whose name was 
Laban : and Laban ran out to the man ,to the welL 
And it came to pass, when he saw the ring and 
•the bracelets upon his sister's hands, and when 
he had heard the words of Rebekah his sister, 
saying, Thus spoke the man to me ; that he came 
to the man ; (and behold, he stood by the camels 
at the well;) and ho said. Come, thou blessed 
of the Lord, why standest thou without, since 
I have prepared the house and a place for the - 
camels ? 

And the man came into the house, and he 
ungirded his camels, and gave straw and pro- 
vender for the camels, and water to wash his 
feet, and the men's feet that were with him ; and 
food was set before him to eat. But he said, I 
will not eat till I have told my errand. And he 
said, Speak on. 

[Abraham's servant then told who he was, and related 
the history of his journey in order, how that God had given 
to hb master a son by Sairah his wife, and had blessed him 
greatly, and given him abundance of wealth; and how Abra- . 
ham had made him swear to take a wife for his son from 
among his own kindred ; and how he had arrived at the 
well, and prayed to the Lord for direction and success ; and 
how Rebekah had come out with her pitcher, and had drawn 
water for him and for his camels to drink ; and how he had 
learnt from her that she waa near of kin to his master ; and 
how he had worshipped and blessed the Lord God of his 
master Abraham.] 

And now [said he] if ye will deal kindly and 
truly with my master, tell me : and if not, tell 
me : that I may turn to the right hand or to the 
left. 

And Laban and Bethuel answered and said, 
The matter hath proceeded from the Lord, we 
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Cannot speak to thee bad or good. Behold> 
Rebekah is before thee, take her and go, and let 
her bo the wile of thy master's son, as the Lord 
hath spoken. 

And it came to pass, that when Abraham's 
servant heard their words, he bowed down to the 
Lord, to the earth. And the servant brought 
forth vessels* of gold, and vessels of silver, and 
raiment, and gave them to Rebckah: he gave 
also to her brother and to her mother, precious 
gifts. And they did eat and drink, he and the men 
that wei-e with him, and they tarried there all 
night, and they rose up in the morning, and he 
said. Send me away to my master. And her mother 
and her brother said. Let the damsel abide with 
us about ten days ; after that she shall go. And 
he said unto them, Hinder me not, seeing the 
Lord hath prospered my way ; send me away that 
I may go to my master. And they said, Let us 
call the damsel, and enquire at her mouth. And 
they called Rebekah, and said unto her, Wilt thou 
go with tliis man ? And she said, I will go. 

So they sent away Rebekah their sister, and 
her nurse, and Abraham's servant, and his men. 
And they blessed Rebekah, and said unto her. 
Thou art our sister ; be thou the mother of thou- 
ftkinds of myriads, and may thy seed possess the 
gate of those that hate them. 

And Rebekah arose and her maidens, and 
they rode upon the camels, and followed the 
man : thus the servant took Rebekah, and went 
his way. 

And Isaac came from the way of Beer-Lahai- 

♦ Vessels of Goldy ^c — Rendered also jewels : the word n 
of very extensive signification, being used to express vessels, 
ulensils, instruments, furniture, garments, &c. The presents 
made by the servant to Kebekah might be of various kinds, 
and seem to have been intended as a dowry, according lo 
the custom of those days. 
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Roi :* for he dwelt in the south country. And 
Isaac went out to meditate in the field at the 
turn of the evening, and he lifted up his eyes, 
and looked, and behold the camels were coming. 
And Rebekah Ufted up her eyes, and when she 
saw Isaac, she lighted off the camel, and said 
to the servant, What man is this that walketh in 
the field to meet us. And the servant said, He 
is my master : therefore, she took a vail, and co- 
vered herself And the servant related to Isaac, 
all things that he had done. And Isaac brought 
her into the tent of Sarah his mother, and took 
Rebekah : and she became his wife ; and he loved 
her. And Isaac was comforted after his mother's 
death. 



WORDS, Ac. TO BE BXPLAIWED IN LESSON XI 


Kindred, 


Prosperous, 


Precious, 


Bewal-e, 


Moreover, 


Tarried, 


Thence, 


Provender, 


Damsel, 


Thither, 


Lodge, 


Abide, 


Good speed, 


Bracelets, 


Myriads, 


Pitcher, 


Kin, 


Meditate, 


Trough, 
Gazed, 


Proceeded. 


Related, 


Raiment, 


Tent. 



QUESTIONS ON LESSON XTI. 

What is the subject of this lesson? 
What did Abraham ^ay to his servant ? 
Where was the servant to get a wife for Isaac ? 
AMien the servant said that perhaps the woman would not 
come, what did Abraham say ? 
How many camels did he take with him ? 
What city did he ^o to ? 
What prayer did he there address to God ? 



* BeeT'Lahai'ltoiy the w^ell that is called of the living and 
•eelng. See Gen. xvi. i4. — Douay Version. 
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Who came out of the city ? 

Whose daughter was she ? 

AVhat favour did the servant ask of her P 

Did she complv with his request ? 

What did he give her ? 

What questions did he put to her ? 

What did he do upon hearing this ? 

VVTiat was the name of RebcSiah's brother? 

VVhy,t did he do ? 

What did the servant do before he ate ? 

\Vhat did Laban and Bethuel say to this ? 

What did the servant give then ? 

Wliat did he say to them when he rose in the morning ? 

Did they at first agree to this ? 

Did any person go with Rebekah ? 

What did her friends say to Kebekah when she left them? 

Where did they meet Isaac ? 

What did Rebekah do when she saw Isaac ? 

VV^here did Isaac take her to ? 



LESSON XVII. 



The Death of Abraham. The Birth of Esau 
and Jacob, Isaac goes to Gerar, Esau mar- 
ries two ivives, 

Fi-oni C. C. 1853, to B.C. 1804. 
FROM GENESIS XXV. AND XXVI. 

And Abraham gave all that ho had unto Isaac, 
but to the children of the concubines* which 
Abraham had, Abraham gave gifts, and sent them 
away from Isaac his son, while he yet lived, east- 
ward, unto the east country. And these are the 
days of the years of the life of Abraham, which 

* Concubines, — These were a description of wives of infe- 
rior rank, whom men were permitted to have in ancient 
times. Their beinj* concubines was then no reproach to 
their character. Since the time of our blessed Lord, the 
pnictico of havinjT concubines is forbidden ; and no man is 
permit tet I to have more than one wife, nor any woman more 
than ojie husband. 
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he liyed, a hundred and serenty-five years. And 
Abraham expired, and died in a good old age, an 
old man, and fiill of years, and was gathered to 
his people. And his sons, Isaac and Ishmael, 
buried him in the cave of Machpelah, in the field 
of Ephron, the son of Zohar the Hittite, which 
is before Mamre ; the field which Abraham pur- 
chased of the sons of Heth : there was Abraham 
buried, and Sarah his wife. 

And it came to pass after the death of Abra- 
ham, that God blessed Isaac his son. And Isaac 
dwelt at Beer-Lahai-roi. Isaac was forty years 
old, when he took to wife Rebekah, the daughter 
of Bethuel the Syrian of Mesopotamia, sister to 
Laban the Syrian. Aiid Isaac besought the Lord 
for his wife, because she was barren. And the 
Lord was entreated of him, and Rebekah his wife 
conceived. 

[And she bore twins ; and the name of the first-born was 
Esau, and of the younger Jacob. Before the children were 
born, the Lord had said to her, The elder shall serve the 
younger.] 

Isaac was sixty years old when tlie children 
were bom to him. And the boys grew : and 
Esau became a skUfol hunter, a man of the field; 
but Jacob was a plain man, dwelling in tents. 
Isaac loved Esau because he ate of what he took 
in hunting ; but Rebekah loved Jacob. 

And Jacob boiled pottage; and Esau came 
from the field, and ho was faint. And Esau said 
to Jacob, Let me eat, I pray thee, of that red 
food, for I am faint : — therefore his name was 
called Edom.* And Jacob said to him, Sell me 
this day thy birth-right. And Esau said to him. 
Behold, I am going to die ; and what profit shall 
this birth-right do to me ? And Jacob said, 

♦ JEWow.-- Red. 
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Swear to me this day : and he swore to him : and 
he sold his birth-right to Jacob. And Jacob gave 
Esau bread and pottage of lentiles : and he did 
eat and drink, and went his way : so Esau despised 
his birth-right. 

And there was a famine in the land, besides 
the first famine that was in the days of Abraham, 
And Isaac w^ent to Abimelech, Mng of the Phi- 
listines,* to Gerar. And the Lord appeared to 
him, and said. Go not down into Egypt ; dwell in 
the land which I shall tell thee of. Sojourn in 
this land, and I will be with thee, and will bless 
thee ; for to thee, and to thy seed, I will give all 
these countries, and I will perform the oath which 
I swore to Abraham thy father. And I will mul- 
tiply thy seed, like the stars of heaven ; and I will 
give to thy posterity aU these countries ; and in 
thy seed shall all the nations of the earth be 
blessed ; because that Abraham obeyed my voice, 
and kept my observances, my commands, my 
institutions, my laws. 

And Isaac abode in Gerar. And Isaac sowed in 
that land, and received in the same year a hun- 
dred fold : and the Lord blessed him. And the 
man was great, and he went going on, becoming 
great, until he was exceeding great. And he had 
possessions of flocks and herds, and a great house- 
hold of servants : and the Philistines envied him. 
For aU the wells that the servants of his father 
Abraham had digged, the Philistines stopped and 
filled with earth. And Abimelech said unto Isaac, 
Depart from us, for thou art become much might- 
ier than we. So Isaac departed, and pitched 
his tent in the valley of Gerar, and dwelt there. 
And Isaac digged again the wells which the ser- 

* Philistines or Palestines — a tribe inhabiting the southern 
part of the sea coast of the Holy Land, from whom the 
whole land was in after ages called Palestine. 
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vants of his father ^braham had digged (for the 
Philistines had stopped them after the death of 
Abraham.) And he called them by the same 
names by which his father had called them. And 
Isaac's servants digged in the valley, and found 
there a well of living water. And the herdmen 
of Gerar did strive with Isaac's herdmen, saying, 
The water is ours ; and he called the name of the 
well Esek ;* because they strove with him. And 
they digged another well, and they contended for 
that also : and he called the name of it Sitnah.t 
And he removed from thence, and digged another 
weU ; and for that they did not contend ; and he 
called the name of it Rehoboth ;J and he said, 
For now the Lord hath made room for us, and 
makes us fruitful in the land. 

And he went up from thence to Beersheba. 
And the Lord appeared unto him the same night, 
and said, I am the God of Abraham thy father 
fear not, for I am with thee, and will bless thee, 
and multiply thy seed for my servant Abraham's 
sake. And ho built an altar there : and called upon 
the name of the Lord, and pitched his tent there. 

And when Esau was forty years old, he took 
to wife Judith, the daughter of Been the Hittite, 
and Bashemath the daughter of Elon the Hittite : 
and they were a bitterness of spirit to Isaac and 
Rebekah. 



Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit 
the land. Blessed are the peace-makers, for they 
shall be called the children of God. You have 
heard that it hath been said. An eye for an eye, 
and a tooth for a tooth. But I say unto you, not 



* JEsek. — Extortion or oppression. 
^ f Siinah, enmity — The name Satan tne adversary, is de- 
rived from the same root. 
X Rehobotn^ room, open space. 
O. T— No. 1. 

Digitized byVjOOQlC 



66 

to resist evil, but whosoevei^ shall strike thee on 
thy right cheek, turn to him the other also. And 
let him that would have judgment against thee, 
and take away thy coat, have thy cloak also. 
And whosoever shall compel thee to go a mile, go 
with him two.* 



WORDS, &C. TO BE EXPLAINED IN LESSON XVII. 

Expired, Potta^re, Pitched, 

Full of years, Was faint, Bitterness of siurit^ 

Gathered to. Birth-right, Inherit, 

Besought, Lentiles, Resist, 

Was entreated of. Famine, Compel. 



QUESTIONS ON LESSON XVn. 

How much did Abraham give to Isaac ? 

What did he give to his oUier children when he sent them 
away? 

Plow old was Abraham when he died ? 

Who buried him ? 

Where did they bury him ? 

Where did Isaac dwell after his father's death ? 

How old was Isaac when he married Rebekah ? 

"What were the names of the twins that she bore ? 

How old was Isaac when these children were bom ? 

What is said of their occupations ? 

Why did Isaac love Esau ? 

Tell me the story of Esau's selling his birth-right ? 

To whom did Isaac go during the famine ? 

Why did the Philistmes envy Isaac? 

What did they do? 

Why did Abinielech send Isaac away ? 

Where did Isaac go to ? 

What did Isaac do when the Philbtines claimed the wellf 
tliat he had digged ? 

Where did the Lord appear to Isaac ? 

What did he say to him ? 

How old was Esau when he married ? 

Whom did he marry ? 

Pid this marriage please Isaac and Rebekah? 

* From Matthew t* 
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LESSON xvm. 

Jacob by stealth receives Ms father's blessinff, and 
is constrained to flee to Padan^Aram from the 
resentment of Esau, 

B.C. 1760. 

FROM GENESIS XXVII. AND XXVIII. 

And it came to pass when Isaac was old, and 
his eyes were dim, so that he could not see, he 
called Esau his eldest son, and said' unto him, My 
son ; and he said unto him, Behold, here am I, 
And he said unto him, Behold, now I am old, I 
know not the day of my death. Now, therefore, 
take now thy weapons, thy quiver and thy bow, 
and go out into the field, and hunt for me some 
v^enison, and make me savoury meat, such as I 
love, and bring it to me that 1 may eat, and my 
5oid may bless thee before I die.* 

And Rebekah heard when Isaac spoke to Esau 
his son. And Esau went to the field to hunt for 
venison, and to bring it. And Rebekah spoke to 
Jacob her son, saying, Behold, I heard thy father 
speak to Esau thy brother, saying, Bring me ve- 
nison, and make me savoury meat, that I may eat, 
and bless thee in the presence of the Lord before 
I die. Now, therefore, my son, listen to my voice 
according to that which I command thee. Go now 
to the flock, and take for me from thence two good 
kids of the goats, and I will make of them savoury 



* Bestowing the blessing was a religious ceremony ; and 
as eating and drinking were used among the Asiatics, on 
almost all religious occasions, especially in making and con- 
firming covenants, it is probable that Isaac called for food 
provided by Esau, as a necessary prelude to hb bestowing 
the blessing upon him. 
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meat for thy father, such as he loves : and thou 
shalt bring it to thy father, and he shall eat, to 
the end that he may bless thee before his death. 

And Jacob said to Rebekah hi« mother, Behold, 
Esau my brother is a hairy man, and I am a 
smooth man. My father will perhaps feel me, 
and I shall be in his eyes a deceiver, and 1 shall 
l)ring upon me a curse instead of a blessing. And- 
his mother said to him, Upon me be thy curse, 
my son ; only hearken to my voice, and go take 
for me, as I have said. 

And he went and took and brought ^the kidsl 
to his mother: and his mother made savoury 
meat, such as his father loved. And she took- 
goodly raiment of her eldest son Esau, which 
«vas with her in the house, and she clothed her 
youngest son Jacob with it, and she put the skins 
of the kids of the goats* upon his hands, and 
upon the smooth of his neck, and she gave the 
savoury meat and the bread that she had prepared 
mto the hand of her son Jacob. 

And he came to his father, and said, My fa- 
ther ; and he said, Here am I ; who art thou, my 
son? And Jacob said, I am Esau thy first-bom ;- 
I have done as thou didst say to me ; arise, I pray 
thee, sit and eat of my venison, that thy soul may 
bless me. And Isaac said to his son. How is it 
that thou hast found it so quickly, my sou? And 
he said. Because the Lord thy God caused it to 
come before me. And Isaac said unto Jacob, 
Come hither now, that i may feel thee my son, 
whether thou be my very son Esau or not. And 
Jacob went near to Isaac his father, and he felt 



* Skins of the kids — Goats in hot climates have long fine 
hair, of the most delicate, silky softness, and these skins* 
being of the kids, would be short and thin, as well as soft, 
so that Isaac, when hb eyes were dim, and his feeling im^ 
pared, ought easily be deceived by it. 
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him, and said, The voice indeed is the voice of 
Jacob; but the hands are the hands of Esau. 
And he discerned him not, because his hands 
were hairy as his brother Esau's hands. 

And he blessed him and said. Art thou my 
very son Esau ? And he said, I am. And he said, 
Bring near to me, and I will eat of my son's 
venison, that my soul may bless thee. And he 
brought it near to him, and he did eat : and he 
brought him wine, and he drank. And his father 
Isaac said unto him. Come near now, and kiss 
me, my son. And he came near and kissed him : 
and he smollcd the scent of his raiment, and 
blessed him, and said. Behold, the sn^ell of my 
son is as the smell of a field which the Lord hath 
blessed. And God give thee of the dew of heaven, 
and of the fatness of the earth, and abundance 
of com and wine. Let people serve thee, and 
nations bow down to thee. Be thou lord of thy 
brethren, and let thy mother's children bow down 
to thee. Cursed be every one that curseth thee, 
and blessed be he that blesseth thee. 

And it came to pass, as Isaac made an end of 
blessing Jacojb, and Jacob had scarcely gone out 
from the presence of Isaac his father, that Esau 
his brother came in from his hunting. And he 
also made savoury meat, and brought it unto his 
fiither, and said to his father. Let my father arise, 
and eat of thy son's venison ; that thy soul may 
bless me. And Isaac his father said unto him, 
Who art thou ? And he said, I am thy son, thy 
first-born, Esau. And Isaac trembled with a great 
fa*embling exceedingly, and said. Who then is he 
that hath taken venison, and brought it me, and 
I have eaten of all before thou earnest, and have 
blessed him? Yea, and he shall be blessed. 

And when Esau heard the words of his father, 
he cried with a great and exceeding bitter cry, 
and said, Bless >^o, oven me also, my father! 
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And he said, Thy brother came deceitfully and 
took thy blessing. And he said, Is he not rightly 
named Jacob ;* for he hath supplanted me these 
two times : he took my birth-right; and, behold, 
now he hath taken my blessing. And he said, 
Hast thou not reserved a blessing for me ? And 
Isaac answered and said unto Esau, Behold, 1 
have appointed him thy lord, and all his brethren 
have 1 given to liim for servants ; and with com 
and wine have I sustained him : and what shall 
i do now for thee, my son? And Esau said 
to his father. Hast thou but one blessing, my 
father? bless me, even me also, my father! 
And Esau lifted up his voice and wept. And 
Isaac his father answered and said unto him, 
With the fatness of the earth, and with the dew 
of heaven from above, shall thy dwelling be ; and 
by thy sword shalt thou live, and shalt serve thy 
brother; and it shall come to pass, that wheii 
thou shalt overcome, thou shalt break his yoke 
from off thy neck. 

And Esau hated Jacob, because of the blessing 
wherewith his father had blessed him. And Esau 
said in his heart. The days of mourning for my 
father are at hand ; then will I kill my brother 
Jacob. 

And these words of Esau, her elder son, were 
told to liebekah ; and she sent and called Jacob, 
her son, and said to him. Behold, thy brother 
Esau will revenge himself of thee, by killing 
thee. Now, therefore, my son, listen to my voice, 
and arise, get thee away to Laban my brother 
to Haran ; and dwell with him a few days, 
until the rage of thy brother turn away, until 
his indignation turn away from thee ; and he 
forget the tilings thou hast done to him: then 
1 will send, and bring thee from thence. Why 

* Jacob, a supplanter. 
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should I be bereaved even of you both in one 
day?* 

And Rebekah said to Isaac, I am weary of my 
life, because of the daughters of Heth : if Jacob 
take a wife of the daughters of Heth, such as 
these of the daughters of the land, why should 
i live any longer? And Isaac called Jacob, and 
blessed him, and charged him, saying, Take not 
a wife of the daughters of Canaan ; but arise, 
and go to Padan-Aram, to the house of Bethuel 
thy mother's father, and take thee a wife from 
thence of the daughters of Laban thy mother's 
brother. And God Almighty bless thee, and 
make thee fruitful, and multiply thee, that thou 
mayest be a multitude of people : and give the 
blessings of Abraham to thee, and to thy seed 
after thee, that thou mayest inherit the land, 
wherein thou art a sojourner, which God gave to 
Abraham. And Isaac sent away Jacob, that he 

* Although the Scripture records the dissimulation and 
falsehoods of Rebekah and Jacob, in obtaining the blessing 
of Isaac, it does not justify them, but on the contrary, 
records the punishment with which this sin was followed. 
Rebekah might be said to have lost both of her sons, in 
consequence of this deception practised on her husband. 
Esau was enraged by it, and she was obliged to part with 
Jacob to save him from his brother's purjwse of revenge : 
nor does it appear that she ever saw Jacob again in this 
life. But, although Jacob had a right to the blessing, as it 
had been decreed by God before the birth of the children, he 
and Rebekah were wrong in seeking to obtain it by fraud. 
They should have committed the matter to God by prayer, 
and he would have procured for Jacob the blessing in a 
manner consistent with his integritv. It has been remarked 
that after this Jacob enjoyed but little peace, and particu- 
larly, that he was frequently deceived ; first by I^ban, and 
that repeatedly ; then by Rachael ; then by his son Reuben ; 
and afterwards by all his sons, in regard to Joseph, a^ will 
be related in order. 
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might go to Padan-Aram, uuto Laban, the son of 
Bethuel the Syrian* the brother of Rebekah, 
Jacob's and Esau's mother. 



From Hebrews xiL 

Follow peace with all men, and holiness, 
without which no man shall see the Lord : look- 
ing diligently, lest any man fall from the grace 
of God ; lest any root of bitterness springing up 
disturb you, and by it many be defiled : lest there 
be any fornicator or profane person,f as Esau; 
who for one meal sold his birth-right. For ye 
know that . afterwards, when he would have in- 
herited the blessing, he was rejected; for he 
found J no place of repentance, although he sought 
it earnestly with tears. 



WORDS, &C. TO BE EXPIAINED IN UBSSON XYIH. 

Stealth, Venison, Reserved, 

Constrained, Savoury, Sustained, 

Resentment, To the end. Bereaved, 

Came to pass, Raiment, Inherit, 

Dine, Scent, Sojourner, 

Quiver, Supplanted, Rejected. 



* Syrian — Aramite. Heb. 

f Profane person — The birth-iight and the blessing at- 
tached to it, included the promises made to Abraham ; and 
they being of a religious nature, it was profaneness to treat 
them lightly, to sell them for any temporal advantage, even 
for life itself; much more to sell them for a mess of pottage. 
But Esau despised his birth-right 

iHe founds 6re. — Tliat is, he found no way to bring his 
er to repent, or change his mind, with respect to hia 
having given the blessing to his younger son Jacob. 
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QVSSTIOIIS ON JJU90V XTDI. 



What did Isaac say to Esau ? 
Who overheai'd this ? 
What did Kebekah tell Jacob to do P 
\Vhat objection did Jacob make ? 
Whose Clothes did Jacob put on ? 
What questions did Isaac put to Jacob f 
Why did Isaac feel Jacob ? 
What did he say, when he had felt him P 
Bepeat Isaac*s blessing ? 
Who came in as Jacob went out from Isaac ? 
How was Isaac affected, when he discovered that he had 
been deceived ? 
How often did Esau say that Jacob had supplanted him f 
What was the blessing that Esau received ? 
What was it that Esau said in his heart ? 
When Rebekah heard this, where did she send Jacob to ? 
What did Rebekah say to Isaac ? 
What did Isaac, upon this, conmiand Jacob to do P 



LESSON XIX. 

Jacob goes to Mesopotamia. His reception there. 

B.C. 1760. 

FROM GENESIS XXVIII. AND XXIX. 

And Jacob went out from Beersheba, and went 
towards Haran. And lie arrived at a place where 
he tarried aU night, for the sun was gone down : 
and he took of the stones of the place, and put 
them as supports for his head, and lay down in 
that place to sleep. And he dreamed, and behold, 
a ladder standing upon the earth, and the top of it 
reached to heaven : and behold, the angels oi God 
ascending and descending on it. And behold, the 
Lord stood above it, and said, I am the Lord God 
of Abraham thy father, and the God of Isaac : 
the land whereon thou liest, to thee will I give it, 
and to thy seed. And thy seed shall be as the 



y Google 



T4 

dust of the earth, and thou shalt spread abroad to 
the west, and to the east, and to the north, and to 
the south, and in thee and thy seed, shall all the 
famiUes of the earth be blessed. And behold, I 
am with thee, and I will keep thee whithersoever 
thou goest, and will bring thee back to this land : 
for I will not leave thee, until I have done that 
which I have promised to thee. 

And Jacob awoke out of his sleep, and said, 
Surely the Lord is in this place, and I knew it 
not. And he was afraid, and said. How dreadful 
is this place ! this is no other than the house of 
God, and this is the gate of heaven. 

And Jacob arose early in the morning, and 
took the stone which he had put for a support to 
his head, and set it up for a pJlar, and poured oil 
upon the top of it. And he called the name of 
that place Bethel,* but the name of that city was 
at first Luz.f 

And Jacob vowed a vow, saying. If God will 
be with me, and will keep me in this way in which 
I am going, and will give me bread to eat, and 
raiment to put on, so that I come again to my 
father's house in peace ; then the Lord shall be 
my God, and this stone which I have set up 
for a pillar, shall be [called] the house of God, 
find of all that thou shalt give me, I will surely 
give the tenth unto thee. 

Then Jacob went on his journey, and came 
unto the land of the people of the east. And he 
looked, and behold a well in the field, and, lo, 
there were three flocks of sheep lying by it ; for 
out of that well they watered the flocks, and a 
great stone lay upon the mouth of the well* And 

* Bethely i. e. House of God. 

t Lu2. — A city was afterwards bmlt in the place which 
Jacob called Bethel, and was called Luz. But when the 
children of Jacob obtained po8<«*^ssion of it, they culled it 
Bethel 
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tiiither all the flocks were gathered, and they 
rolled the stone from the mouth of the well, and 
watered the sheep, and they put the stone again 
upon the mouth of the weU, in its place. And 
Jacob said unto them, My brethren, whence are 
ye ? And they said, Of Haran are we. And he 
said unto them. Know ye Laban the son oi 
Nahor ? And they said, We know him. And he 
said unto them, Is it weU with him ? And they 
said, It is well ; and behold, Kachel his daughter 
cometh with the sheep. And he said, Lo ! there 
is yet much day remaining, neither is it time to 
gather the cattle ; water ye the sheep, and go and 
feed them. And they said, We cannot, until all 
the flocks be gathered together, and till the stone 
be removed from the mouth of the well, then we 
water the sheep. 

And while he was yet speaking with them, 
Rachel came with her father's sheep, for she kept 
them. And so it was, that when Jacob saw Ra- 
chel, the daughter of Laban, his mother's brother, 
and the sheep of Laban, his mother's brother, that 
Jacob went near, and removed the stone from the 
mouth of the well, and watered the flock of La- 
ban, his mother's brother. And Jacob kissed 
Rachel, and hfted up his voice and wept. And 
Jacob told Rachel that he was her father's bro- 
ther,* and the son of Rebekah ; and she ran and 
told her father. 

And so it was, that, when Laban heard the 
tidings of Jacob, his sister's son, that he ran to 
meet him, and embraced and kissed him, and 

* Her father* 8 brother. — Any very near collateral relative 
is in Hebrew called a brother, as any relative in the line of 
direct descent is called a father or a son. Jacob was 
Lab»)*8 brother, as being the son of his sister, and thus 
the representative of his sister. Jacob was not guilty of 
falsehood, therefore, in describing himself as the brother of 
Laban. 
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brought him to his house. And he recounted to 
Laban all these things. And Laban said to him. 
Surely thou art my bone and my flesh. 

And he abode with him the space of a month. 
And Laban said to Jacob, Because thou art mj 
brother, shouldestthou,therefore, serve me without 
wages ? Tell me what shall thy wages be ? And 
Laban had two daughters : the namo of the elder 
was Leah, and the name of the yoimger was 
Rachel. Leah was tender-eyed ; but Rachel was 
beautiful in form and appearance. And Jacob 
loved Rachel ; and said, I will serve thee seven 
years, for Rachel thy younger daughter. And 
Laban said, It is better that I give her to thee 
than that I should give her to another man ; abide 
with me. 

So Jacob served seven years for Rachel : and 
they seemed to him but a few days, for the love 
thart he had to her. 

[Then, at the end of seven years, Jacob asked Laban 
to give him Rachel to be his wife, for whom he had 
served him so long. But Laban deceived him, and gava 
him Leah.] 

And Jacob said to Laban, What is this thou 
hast done unto me ? Did I not serve with thee 
for Rachel ? Why hast thou deceived me ? And 
Laban said, It must not be so done in our coun- 
try, to give the younger before the first-bom. 
Fulfil the seven days of this daughter, and we will 
give thee the other also, for the service which 
thou shalt serve with me, yet other seven years. 
And Jacob did so, and ftdfiUed her seven days. 
And he gave him Rachel his daughter to wife also. 

And he loved Rachel more than Leah, and 
ierved him yet other seven years. 

[By these two wives and theb.two handmaids — ^who, 
according to the custom of that age, were given to him 
also as wives — he had twelve sons. Their names were 
Reuben, the eldest, next Simeon, then Levi, .Judah| 
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Dm, Naphtdl% Gad, Asher, Issachar, Zebulun, Josejih, 
and BeDJamin. Joseph and Benjamin were the sons of 
Rachel, who died in child-birth of Benjamin, as is after- 
wards to be related.] 



WOBDS, &C. TO BB BXPI^ABTBD IN LESSON XIX. 

Reception, Vow, Tidings, 

Tallied, Thither, Recounted. 



QUESTIONS ON LESSON XIX. 

TowABDS what place did Jacob go, when he left Beer- 
sheba ? 

When he went to sleep, what did he use to support his 
head ? 

Relate his ^beam. 

What did Jacob say when he awoke ? 

What did he do when he awoke ? 

What name did he give the place ? 

W^hat was Jacob's vow ? 

Where did Jacob go after that? 

What were the people of the East doing, when he first 
came to them ? 

What questions did Jacob ask them ? 

Who came up while they were speaking ? 

WTiat did Jacob do when he saw Rachel ? 

What did he tell Rachel ? 

What did liaban do, when he heard that Jacob was 
come? 

What were the names of Laban's daughters ? 

What reward was Jacob to receive for his labour ? 

How long was he to serve for her ? 

How did Laban deceive Jacob ? 

AVhat reason did he give for so doing? 

Upon what terms did he obtain Rachel? 

Was Leah or Rachel most loved by Jacob ? 

How many sons had Jacob ? 

Who was the eldest? 

Can you tell me their names ? 

Who were the sons of EUchel? 
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LESSON XX. 

JaooV% Return with his Family to Canaan. 

B.C. 1745. 

FROM OBNBSIS XXX. AND XXXI. 

And it came to pass, when Rachel had bom 
Joseph, that Jacob said to Laban, Send me awaj, 
that I may go unto mine own place, and to my 
country. Give me my wives and my children, 
for whom I have served thee, and let me go, for 
thou knowest the services which I have rendered 
to thee. 

And Laban said unto him. If now I have found 
favour in thine eyes, [tarry] i for I have perceived 
that the Lord hath blessed me for thy sake. 
And he said, Appoint me thy wages, and I wiU 
give it. And he said to him. Thou knowest how 
I have served thee, and how thy cattle was with 
me. For it was little which thou hadst before 1 
came, and it hath burst forth into a multitude, 
and the Lord blessed thee at my coming; and 
now when shall I provide for mine own house 
also ? And Laban said, What shall I give thee ? 
And Jacob said. Thou shalt not give me any 
thing ; if thou wilt do this thing for me, I will 
again feed and keep thy flock : I will pass trough 
aU thy flock to-day, removing from tnence all the 
specUed and spotted cattle, and all the brown 
cattle among the sheep, and the spotted and 
speckled among the goats, and of such shall be 
my wages. So shall my honesty answer for me 
in future, when it shall be manifest to thee con- 
cerning my wages; every one that is mot speckled 
and spotted among the goats, and brown amon^ 
the sheep^ that shall be counted stolen, [if foundj 
with me. And Laban said. Behold, I would it 
might be according to thy word. And he re- 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



79 

moved tliat day the he-goats, that were ring- 
gtraked and spotted, and all the she-goats that 
were speckled and spotted, and every one that 
had some white in it, and all the hrown among 
the sheep, and gave them into the hand of his 
sons. And he set three days' journey betwixt 
himself and Jacob : and Jacob fed the rest of 
Laban's flocks. 

[The result of this arrangement waa, that, by the fayour 
of God upon Jacob, the stronger cattle brought forth young 
ring-straked, 8i)eckled and spotted, which fell to JacoVs 
share, so that] the man was enriched exceedingly, 
and had much cattle, and maid-servants and men- 
servants, and camels and asses. 

And he heard the words of Laban's sons, say^ 
ing, Jacob hath taken away all that was our fa- 
ther's, and by that which was our father's, hath 
gained all this glory. And Jacob saw the coun- 
tenance of Laban, and lo, it was not vdth him as 
formerly. 

And the Lord said imto Jacob, Return unto the 
land of thy fathers, and to thy kindred, and I will 
be with thee. And Jacob sent and called Rachel 
and Leah into the field, where his flock was, and 
said unto them, I perceive that your father's 
countenance is not vrith me as heretofore ; but 
the God of my father hath been with me. And 
ye know that with all my power have I served 
your father. And your father hath deceived me, 
and changed my wages ten times, but God hath 
not Buflbred him to do me evil. If he said 
thus: The speckled shall be thy wages; then 
all the cattle bore speckled ; and if he said thus . 
The ring-straked shall be thy wages ; then all the 
cattle bore ring-straked. Thus God hath taken 
away the possessions of your fethery and hath 
given them to me. 

And Rachel and Leah answered and said unto 
him. Have we yet any portion or inheritance in 
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the house of our father ? Are we not counted of 
him strangers ? for he hath sold us and eaten up 
the price of us. For all the wealth which God 
hath taken from our father, that belongs to us, 
and to our children: now then, all that God hath 
said unto thee do. 

Then Jacob rose up and set his wives and hia 
sons upon camels, and he took away all his cattle 
and all his riches that he had acquired, the cattle 
that belonged to him, that he had acquired in 
Padan-Aram, to go to Isaac, his father, in the 
land of Canaan. 

And Laban had gone to shear his sheep : and 
llachel stole the images that her father had. And 
Jacob deceived Laban the Syrian, in not shewing 
him that he was fleeing away. So he fled and all 
that belonged to him ; and he rose up, and passed 
over the river, and set his face towards the mount 
Gilead. 

And it was made known to Laban on the liiird 
day, that Jacob had fled. And he took his 
brethren with him, and pursued after him, a 
journey of seven days ; and they overtook him 
in mount Gilead. 

And God came to Laban the Syrian in a dream 
by night, and said unto him, Take heed to thy- 
self that thou speak not to Jacob either good or 
bad. Tlien Laban came up with Jacob. Now 
Jacob had pitched his tent in the mountain, and 
Laban with hm brethren, pitched in the same 
mount Gilead. And Laban said to Jacob, What 
hast thou done in that thou hast deceived me, and 
hast taken away my daughters^ as captives taken 
with the sword? Wherefore^ didst thou make 
secret of thy fleeing away, and didst steal away, 
and didst not shew me, that I might have sent 
thee away with joy, and with songs, with timbrek 
n'ul with harps, and hast not permitted me to kiss 
2uy sons and my daughters. Thou hast now done 
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foolishly in so doing. It is in the power of my 
hand to do thee evil ; but the God of your father 
yesternight spoke to me, saying, Take heed to 
thyself that thou speak not to Jacob either good 
or bad. And now though thou wouldest needs 
be ^one, because thou sore longedst after thy 
father's house, yet, wherefore hast thou stolen 
my gods ? 

Jacob answered, It was because I was afraid ; 
for I said. Lest thou take thy daughters by force 
from me. With whomsoever thou findest thy 
gods, let him not live. In the presence of our 
brethren, search thou what is thine with me, and 
take it to thee. (For Jacob knew not that Rachel 
had stolen them.) So Laban wont into Jacob's 
tent, and into Leah's tent, and into the tents of 
the two handmaids, and found them not. Then 
went hb out of Leah's tent, and entered into Ra^ 
chel's tent. But Rachel had taken the images 
and had them put into the camels* basket,* and 
sat above them. And Laban searched all the 
tent, but found them not. And she said to her 
father, Let it not displease my lord that I cannot 
rise up before thee, for the custom of women is 
upon me. And he searched, but found not the 
images. 

And Jacob was angry and contended with 
liaban ; and Jacob answered and said to Laban, 
What is my offence ? What is my sin ? that thou 
art so hot after me. And since thou hast searched 
all my furniture, what hast thou found of all thy 
furniture ? Lay it here before my brethren and 

* Basket ^Furniture, literally Car ; and, as appears from 

the manner in which females in that district of country, still 
travel upon camels, was a sort of pannier of basket-work, 
covered with cloth, one of which was hung on each side of 
the camel ; somewhat in form like a cradle, with head, 
back and sides. In these baskets or pannieis, females and 
children were placed during the journey. 
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thy brethren, that they may judge betwixt us 
both. These twenty years am I with thee ; thy 
ewes and thy she-goats have not been barren, 
and the rams of thy flock have I not eaten. That 
which was torn of beasts I did not bring to thee; 
I bore the loss of it ; at my hand tJiou didst 
require what was stolen by day, or what was 
stolen by night. Thus I was; in the day, the 
drought consumed me, and the cold by night, 
and my sleep fled from mine eyes. Thus have I 
been twenty years in thy house ; i served thee 
fourteen years for thy two daughters, and six 
years for thy cattle ; and thou hast changed my 
wages ten times. Unless the God of my father, 
the God of Abraham, and the fear of Isaac had 
remained to me, surely thou hadst sent me away 
no / empty. God hath seen my affliction, and 
the labour of my hands, and rebiied thee yester- 
night. 

And Laban answered and said unto Jacob, The 
daughters are my daughters, the children are my 
children, and the cattle are my cattle ; and what 
can I do this day to these my daughters, or unto 
their children that they have born? And now 
come, let us make a covenant, I and thou, and 
it shall be for a testimony between me and thee. 
The God of Abraham, and the God of Nahor, 
the God of their father judge betwixt us. 

And Jacob swore by the fear of his father Isaac. 
Then Jacob offered sacrifices upon the mount, 
and called his brethren to eat bread; and they did 
eat bread, and tarried all night in the mount. And 
Laban arose early at the dawn of the morning, 
and kissed his sons and his daughters^ and blessed 
them, and returned to his place. 
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WOBD8, &C. TO BB EXPLAINED IN LESS05 XX. 



Rendered, 

Tarry, 

Perceived, 

Appoint, 

Provide for. 

Removing, 

Manifest, 

Concerning, 

Speckled, 

Ring-straked, 

Journey, 

Result, 

Arrantrement, 



Countenance, 

Heretofore, 

Deceived, 

Possessions, 

Inheritance, 

Counted, 

Accjuircd, 

Pitched his tent. 

Captives, 

Taken with the 

sword, 
Steal away. 
Timbrels, 



Sore lon^edst, 

Handmaids, 

Contended, 

Offence, 

Furniture, 

Recjuire, 

Drought, 

Consumed, 

W aires. 

Affliction, 

Rebuked, 

Testimony. 



QUESTIONS ON LESSON XX 

Whom did Jacob ask to send him away ? 

When did he ask to be sent away ? 

What did Laban answer ? 

Did Jacob agree to remdn longer ? 

What wages was he to have ? 

What happened in consequence of this arrangement ? 

What did Jacob hoar Laban's sons saying ? 

What did the Lord say to Jacob ? 

What did Jacob do ? 

What did he say to Rachel and Leah ? 

What did Rachel and Leah answer ? 

What did Jacob then do ? 

What did Rachel do, when she was leaving her (ather^i 
house ? 

Where was Laban, when Jacob set out on his journey ^ 

When Laban heard that Jacob was gone, what did he 
do? 

Where did he overtake Jatrob ? 

What did God say to Laban ? and when did he say it ? 

What did Laban say to Jacob ? 

What answer did Jacob make ? 

What did Laban search for in Jacob's tent ? 

Did he find them ? 

What did Jacob say ' 

Who did he say had protected him » 

What answer did Laban make ' 

What did Laban and Jacob then do ? 

What then became of Laban ? 
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LESSON XXT. 
The Meeting of Jacob and Esau. 

B.C. 1739. 
FROM GENESIS XXXII. AND XXXIM. 

And Jacob went on his way, and the angels of 
God met him. And when he saw them, he said. 
These are the encampments of God; and he 
called the name of that place Mahanaim.* And 
Jacob sent messengers before him, to Esau his 
brother, unto the land of Seir, the country of 
Edom. And he commanded them, saying, Thus 
shall ye speak to my lord Esau : thus saith thy 
servant Jacob, I have sojourned with Laban, and 
stayed there till now. And I have oxen and 
asses, sheep, and men-servants, and women-ser- 
vants : and I have sent to shew this to my lord, 
that I may find favour in thy sight. 

And the messengers returned to Jacob, saying, 
We came to Esau, thy brother, and also he cometh 
to meet thee, and four hundred men with him. 
And Jacob was greatly afraid and distressed ; and 
he divided the people that was with him, and the 
sheep, and the oxen, and the camels into two 
encampments, and said, If Esau comes to the one 
encampment and smite it, then the other encamp- 
ment which is left shall escape. 

And Jacob said, God of my father Abraham, 
and God of my father Isaac, O Lord, who saidst 
to me. Return to thy country, and to thy kindred, 
and I will deal weU with thee : I amjiot worthy of 
the least of all thy mercies, and of all the truth 
which thou hast done to thy servant ; for with my 
utaff, I passed over this Jordan, and now I am 

^ Encampments. 
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become two encampments. DeKver me, I pray 
thee, from the hand jof my brother, from the hand 
of Esau : for I am afraid of him, lest he come and 
smite me, and the mother with the children. And 
thou saidst, I will surely deal well with thee, and 
make thy seed to he as the sand of the sea, which 
cannot be numbered for multitude. 

And he lodged there that night ; and he took 
of that which had come into his hands a present 
for Esau his brother ; two hundred she-goats, and 
twenty he-goats, two hundred ewes, and twenty 
rams, thirty milch camcJs, with their colts, forty 
kine, and ten bulls, twenty she asses, and ten 
foals. And he gave them into the hand of his 
servant, every drove by itself, and said unto his 
servants, Pass over before me, and put a space 
between drove and drove. And he commanded 
the foremost, saying, When Esau my brother 
meeteth thee, and asketh thee, Whose art thou? 
and whither goest thou? and whose are these 
before thee? thus thou shalt say, Thy servant 
Jacob's ; it is a present sent unto my lord Esau : 
and, behold, also he is behind us. In hke manner, 
he commanded the second and the third, and all 
that followed the dro es, saying, According to 
these words, speak ye to Esau, when ye find him 
and ye shall also say. Behold thy servant Jacob 
is behind us. For he said, I will appease him 
with the present that goeth before me, and after- 
wards I will see his face, it may be that he will 
accept of me.* 

* Jacob had prayed to God to deliver him from the re- 
sentment of his Drother, and God, in answer to his prayer, 
had taught him the method described above, of appeasing 
Esau. It was just that Jacob should be humbled before his 
brother, previously to their reconciliation, on account of the 
deceit which he had practised, in obtaining his father's 
blessing ; but having been made sensible of his fault, it 
pleased God to incline Esau to lay aside all farther purposes 
of revenge, and to be cordially reconciled to him. 
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And the present passed over before him ; but 
he himself lodged that night in the encampment. 
And he rose up that night, and took ms two 
wives, and his two handmaids, and his eleyen 
sons, and passed over the ford Jabbok. And he 
took them, and sent them over the brook, and he 
sent over all that belonged to him. 

And Jacob was left alone, and a man wrestled 
with him, till the dawning of the morning. And 
when he saw that he could not prevail over him, 
he touched the hollow of his thigh, and the hol- 
low of Jacob's thigh was out of joint as he wrestled 
with him. And he said, Let me go, for the day 
dawns. And he said, I will not let thee go, unless 
thou bless me. And he said to him, What is thy 
name ? And he said, Jacob. And he said, Thy 
name shall be no more called Jacob, but Tsrael : 
for thou hast had power as a prince with God, 
and with man thou shalt prevail Jacob asked 
him, and said, Declare to me thy name. And he 
said. Why is this that thou askest after my name? 
And he blessed him there. 

And Jacob called the name of the place Peniel. 
for, said he, I have seen God face to face, and 
my life is preserved. And, as he passed over 
Fennel the sun rose upon him, and he halted 
upon his tliigh. Therefore, the children of Israel, 
unto this day, eat not of the sinew which shrank, 
which is upon the hollow of the thigh, because he 
touched the hollow of Jacob's thigh in the sinew 
which shrank. 

And Jacob lifted up his eyes and looked, and 
behold Esau came, and with him four hundred 
men. And he divided the children imto Leah, 
and unto Rachel, and unto the two handmaids. 
And he put the handmaids and their children 
foremost, and Leah and her children after, and 
Rachel and Joseph last. 

And he himself passed over before them, and 
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bowed himself down to the ground seven timefli 
till he came near his brother. And Esau ran to 
meet him, and embraced him, and fell on his 
nock, and kissed him ; and they wept. And he 
lifted up his eyes and saw the women and the 
children, and said, Who are these with thee? 
And he said. The children whom God hath 
graciously given to thy servant. Then the hand- 
maidens came near, they and their children, and 
bowed themselves. And Leah also, with her 
children, came near, and bowed themselves ; and 
after came Joseph near, and Rachel, and they 
bowed themselves. 

And he said, What meanest thou by the host* 
that I met ? And ho said. It is to find favour in 
the sight of my lord. And Esau said, I have 
enough, my brother. Let that be thine which is 
thine. And Jacob said. Nay, I pray thee, if now 
I have found favour in thy sight, then receive my 
present at my hand ; for, tnerefore, have I seen thy 
face, as though I had seen the face of God, and 
thou wast pleased with me. Take, I pray thee, 
my blessmg, that I have brought to thee; because 
God hath dealt graciously wifii me, and because I 
have enough; and he urged him, and he took it.| 

So Esau returned that day on his way to Seir, 
and Jacob journeyed to Succoth, and buUt him an 
house, and made booths for his cattle : therefore 
the name of the place is called Succoth.^ 



* Esau compares the great droves of cattle, with tneir 
attendants, to an army. 

f Esau*s accepting the present, was a token of reconci* 
liation. 

{ iSkctfoM.— Booths, tents, or enclosures of cattle. 
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^ORDS, Ac. TO BE EXPLAINED IN IJBS0OK XZIk 



Encampments, 


Wrestled, 


Embraced, 


Messengers, 


Dawning, 


Graciouslj, 


Appease, 


Prevail over, 


Urged, 


Accept of me, 


Sinew, 


Journejed, 


Handmaids, 


Shrank, 


Booths. 


%ook, 







QUESTIONS ON LESSON XXI. 

Whom did Jacob meet, as he went on his way ? 

What name did he give to the place ? and why ? 

Wiat did Jacob do when he came near where Esau lived ? 

What intelligence did the messengers bring back ? 

How was Jacob aflected by this intelligence ? 

What did Jacob do first to be preserved from the anger 
of Esau ? 

AVhat did he next do ? 

How did Jacob dispose of his wives and children? 

Where did he lodge that night ? 

What happened to him when he was left alone ? 

"What name was given to him ? and why ? 

In what order did he place his wives and children, when 
Esau was coming near ? 

How did Jacob approach Esau ? 

How did Esau receive him? 

Did Esau at first receive the present which Jacob had 
prepared for him ? 

Did he afterwards ? 

Whither did Esau go after this meeting ? 

WTiither did Jacob go ? 
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LESSON xxn. 

Jacob cornea to Shechem, and is directed to go to 
Bethel. He purges his house of strange gods. 
He builds an altar at Bethel, and receives a 
renewal of the blessing of Abraham. Death 
of Rachel, 

B. C. 1732. 

FROM GENESIS XXXIII. AND XXXV. 

And Jacob came to Shalera, a city of Shechem, 
which is in the land of Canaan, when he returned 
from Padan-Aram. And he pitched his tent before 
the city. And he bought that part of the field in 
which he had pitched fis tents, of the children of 
Hamor, the father of Shechem, for a hundred 
lambs.* And he erected there an altar, and called 
it El-EIohe-Israel-t 

And God said to Jacob, Arise, go up to Bethel, 
and dwell there ; and make thee an altar to God, 
who appeared to thee when thou didst flee from 
the face of Esau thy brother. And Jacob said 
to his household, and to all that were with him, 
Put away the strange gods that are among you, 
and be cleansed, and change your garments ; and 
let us arise and go up to Bethel, and I will there 
make an altar to God, who answered me in the 
day of my distress, and was with me in thew way 
which I went. So they gave to Jacob all the 
strange gods that were in their hand, and all 

* Lambs. — ^In the authorised version, pieces of money. 
The meaning of the Hebrew word is not accurately known. 
It is supposed to si^iify some unknown coin. The LXX., 
Vulgate, and indeed most ancient versions, render it "lambs, ** 
which authorities are here followed. 

j El-Elohe-Israel— ''God, the God of Israel," or "tha 
Mighty One, the God of Israel.'* 
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their ear-rings that were in their ears, and Jacob 
hid them under the Turpentine tree, which waa 
near Shechem. 

And they removed, and Jacob came to Luz, 
which ia in the land of Canaan, that is Bethel, he 
and all the people that were with him. And he 
built there an altar, and called the name of that 
place Bethel, or the house of God: because 
there God had appeared to him when he fled 
from the face of his brother. And Deborah, 
Rebekah's nurse, died, and she was buried beneath 
Bethel, under an oak, and the name of it was 
called AUon-Bacuth, the oak of weeping. 

And God appeared again to Jacob on his com- 
ing out of Padan-Aram, and blessed him. And 
God said to him, Thy name is Jacob • thy name 
shall not be called any more Jacob, but Israel 
shall be thy name : and he called his name Israel. 
And God said unto him, I am God Almighty: 
be fruitful and multiply : a nation, yea an assem- 
bly of nations shall be from thee, 'and kings 
shall descend from thee, and the land which I 
gave to Abraham and to Isaac, to thee will I 
give it, and to thy seed after thee will I give the 
land. 

And God went up from him in the place 
where he talked with him. And Jacob set up a 
pillar in the place where he talked with him, even a 
pillar of stone ; and he poured a drink-ofiering 
on it, and he poured oil on it. And Jacob called 
the name of the place where God spoke with him, 
Bethel.* 

And they removed from Bethel: and when 
they were a little way from Ephratah, Rachel was 
in childbirth, and she had hard labour. And it 



* And Jacob called, S^c. — He thus confinned the name 
wbich he had formerly given to it, because God had in ihaX 
place appeared to him a second time. 
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came to pass, that, in her hard labour, the midwife 
said to her. Fear not; thou shalt have this son 
also. And so it was, that when her soul was in 
departing (for she died), that she called his name 
Benoni,* but his father called him Benjamin.t 
So Rachel died, and was buried in the way to 
Ephratah, which is Bethlehem. And Jacob erected 
a pillar over her grave, that is the pillar of llachers 
grave unto this day. 



From Mattliew iL 

[WTien Herod the king of Judea sent and put to death 
all the male childi'en of Bethlehem, from two years old and 
under, in his attempt to put to death the blessed Redeemer, 
who had just been born mto the world, the evangelist Mat- 
thew says, respecting that cruel massacre : — ] 

Then was fuMUed that which was spoken by 
Jeremiah the Prophet, saying, A voice in Rama 
was heard. Lamentation and weeping, and great 
mourning, Rachel weeping for her children, and 
would not be comforted, because they are not. 

[Rachel was buried very near to Bethlehem, as we read 
above from the book of Genesis, and the holy writer of this 
Gospel so applies a passage in the book of Jeremiah, as beau- 
titully to represent Rachel as weeping for the little children 
who were massacred so near to her grave.] 



WORDS, &C. TO BE EXPLAINED IN LESSON XXII. 

Pitched his tent, Departing, Glorified, 

Erected, Living water, Evangelist, 

Multiply, Fountain, ' Massacre, 

Household, Everlasting, Lamentation, 

Assembly, Festivity, Represents. 

* Benoni — Son of my sorrow. 

t Benjamin — Sou of the right hand. 
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QUESTIONS ON I4E8SON XXH. 

When Jacob returned from Padan-Aram, to what city 
did he come ? 

What did he purchase there ? 

To what place did God afterwards send him ? 

What did Jacob say to his household before he went to 
Bethel ? 

What was done with the strange gods ? 

What did he do at Bethel ? 

What was the name of Rebekah's nurse ? 

When did she die ? 

Who appeared to Jacob at Bethel ? 

What did God say to him ? 

What did Jacob do in consequence ? 

After he removed from Bethel, what event took place f 

Where did Rachel die P 

AVTiat name did she ffive to her son ? 

What name did his lather give him ? 

Who was buried near Bethlehem ? 

AVhat event afterwards took place there P 

What doth the Evangelist Matthew say about that P 

Who had said so before ? 



LESSON XXIII. 



Joseph sold by his brethren, arid carried to Egypt, 
B.C. 1728. 

FROM GENESIS XXXVII. 

And Jacob dwelt in the land wherein his fatiier 
was a stranger — ^the land of Canaan. Joseph 
being seventeen years old, wa« feeding the flock 
with his brethren ; and the youth was with the 
sons of Bilhah, and the sons of Zilpah, his father's 
wives: and Joseph brought to his father their 
evil report. Now Israel loved Joseph more 
^an all \m children, because he was the son 
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rf liis old age; and he made him a coat of divenr 
colours. And his brethren saw that their father 
loved him more than aU his brethren, and they 
hated him, and could not speak peace to him. 

And Joseph dreamed a dream, and told it to 
4iis brethren : and they hated him yet the more. 
And he said unto them. Hear now, this dream 
which 1 have dreamed. For, behold, we were 
binding sheaves in the field, and lo, my sheaf 
arose, and also stood upright; and, behold^ your 
sheaves stood round about, and bowed themselves 
to my sheaf* And his brethren said to him, 
Shalt thou indeed reign as a king over us ? Shalt 
thou indeed have dominion over us ? And they 
hated him yet the more for his dreams and for his 
words. 

And he dreamed yet another dream, and related 
it to his brethren : sa}'ing, Behold, I have dreamed 
a dream more; and, behold, the sun, and the 
moon, and the eleven stars were doing obeisance 
to me. And he related it to his father, and his 
brethren: and his father rebuked him, saying, 
What is this dream that thou hast dreamed? 
Shall I, and thy mother, and thy brethren, indeed 
come to bow down ourselves to thee to the 
ground? And his brethren envied him; but hiJ> 
father observed the saying. 

And his brethren went to feed their father's 
flock in Shechem. And Israel said to Joseph, Do 
not thy brethren feed the flock in Shechem? 
Come, I will send thee unto them. And he said 
unto him, Here am I. And he said to him. Go 
now, see if it be well with thy brethren, and with 
the flocks, and' bring me word again. So he sent 
him out of the vale of Hebron, and he came to 
Shechem. And a man found him, and, behold, he 
was wandering in the field, and the man asked him, 
saying, What seekest thou ? And he said, I am- 
■eeking my brethren. Shew me, I pray thee, where 
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they feed their flocks f And the man said, They 
have remoyed from this place, for I heard them 
saying, Let us go to Dothan. And Joseph went 
after his brethren, and found them in Dothan. 
And when they saw him afar off, before he came 
near them, they plotted against him to slay him ; 
and said one to another. Behold this same master 
of dreams cometh. And now come, and let us 
kill him, and let us cast him into one of the pits, 
and we will say. Some evil beast hath devoured 
him ; and we shall see what will become of his 
dreams. And Reuben heard, and delivered him 
out of their hands, and said. Let us not kill him. 
And Reuben said unto them. Shed no blood ; cast 
him into this pit that is in the wilderness, and lay 
no hand upon him — ^that he might deliver him out 
of their hands, to restore him to his father. 

And it came to pass, when Joseph was come to 
his brethren, that they stript Joseph of his coat, 
his coat of divers colours that was on him, and 
took him and cast him into a pit : and the pit was 
empty, there was no water in it. And they sat 
down to eat bread : and they lifted up their eyes, 
and saw, and behold, a company of Ishmaelites 
came from Gilead, with their camels, bearing 
spicery, and balm, and myrrh, going to carry it 
down to Egypt. And Judah said imto his 
brethren, What gain shall we have, when we kill 
our brother, and conceal his blood ? Come, let 
us sell him to the Ishmaelites, and let not our 
hand be upon him, for he is our brother, and our 
flesh. And his brethren listened to him. And 
the Midianite merchantmen passed by, and they 
drew and lifted up Joseph out of the pit ; and they 
sold Joseph to the Ishmaelites for twenty pieces 
of silver. And they brought Joseph into Egypt. 

And Reuben returned to the pit, and, behold, 
Joseph was not in the pit : and he rent his clothes, 
and returned unto his brethren, and said. The 
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lad is not, and I, whither shall I go?* And 
they took Joseph's coat, and they killed a kid of 
the goats, and dipped the coat in the blood. And 
they sent the coat of divers colours, and they 
brought it to their father ; and said, This have we 
found, discern nov7 whether it be thy son's coat 
or not ? And he discerned it, and said, It is my 
son's coat: an evil beast hath devoured him. 
Joseph is surely torn in pieces. 

And Jacob rent his clothes, and put sack-cloth 
on his loins, and he mourned over his son many 
days. And aU his sons and all his daughters 
rose up to comfort him; but he refused to bo 
comforted; and he said, I will go down to my 
son to the place of the dead mourning. Thus his 
father wept for him.f And the Midianites sold 
him in Egypt unto Potiphar, an officer of Pha- 
raoh's, and captain of the guard. 

* Reuben shewed more humanity than the rest of his 
brethren, by endeavouring to save Joseph's life, that he 
might restore him to his father ; but he was wrong in con- 
senting to his being put into the pit, for neither he nor they 
had any right to do him any injury, or to put him in any fear. 
Reuben should have opposed their doing him any harm what- 
ever, and should have declared that he would make known 
their wicked conduct to hb father ; and if they had threat- 
ened to do him injury for opposing them, he should have 
looked up to God to protect him in doing his duty. But by 
consenting to put Joseph into the pit, he made himself partly 
guilty of the crime which the others committed in selling him, 
and then he was induced to join with them in deceiving their 
father, by leading him to suppose that a wild beast had 
devoured him. 

f If Jacob's sons had any feeling for their poor father, 
they must sorely have repented of selling Joseph, when they 
saw his deep and long-continued affliction. But their cruel 
and unjust behaviour still more oHended and sieved their 
Father in Heaven ; and if they had any right feeling towards 
him, they would still more sorely repent of their sin. 
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WOBBS, &C. TO BE EXPLALNEB IK LESSON XXIH. 

Evil report, Rebuked, Balm, 

Divers, Plotted, Myrrh, 

Binding sheaves, Wilderness, Merchantmen, 

Dominion, Spioery, Discern. 
Obeisance, 



QUESTIONS ON LESSON XXm. 

Wheee did Jacob dwell ? 

llow old was Joseph when he was feeding the flocks ? 

What did Joseph tell his father respecting his brethren ? 

What particular mark of favour did Jacob shew to Joseph? 

What etiect had Jacob's favour for Joseph upon his bre- 
thren? 

What did Joseph tell his father and brethren ? 

What was the first dream P 

What was the second dream ? 

What effect had the telling of these dreams upon his bre- 
thren ? 

Where did Jacob send Joseph to ? 

Where did he find his brethren ? 

What did his brethren say when they saw him coming f 

Who prevented them from killing him P 

What did they do with him ? 

Wlio proposed to sell him ? 

To whom did they sell him ? 

For how much did they sell him P 

Did Keuben consent to his being^ sold P 

What should Reuben have done r 

What did Reuben do when he found that he was not 
in the pit ? 

What did Joseph's brethi^en do to deceive their father ? 

Where did the Ishmaelites take Joseph to P 

To whom was he sold there P 

How did Jacob behave when he thought that Joseph wai 
deadP 
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LESSON XXIV. 

Jo8€j)h brought down to Egypt — accused by his 
mcuster's wife — put in prison — what befel him 

there. 

B. C. 1729. 

FROM GENESIS XXXIX. AND XU 

And Joseph was brought down to Egypt ; and 
Potiphar, an officer of Pharaoh, captain of the 
guard, an Egyptian, bought liim of the hands of 
the IshmacUtes who had brought him down 
thither. And the Lord was with Joseph, and he 
was a prosperous man ; and he was in the house 
of liis master the Egyptian. And his master saw 
that tlie Lord was with him ; and that the Lord 
made all that he did to prosper in his hand. And 
Joseph found favour in the eyes of his master, 
and served him ; and he made him overseer over 
his house, and all that he had he put into his 
hand. And it came to pass, from the time that 
he made him overseer in his house, and over all 
that he had, that the Lord blessed the Egyptian's 
house for Joseph's sake ; and the blessing of the 
Lord was upon all that he had, both at home and 
in the field. And he left every thing that be- 
longed to him in Joseph's hand; and he knew 
not any thing that was with him except the 
bread which he ate.* 

* Joseph had suffered a deep and heavy affliction, being 
•eparatcd from his father and all his relations, and sold ;us 
a slave in a foreign land. But he trusted in the Lord, and 
he was with him, and ^eatly relieved his distress by rais- 
ing up a friend to him m the person to whom he was sold 
so that he soon rose to higher worldly prosperity than he ever 
attained to in the house of his father. 

O. T N. . 1. B 
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[God had still greater things in store for Joseph than 
these, but which he must arrive at through new tnals arid 
afflictions. He was a person of sinffulfflrlj beautiful appear- 
ance ; and his master*s wife, a wicked woman, formed an 
unlawful attachment to him, and solicited him to commit sin 
with her. But Joseph answered her, How shall I do this 
great wickedness and sin against <xod. When this abandoned 
woman saw that she could not prevail on Joseph to comply 
with her solicitation, she resolved to be revenged upon hun, 
and accused him to her husband of attempting to dishonour , 
her. Her husband, very naturally believmg his wife rather 
than his slave, whom he had bought with money, put Joseph 
in the prison, in the place where the king's prisoners were 
kept.] 

But the Lord was with Joseph, and shewed 
him mercy, and gave him favour in the sight of 
the keeper of the prison. And the keeper of the 
prison committed to Joseph's hand all the pri- 
soners that were in the prison ; and whatsoevw 
was done there, he was the doer of it. The 
keeper of the prison looked not to any thing that 
was under his hand; because the Lord was with 
him, and whatsoever he did, the Lord made to 
prosper. 

And it came to pass after these things, that the 
butler of the king of Egypt, and his baker, had 
offended their lord, the Idng of Egypt. And 
Pharaoh was angry with his two officers, with the 
chief of the butlers, and with the chief of the 
bakers; and put them in confinement in the 
house of the captain of the guard, into the prison, 
the place where Joseph was imprisoned. And 
the captain erf the guard committed them in 
charge to Joseph, and he served them. And they 
continued for a time* in confinement. 

And they dreamed a dream both of them, each 
his dream in one night, each according to the 
interpretation of his dream, the butler and the 

* For a timcy literally days, some suppose a complete 
fear. 
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baker of the king of Egypt, who were confined in 
Che prison. And Joseph came in to them in th« 
morning, and, behold, they were sad. And he 
asked Pharaoh's officers, that were with him in 
confinement in his lord's house, saying, Why are 
your faces sorrowful to-day ? And they said to 
him. We have dreamed a dream, and there is 
no interpreter of it. And Joseph said. Do not 
interpretations belong to God ? Tell the dreams 
to me, I pray you.* 

And the chief butler told his dream to Joseph, 
saying to him, In my dream, behold, a vine was 
before me ; and in the vine were three branches, 
which seemed to bud and to shoot forth blossoms, 
and the clusters of it brought forth ripe grapes. 
And the cup of Pharaoh was in my hand, and 1 
took the grapes, and pressed them into Pharaoh's 
cup, and I gave the cup into Pharaoh's hand. 

And Joseph said to him. This is the interpre- 
tation of it : The three branches are yet three 
days. Within three days shall Pharaoh lift up 
thy head, and restore thee unto thy place, and 
thou shalt give the cup of Pharaoh into his hand, 
according to the former usage when thou wast his 
l)utler. But remember me, when it shall be well 
with thee, and shew kindness, 1 pray thee, to 
me, and make mention of me to Pharaoh, and 
bring me out of this house. For, indeed, 1 was 
stolen away out of the land of the Hebrews ; and 
here also I have done nothing that they should 
have put me into the dungeon. 

And when the chief baker saw that the inter- 
pretation was good, he said unto Joseph, I also 
was in my dream, and, behold, three white baskets 

* When dreams are from God, as these were, the inter- 
pretation of them is the gift of God. But the generality ot 
dreams are not of this sort, but arise in the mind from other 
causes, so that the general rule with regard to dreams is not 
to observe them, or seek for any meaning in them. 

d2. 
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oh my head. And in the uppermost basket was of 
every kind of food of Pharaoh, the work of the 
baker; and the birds did eat them out of the 
basket upon my head. And Joseph answered and 
said, This is the interpretation of it. The three 
baskets are throe days. Within yet three days, 
Pharaoh shall lift up thy head from off thee, and 
hang thee on a tree ; and the birds shall eat thy 
flesh from off thee. 

And it came to pass on the third day, Phiaraoh's 
birth-day, that he made a feast imto all his ser- 
vants; and he Ufted up the head of the chief 
butler and of the chief baker among liis servants. 
And he restored the chief butler unto his butler- 
ship again; and he gave the cup into Pharaoh's 
hand ; but he hanged the chief baker, as Joseph 
had interpreted to them. 

And the chief butler did not remember Joseph ; 
but forgat him. 



WORDS, &C. TO BE EXPLAINBD IN UESSON XXIV. 



rrc»sj)erous, 


Accused, 


Confinement, 


Overseer, 


Committed to his 


Imprisoned, 


Singularly, 


hand, 


Interpret, 


Atlachment, 


Officers, 


BlossoniSi 


Aliiiudoned, 


Butler, 


Clusters. 


Ucvenged, 







QtJESTlONS on LESSON XXtV. 

To whom was .Toseph sold in Egypt ? 

N\'hat did Potiphar appoint him to do? 

A\'hat good did Potiphar get by employing him ? 

A\'ho accused hitn oi wickedness in rotiphai**s house f 



y Google 



101 

What did Potiplwir do to him ? 
How was he treated in tbe prison ? 
Whom did he meet with in the prison ? 
How did they come to be put in prison ? 
What happened to them when they were in prison f 
Why were they sad about this dream ? 
What did Joseph say to comfort them? 
What was tiie chief butler's dream ? 
What was the chief baker's dream ? 
How did Joseph explain the chief butler's dream f 
What request did he make to the chief butler ? 
How did he explain the chief baker's dream? 
Were' the dreams fulhlled according to their interpreta 
lions? 

On what occasion were they fulfilled ? 
Did the chief butler remember Joseph ? 



LESSON XXV. 



Joseph brought out of prison, and made governor 
of all the land of Egypt. 

B.C. 1715. 

FROM GENESIS XLI. 

And it came to pass, at the end of two years* 
time, that Pharaoh dreamed. And, behold he 
stood by the river. And behold there came out 
of the river seven kino, fine-looking and fat- 
fleshed, and they fed amon^ the green flags. 
And, behold, seven other kme came up after 
them out of the river, ill-looking, and lean-neshed, 
and stood by the other kine upon the brink of 
the' river. And the ill-looking and lean-fleshed 
kine devoured the fine-looking and fat kine. So 
Pharaoh awoke. 

And he slept and dreamed the second timo. 
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And, behold, seven ears of com came up upon 
one stalk,* ricli and good, and, behold, seven 
thin ears, and blasted with the east wind, sprung 
up after them : and the seven thin eB3!B swallowed 
up the seven rich and fiiU ears. And Phairaoh 
awoke, and behold it was a dream. 

And it came to pass, in the morning that his 
spirit was struck Lwiih the dreams], and he sent 
and called for all the diviners of Egypt, and all 
the wise men of it ; and Pharaoh told them his 
dreams, but there was none who could interpret 
it to Pharaoh. 

Then the chief butler spoke to Pharaoh, say- 
ing, I do remember my faults this day. Pharaoh 
was angry with his servants, and put me in con- 
finement in the house of the captain of the guard, 
both me and the chief baker. And we dreamed a 
dream in one night, I and he ; we dreamed each 
according to the interpretation of his dream 
And there was there with us a young man, a 
Hebrew, servant of the captain of the guard, and 
we told lum, and he interpreted to us our dreams ; 
to each man he mterpreted according to his dream. 
And as he interpreted so it was ; me he restored 
to my office, and him he hanged. 

Then Pharaoh sent and called Joseph, and 
tliey hastened him out of the dungeon ; and he 
shaved himself, and changed his apparel, and came 
in to Pharaoh. And Pharaoh said unto Joseph, 
I have dreamed a dream, and there is none to 
interpret it : and I have heard of thee, that thou 
dost understand a dream, to interpret it. Aivd 
Joseph answered Pharaoh, saying. Ascribe it not 
to me ; God shall answer peace to Pharaoh. 



* Seven etxTBy ^c, — A species of wheat that grcwrs in Eg^ ^ 
does actually bear, when perfect, seven ears on one stalk,Vbe 
•talk or stem being fiill of pith, and rendered thereby snffi* 
cientlj strong to bear so great a weight 
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[Pharaoh then related hb dream to Joseph, respecting 
the kine, and the ears of corn.] 

And Joseph said unto Pharaoh, The dream of 
Pharaoh is one; God hath shewn to Pharaoh what 
he is about to do. The seven good kine are 
seven years ; and the seven good ears are seven 
years : the dream is one. And the seven thin and 
ill-looking kine that came up after them; and the 
seven empty ears, blasted with the east wind, shall 
be seven years of famine. This is the word that 
I have spoken to Pharaoh, that what God is about 
to do he shews to Pharaoh. Behold, seven years 
of great plenty are coming in all the land of 
Eg)rpt. And seven years of famine shall arise 
after them : and the plenty shall be forgotten in 
the land ^f Egypt : and the famine shall consiune 
the land. And the plenty sliall not be known by 
reason of that famine following ; for it shall bo 
very grievous. And for that the dream was re- 
peated unto Pharaoh the second time ; it is be- ■ 
cause the matter is prepared with God, and God 
hastens to do it. 

Now therefore let Pharaoh look out a man dis- 
cerning and wise, and set him over the land of 
Egypt. Let Pharaoh act, and let him appoint 
overseers over the land, and take the fifth part of 
the produce of the land of Egypt in the seven 
plenteous years. * And let them gather all the food 
of those good years that are coming, and heap up 
com under the hand of Pharaoh, and let thoi ^ 
preserve food in the cities. And that food shall 
be for a store to the land against the seven yearn 
of famine which shall be in the land of Egypt, 
that the land be not cut oflF by the famine. 

And the thing was good in the eyes of Pharaoh 
and in the eyes of all his servants. And Pharaoh 
said imto his servants, Shall we find one such as 
this — a man in whom is the spirit of God. 

And Pharaoh said unto Joseph, Since Goil 
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hath made thee to know all this, there is none so 
discerning and wise as thou art : thou shalt be 
over my house, and all my people shall run at thy 
bidding ; on the throne only shall I be greater 
than thou. 

And Pharaoh said unto Joseph, See, I have 
appointed thee over all the land of Egypt. And 
Phai-aoh took his ring from off his hand and put 
it upon Joseph's liand, and clothed him in robes 
of fine linen [or silk], and put a chain of gold 
about his neck, and made him to ride in the 
second chariot that belonged to him; and they 
proclaimed before him. Bow the knee : and he 
made him ruler over the land of Egypt. And 
Pharaoh said unto Joseph, I am Pharaoh, and 
without thee shall no man lift up his hand or foot 
in all the land of Egypt. And Phai-aoh called 
Joseph's name Zaphnath-paaneah, * and he gave 
him to wife Asenath, the daughter of Poti-plierah, 
priest of On. f 

And Joseph went out over all the viand of 
Egypt. (Now Joseph was thirty years old J when 
he stood before Pharaoh king of Egypt.) And 
Joseph went out from the presence of Pharaoh, 
and passed through the land of Egypt. And in 
the seven plenteous years the land produced by 
handfuls. And he gathered u^ all the food of 
the seven yeai*s, which were of plenty in the land 
of Egypt, and laid up the food in the cities ; the 
food of the field which was round about every 

* Zaphnath^peamak — The meaning of this name is nol 
very certain. St. Jerome says, that in the Egyptian lan- 
guage it signified, Saviour of the world; and the Egyptians 
might, as the Romans did, and as the Chinese still do, call 
their monarchy the world. Others think it meant the 
revealer of secrets. 



t Ortr or Heliopolis. 



Thirty years old,— Joseph, had therefore been nearly 
fourteen years in Egypt: see Genesb xxxvii. 2, or Lei- 
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dty, laid he up in the same. And Joseph gatl i crcd 
corn as the sand of the sea, very much until he 
ceased to take account of it, for it was beyond 
computing. 

And to Joseph were born two sons before the 
years of famine came, whom Asenath the daughter 
of l*oti-pherah, priest of On, bore to him. And 
Joseph called the name of the first-bom Ma- 
nasseh :* for God, said he, hath made me forget 
all my labour, and my father's house. And the 
name of the second he called Ephraim rf for God 
liath caused me to be fruitful in the land of my 
affliction. 

And the seven years of plenty that was in the 
land of Kgypt passed away. And the seven years 
of famine began to come, as Joseph had said. 
And the famine was in all the lands ; but in all 
the land oi' Egypt there was bread. 

And when the land of Egypt was famished, the 
people cried to Pharaoh for bread. And Pharaoh 
said to the Egyptians, Go to Joseph ; what he saith 
to you do. And the famine was over all the face 
of the land : and Joseph opened all the store- 
houses, and sold to the Egyptians. And the 
famine became strong in the la)id of Egypt : and 
all the countries came into Egypt to Joseph to 
buy com, because the famine was strong in all 
lands. 



WORDS, &C. TO BE EXPLAINED IN LESSON XXY. 

Kiiie, Apparel, Produce, 

Flags, Faimne, Take account ofj 

Devoured, Discerning^ Computing. 
Interpret. 



* yfan/isseh, i. 6. Foro;ettino:. 
^ Ephraim^ 1. e. r ruittuL 



y Google 



108 



QUESTIONS ON LBSSON ZXT. 

What happened at the end of two years ? 
delate Pharaoh's dreams ? 

AVhat did Pharaoh at first do to have his dreams ex- 
plained ? 
Did the diviners and wise men explain them ? 
Who then gave information to Pharaoh ? 
What did he tell Pharaoh ? 
What did Pharaoh then do ? 
Who did Joseph say could interpret his dreams ? 
How did Joseph explain the dreams of Pharaoh ? 
What advice did he give to Pharaoh ? 
Whom did Pharaoh choose for this duty ? 
What reason did Pharaoh j^ive for choosing Joseph ? 
What station did he raise Joseph to ? 
What name did Pharaoh give to Joseph ? 
Whom did he give him for a wife? 
Had he any children ? 
What were their names ? 
AVhich was the eldest ? 

What did Joseph do during the years of plenty? 
AVhere did he lay up the corn which he gathered ? 
When the years of lamine came, what did the people do ? 
What direction did Pharaoh give them ? 
Did the famine extend beyond the land of Egypt ? 
What did the people of other countries do in the famine ? 



LESSON AXVI. 

The sons of Jacob are compelled by the famine 
to go down to Egypt to buy com, and there 
they meet with Joseph^ but do not recognize 
him* 

B. C. 1707. 

FROM GENESIS XLII. 

Now when Jacob saw that there was com in 
Egypt, Jacob said to his sons, Why do ye look at 
one another? And he said. Behold, I have heard 
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that there is com iii Egypt; go down thitlier^ 
and buy for us from thence, that we may live and 
not die. And ten of the brethren of Joseph went 
down to buy com in Egypt. But Benjamin, the 
brother of Joseph, Jacob sent not with his 
brethren ; for he said, Lest perhaps mischief should 
befal him. And the sons of Israel came to buy 
com among those that were coming, for the 
famine was in the land of Canaan. And Joseph 
was the governor over the land : it was he who 
was directing the selling of com* to all the people 
of the land. And Joseph's brethren came and 
bowed down to him, with their faces towards the 
earth. When Joseph saw his brethren he knew 
them, but made himself strange to them, and spoke 
roughly to them, saying to them. Whence came 
ye ? And they said, From the land of Canaan to 
buy food. And Joseph knew his brethren, but 
they knew not him. 

And Joseph remembered the dreams which he 
had dreamed of them, and said to them. Ye are 
spies ; to view the defenceless partsf of the land 
ye are come. And they said to him ; Nay, my 
lord, for thy servants are come to buy food. We 
are all the sons of one man ; J we are honest men ; 
thy servants are no spies. And he said, Nay, but 
the defenceless part of the land ye are come to view. 
And they said. We thy servants are of twelve 
brethren, the sons of one man in the land of 
Canaan, and behold the youngest is this day with 
our father, and one is not. And Joseph said to 
them. This is what I spoke to you, saying. Ye 
are spies : by this ye shall be tried ; as Pharaoh 
iiveth, ye shall not go forth from this jptoc6 luiless 

♦ Was directing the selling — ^literally, was causing to sell 
t Defenceless parts — ^literally, naked^ i. e. uncovered, un- 
protected places, places not defended from enemies. 

X Of one man^ not of different tribes, and therefore wdk 
likely to be sent on a hostile expedition. ^ i 
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joxir youngest brother come hither. Send one cff 
you and fetch your brother, and ye shall be kept 
in confinement that your words may be tried, 
whether there may be truth with you, and if not» 
as Pharaoh liveth, ye are spies. And he put them 
all together into confinement three days. 

And Joseph said to them on the third day. Do 
this and live : fcyr I fear God. If ye be honest 
men, let one of your brethren be bound in your 
prison-house: do ye go and carry corn for the 
famine of your houses, and bring your youngest 
brother to me, that yoiu* words may be verified,* 
and ye shall not die. And they did so. And they 
said one to another, Truly we are guilty,t con- 
cerning our brother, in that we saw the anguish 
of his soul, when he supplicated us and we would 
not hear, therefore is this anguish come upon us. 
And Reuben said, Did not I speak to you, sayings 
Do not sin against the lad ; and ye would not hear; 
and also his blood is required. And they knew 
not that Joseph understood them, for he spoke 
to them by an interpreter. And he turned about 
from them and wept ; and he returned to them 
again and talked with them, and took Simeon 
from them, and bound him in their presence. 

And Joseph commanded to fill their sacks with 
corn, and to restore every man's money into his 
sack, and to give them provision for the way : and 
so they did to them. Aiid they loaded their asses 

* He knew his brethem indeed : but he could not irasi 
their word, as to his brother Benjamin being alive. 

f Truhj we are guilty It was upwards of twenty-one year* 

since the crime of Joseph's brethren in selling him had been 
committed, yet this perplexity in which they found themselves, 
brought the whole circumstances of it to their remembrance 
as vividly as if it had been n event of the preceeding day, and 
filled them with apprehensions. Nothing can purge the soul 
firom the eifects of wicked worfts, or give peace to the con- 
science, but a sense of the pardoning mercy of Gi>d chroagh 
Christ Jesus, obtained throusfh repentance and faith in him< 
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with the com, and departed from thence. And one 
of them opening his sack at tlie lodging-place, to 
giveprovender to his ass, sawhis money,for, behold, 
it was iii his sack's mouth. And he said to his 
brethren, Mj money is restored ; and, lo ! it is even 
in my sack. And their hearts failed them, and 
they trembled with fear,* saying one to another, 
What is this that God hath done unto us ? 

And they came to Jacob in the land of Canaan, and 
told him all that had befallen them, saying; the lord 
of the land spoke roughly to us, and took us for 
spies of the country. And we answered him, We are 
true men, and no spies. We are twelve brethren, 
«ons of one father; one is not living, and the young- 
est is with our father in the land of Canaan. And 
the lord of the country said to us; hereby shall I 
know that you are true men; leave one of your breth- 
ren here with me, and take ye necessary provisions 
for your houses, and go your ways ; and bring your 
youngest brother to me, that I may know that you 
are not spies but true men ; then you shall receive 
this man again, that is kept in prison, and after- 
wards have leave to buy what you will. When 
they had told this they emptied their sacks, and 
every man found his money tied in the mouth of 
his sack. And when they and their father^saw the 
bundles of money, they were sore afraid. 

And Jacob said unto them, Me ye have bereaved t 
of my children, Joseph is not here, Simeon is not 

* They trembled. — It was the consciousness of their guilt that 
made them tremble. They apprehended that God vn\& brinor- 
ing them into difficulties on account of their sin, although 
the sin had been committed so long ago. 

iMe have ye bereaved Jacob seems to have had some sus- 

Sicion at Ieas% that they had not been guiltless respecting 
bseph. It is not improbable that the truth would begin to 
be whispered about in the family, and some hint of it might 
come to Jacob's ears; he might not be able to charge them 
with it directly, but might have strong suspicions that all was 
oot well. Persons who commit a crime may imagine that 
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here, and ye will take Benjamin away, all thiBSe 
evils are fallen upon me. And Reuben spoke to his 
father, saying, Put my two sons to death if I bring 
him not to thee ; deliver him into my hand, and I 
will restore him to thee. But he said my son sbaU 
not go down with you; for his brother is dead, and 
he is left alone : If any mischief befal him by the way 
in which you go, you will bring down my gray hairs 
with sorrow to the grave. 



WOftDS, &C. TO BE EXPLAINED IN LESSON XXTI. 

Defenceless, Supplicated, Detained, 

Spies, Interpreter, Bereaved. 

Anguish, Provision, 



QUESTIONS ON LESSON XXVI. 

What circumstances led Jacob's other sons down into 
Kgypt ? 

W hich of them remained at home ? 

When the others went down to Egypt, did they me€t 
with Joseph? 

How was he employed ? 

Did they know him ? 

Did he know them ? 

How did he behave to them ? 

What did he assert that they were ? 

What did they tell him about themselves ? 

How did he propose to prove the truth of what thev 
said? 

What means did he adopt to make them bring Benjamin ? 

When they came to the lodging-place, what did they 
discover ? 

How did their money come to be in their sacks ? 

When they told their father what had befallen them, what 
did he say ? 

What did Beuben say ? 

Was Jacob then willing that Benjamin should go ? 

they have concealed it, because it cannot be proved against 
them, when in fact the suspicion may be • sufficiently strong 
to ruin their character and their peace. 
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LESSON XXVII. 

JacoVa sons again go dovm into Egypt with Benr 
jaminy and are kindly entertained by Joseph* 

B. C. 170r. 

FROM GENESIS XLIII. 

And the famine was heavy upon the land. 
And it came to pass that when they had eaten up 
the com which they had brought out of Egypt, 
their father said to them, Go again and buy us a 
little food. And Judah spoke to him, saying, 
The man did solemnly protest unto us, saying. 
Ye shall not see my fiice unless your younger 
brother be with you. If thou wilt send our bro- 
ther with us, we will go down and buy thee food : 
but if thou wilt not send him, we will not go 
down : for the man declared to us, Te shall not 
see my face except your brother be with you. 
And Israel said, Wherefore dealt ye so ill with 
me as to teU the man whether ye had another 
brother. And they said, The man asked us par- 
ticularly respecting ourselves and our kindred, 
saying, Is your father yet aUve ? Have ye another 
brother? And we told him according to these 
words. Could we certainly know that he would 
say. Bring your brother down ? And Judah said 
to Israel his fiither, Send the youth with me, and 
let us arise and be gone that we may live, and 
not die, both we and thou, and our little ones. I 
will be surety for him — at my hand thou mayest 
require him — if I bring him not back to thee and 
set him before thee, I shall have sinned against 
thee for ever. For if wo had not delayed, surely 
now we had returned the second time. 

Then their father Israel said unto them. If it 
must be so now, do this : take of the best fruits 
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of the land in your vessels, and carry down as a 
present to the man, a little balm, and a httle honey, 
»picery and myrrh, nuts and almonds. And take 
in your hand double money ; and the money that 
was returned in the mouth of your sacks, carry 
it again in your hands ; perha{>s it was an oversight. 
Take also your brother, and go again unto the 
man. And may God, tht? Almighty, give you 
favour before the man, that he may send away your 
other brother, and Benjamin. And as for me, if I 
be bereaved, I am bereaved. 

So the men took that present, and they took 
double money in tneir hand, and Benjamin, and 
rose up and went down to Egypt, and stood before 
Joseph. And when Joseph saw Benjamin with 
them, he said to him who was over his house. 
Bring these men into the house, and slay and 
make ready, for these men shall eat with me at 
noon. And the man did as Joseph bade ; and the 
man brought the men into Jose])h's house. And 
the men were afraid because they were brought 
unto Joseph's house, and they said, Because of 
the money which was returned in our sacks, the 
first time, are we brought in ; that he may find 
some pretext against us, and fall upon us, and 
take us for slaves, and our asses.* 

And they di-ew near to the man that was over 
Joseph's house, and they spoke with him at the 
door of the house, and said. Hear, my lord, we 
pray thee ; we indeed came down at the first to 
buy food. And so it was, that when we came to 
the lodging-place, we opened our sacks, and be- 
hold every man's silver was in the mouth of his 



* And the men were afraid^ ^c. — Here we see another 
instance of the effect of conscious oruilt. Whatever befel 
Joseph's brethren, whether of good or evil, that they couki 
not account for, they immediatclv appreheiRled to 1)6 some 
i udgment of God upon them for their sin. 
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sack, in its weight, and we liave brought it again 
in our hand, and other silver we have brought 
down in our hands to buy food : we cannot tell 
who put our silver in our sacks. And he said, 
Peace be with you; fear not; your God, and the 
God of your father, hath given you a hidden trea- 
sure in your sacks : your silver came to me. And 
he brought out Simeon to them. And the man 
brought them into Joseph's house, and gave them 
water, and they washed their feet, and he gave 
provender to their asses. And they made ready 
the presents against Joseph came at noon, for 
they had heard that they should eat bread there. 

Then Joseph came into the house, and they 
brought him the present which was in their hand 
into the house, and bowed themselves to him to 
the earth. And he saluted them, asking them of 
their welfare, and said, Js your father well, the 
old man of whom ye spoke ? Is he yet living ? 
And they answered, Thy servant our father is in 
good health; he is yet alive. And they bowed 
themselves and made obeisance. 

And he lifted up his eyes, and saw his brother 
Benjamin, the son of his mother, and said. Is this 
your younger brother of whom you told me ? And 
he said, God be gracious unto thee, my son. And 
Joseph made haste, for his bowels yearned to- 
wards his brother ; and he sought where to weep, 
and he entered into his chamber, and wept there. 
And he washed his face, and came out, and re- 
frained himself, and said. Set bread on the table. 
And they set on for him by himself, and for them 
by themselves, and for the Egy])tians who did eat 
with him by themselves : because the Egyptians 
might not eat bread with the Hebrews, for that is 
an abomination to the Egyptians. And they sat 
before him, the first-born according to his birth- 
right, and the youngest according to his youth. 
And the men wondered one at another. And he 
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took and sent meases to them of what was before 
him, but Benjamm's was five times as much as 
any of theirs. And they drank, and were merry 
with him. 



WORDS, &C. TO BB EXPLAINED IN LESSON XXVIf. 

Solemnly protest, Treasure, Refrained, 

Delayed, Saluted, Abominatiou, 

Pretext, Yearned, Messes. 



QUESTIONS ON LESSON XXYH. 

Who bade the bretliren of Joseph go down into Egypt 
again ? 

Why did he bid them ^o ? 

What answer did Jud^ make to him ? 

WhaX complaint did Jacob make of his sons ? 

What explanation did they give ? 

What further did Judah say to his father ? 

Did Jacob then consent to send Benjamin ? 

AVhat directions did he give to them ? 

What more did he do besides giving directions P 

When they went down to Egypt to Joseph again, wlat 
directions did he give respecting them ? 

How did Josejm's brethren reel when they were brought 
into his house ? 

Why were they afraid ? 

To whom did they explain the matter about their having 
token away their money in their sacks ? 

WTiat did he say ? 

How did Joseph behave to them when he came home f 

How did he feel when he saw Benjamin ? 

What did he do? / 

In what order did they sit down to eat ? 

How was Benjamin distinguished at the table P 
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LESSON xxvm. 

JosepKs brethren are sent away, hut brought hack 
by Joseph's contrivance in great perpleanty and 
terror. — Joseph makes himself known to them. 

RC. 1707. 

FROM GENESIS XLIV. AND XLV. 

And Joseph commanded the person who was 
over his house, saying, Fill the men's sacks with 
food, as much as they can carry, and put every 
man's money in the mouth of his sack. And in 
the sack's mouth of the youngest put my cup, the 
silver cup, and his com money. And he did ac- 
cording to the word of Joseph, as he had spoken. 
As soon as the morning was light, the men were 
sent away, they and their asses. And when they 
were gone out of the city, and had not j^et gone 
far, Joseph said to him who was over his house. 
Up, follow after the men, and when thou dost 
overtake them, say to them, ^Vhy have ye returned 
evil for good? Is it not that in which my lord 
drinketh, and whereby indeed he divineth ? Te 
have done evil in so doing. 

And he overtook them, and spoke to them these 
words. And they said unto him, Wherefore speak- 
eth my lord these words? Far be it from thy 
servants to do such a thing. JBehold, the money 
which we foimd in the mouths of our sacks we 
brought again unto thee out of the land of Canaan ; 
how then could we steal out of tliy lord's house 
silver or gold ? With whomsoever of thy servants 
it shall be found, let him die, and we will be my 
lord's bondsmen. And he said. Well now, let it 
be according to your words : he with whom it 
is found shall be my servant, and ye shall be 
Wameless. 
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Then they speedily took down each his sack to 
the ground, and each opened his sack. And he 
searched, beginning at the eldest, and ending at 
the youngest, and the cup was found in Benja- 
min's sack. Then they rent their garments, ai^d 
each loaded his ass, and they returned to the city. 

And Judah and his brethren came to Joseph's 
house, (for he was yet there,) and they fell down 
before him on the ground. And Joseph said to 
them, What deed is this that ye have done? 
Know ye not that such a man as I can certainly 
divine ? And Judah said, What shall we say to 
my lord ? What shall we speak ? or how shall we 
justify ourselves? God hath found out the ini- 
quity of thy servants : behold, we are my lord's 
servants, both we, and he also with whom the cup 
is found. And he said. Be it far from me, that J 
should do so : the man in whose hand the cup. 
was found let him be my servant ; and as for you, 
go ye in peace to your father. 

Then Judah came near to him, and said, Oh 
my lord, let thy servant, I pray thee, speak a 
word in the ears of my lord, and let not thine 
anger bum against thy servant, for thou art even 
as Pharaoh. My lord asked his servants, saying. 
Have ye a father or a brother? And we said 
unto my lord. We have a father, an old man, and 
a chUd of his old age, a little one ; and his brother 
is dead, and he alone is left of his mother, and his 
father loveth him. And thou saidst to thy servants. 
Bring him down that I may set my eyes upon 
him. And wo said unto my lord. The youth 
cannot leave his father, for if he should leave his 
father, his father would die. And thou saidst to. 
thy servants. Except your youngest brother come 
down with you, ye shall see my face no more. 
Now when we came up to thy servant my father, 
we told him the words of my lord. And our, 
father said, Go again, and buy ua^ little foodu 
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And we said. Wo cannot go down: — if our 
youngest brother be with uh, then will we go 
down : for we may not see the man's face except 
our youngest brother bo with us. And thy servant 
my father said unto us, Ye know that my wife 
bore me two sons, and the one went out from me, 
and I said. Surely he is torn in pieces ; and I saw 
him not since : and if ye take this also from me, 
and mischief befal him, ye shall bring down my 
gray hairs with sorrow to the grave. Kow there- 
fore, when 1 come to thy servant my father, and 
the youth be not, it wifl be that when he seoth 
that the youth is not with us, that he will die; 
and thy ser^^ants shall bring down the gray hairs 
of thy servant our father with sorrow to the grave. 
For thy servant became surety for the youth ta 
ray father, saying, If I bring him not unto thee, 
then shall 1 have sinned against my father for 
ever. IS'ow therefore, I pray thee, let thy servant 
abide instead of the youth a bond-n>an to my 
lord : and let the youth go up with his brethren. 
For how shall 1 go up to my father, and the youth 
be not with me ? lest peradventure 1 sec the evil 
that shall come on my father. 

And Joseph could not refrain himself before aD 
them that stood by ; and he cried. Cause every 
man to go out from me. And there stood no man 
with him while Joseph made himself known to 
liis brethren. * And he wept aloud ; ami the 

* The intention of Joseph in keeping his brethren for a 
time at a distance, and treating them roughly, was obviously 
to bring them to feel and to repent of their sin, in selling 
him to the Midianite merchants. As soon as he saw them 
thoroughly humbleil, he disclose<l himself to them, and let 
forth all his aHection for them. And even while he wa» 
treating them roughly, he was doing them no injury but 
good — furnishing thtjni with food for themselves and their 
families, and returning to them themonry that th(?y par.! for 
it. ICothing can be more manifest than that tlosejih was 
not induced by any feelings of resentment or revenga to 
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Egyptians and the house of Pharaoh heard. And 
he said to his brethren, I am Joseph : is my father 
yet living ? And his brethren could not answer 
him, for they were confounded at his presence. 
And Joseph said to his brethren, Come near to me, 
1 pray you. And they came near. And he said, 
I am Joseph your brother, whom ye sold into 
Egypt. Now, therefore, be not troubled nor angry 
with yourselves because ye sold me hither ; be- 
cause, for the preservation of life, God sent me 
before you. For these two years Kath the famine 
been in the land ; there are still five years, in tiie 
which there shall be neither ploughing nor reap- 
ing : and God sent me before you, to preserve to 
you a remnant on the earth, and save your lives 
by a great deUverance. So now, it was not you 
that sent me hither, but God ; and he hath made 
me as a father to Pharaoh, and lord of all his 
house, and governor in all the land of Egypt. 
Haste ye, and go up to my father, and say to him : 
Thus saith thy son Joseph, God hath made me 
lord of all Egypt ; come down to me ; Unger not : 
and thou shadt dwell in the land of Goshen, and 
thou shalt be near me, thou and thy sons, and thy 
sons' sons, and thy flocks, and thy herds, and all 
that thou hast ; and there I wUl support thee, 
(for there are yet five years of famine remaining), 
lest thou come to poverty, and thy household, and 
all that thou hast. And, behold, your eyes and 
the eyes of my brother Benjamin see, that it is 
my mouth that speaketh to you. And ye shall 

treat them as he did, but by the kindest and purest intentions 
towards them. No parent could have acted more consider- 
ately to bring an emng child whom he loved to repentance, 
than Joseph acted towards his brethren. His conduct 
towards them forms a beautiful illustration of the purposes 
for which God afilicts his people. — 'The Lord afflicts not 
from the heart, nor grieves the children of men,* but that 
they may be ps^rtakers of his holiness. 
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tell my father of aU my glory in Egypt, and of 
all that yo have seen ; and ye shaU make haste 
and bring down my father hither. And he fell 
upon the neck of his brother Benjamin, and 
wept ; and Benjamin wept upon his neck. And 
he kissed aU his brethren, and wept on them; 
and after this his brethren talked with him. 

And it was reported in the house of Pharaoh, 
saying, Joseph's brethren are come ; and Pharaoh 
and all his servants were glad. And Pharaoh 
said unto Joseph, Say unto thy brethren, This do 
ye ; lade your beasts, and depart, and go into the 
land of Canaan ; and take your father and your 
households, and come to me, and I wiU give you 
the good of the land of Egypt, and ye shall eat of 
the fat of the land. Do thou therefore give this 
command, Do this : take ye waggons out of the 
land of Egypt for your little ones, and for your 
wives, and bring your father, and come. And let 
not your eye regret your furniture, for the good of 
aU the land of Egypt is yours. 

And the sons of Israel did so : and Joseph gave 
them waggons, according to the conmiancunent of 
Pharaoh, and provision for the way. To each of 
them he gave two suits of raiment ; but to Ben- 
jamin he gave three hundred pieces of silver, and 
five suits of raiment. And to his father he . sent 
according to this; ten asses carrying of the good 
things of Egypt, and ten she-asses carrying com 
and bread, and food for his father on the journey. 
So he sent away his brethren, and they departed : 
and he said imto them. See that ye fall not out by 
the way. 

And they went up out of Egypt, and came into 
the land of Canaan, unto Jacob their father, and 
told him, saying, Joseph is yet alive, and he is 
governor over all the land of Egypt ; but Jacob's 
heart was cold, for he believed them not. And 
they told him all the words of Joseph, which he 
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had said unto them : and when he saw the wag- 
gons which Joseph had sent to carry him, the 
spirit of Jacob revived: and Israel said, It is 
enough ; Joseph my son is yet alive : I will go and 
see hun before I die. 



WORDS, &C. TO BE EXPLAINED IN LESSON XXVm. 

Contrivance, Rent, Refrain, 

Perplexity, Befal, Confounded, 

Overtake, Surety, Remnant, 

Divineth, Abide, Fall not out. 

According to, Peradventure, Revived. 



QUESTIONS ON LESSON XXVin. 

AVhat did Joseph command the person who was over hit 
house to do ? 

AVhat. was he to put in the sack of the youngest ? 

AVhat was the servant to say to them when he had dver- 
takcn them ? 

AVhat answer did they give the servant ? 

In what order were the sacks opened ? 

What did Joseph say to them when they returned P 

Which of them spoke to Joseph ? 

What did he say ? 

What ilid fJudah say when Joseph offered to let them all 
go in peace, save Benjamin? 

How did Joseph act upon hearing this ? 

What did Joseph say to them when they were left alone? 

What reason did Joseph give why they ought not to h% 
angry with themselves ? 

How long was the famine still to continue ? 

A\'hat did Joseph say that God had done to him i« 
Egypt? 

What did he invite them to do ? 

What did he do when he had ended speaking ? 

AVhat did Pharaoh say to Joseph when he heard that his 
brethren were come ? 

What did Joseph give them when they departed ? 

What did he say to them when he sent them away ? 

M'hat did they say to Jacob, when they had come to 
Canaan? 

Did he believe thrm at first? 

What made him give credit to their story at last ? 

What did Jacob then say ? 
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LESSON XXIX. 
JoASoh goes down to Egypt with his famihj^^ 
Joseph meets him and bmngs Mm to Fharaoh, 
who appoints him a place of residence in the 
land of Goslien. — Jacob blesses the sons of 
Joseph. 

B.C. 1706. 

FROM GENESIS XLYI. XLVII. AND XLVIII. 

And Israel removed with all that lie had, and 
came to Beersheba, and offered sacrifices to the 
God of his father Isaac. And God spoke to Israel 
in the visions of the night, and said, Jacob, Jacob ; 
and he said, Here I am. And he said, I am the 
mighty God of thy father : fear not to go down 
to Egypt, for I will there make of thee a great 
nation. I wiU go down with thee into Egypt; 
and I will also surely bring thee up again, and 
Joseph shall put his hand upon thine eyes. * 

And Jacob rose up from Beersheba. And the 
Bons of Israel carried Jacob their father, and thai? 
little ones, and their wives, in the waggons which 
Pharaoh had sent to carry him. And thej took 
theii' cattle and their goods, which they had gotten 
in the land of Canaan, and came into Egypt, 
Jacob and aU his seed with him. I Lis sons, and 
his sons' sons, hio daughters, and his sons' daugh- 
ters, and all his seed brought he with him to 
Egyjifc. All the souls that came with Jacob into 
Egypt, which had been born to him, besides Jacob's 
sons' wives, all the souls were sixty-six. And the 
sons of Joseph who were born to him in Egypt 
were two souls ; aU the souls of the house of Ja^ 
cob who came to Egj^t were seventy .f 

* Joseph shall put his hand^ ^c. i. e. to close them after 
deatb, the last and most solemn office that could be paid 
to a parent. That Joseph should do this office must have 
been a great consolation to the venerable patriarch. 

t Seventy Jacob, Joseph, and Joseph's two sons made up 

the difference between sixty-six and seventy. And exclud- 
ing Joseph and his sons, t>ut including those of the wives ol 
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And he sent Judah before him to Joseph to 
direct his face to Goshen,* for to tbe land of 
Goshen they were coming. And Joseph made 
ready his chariot, and went up to meet Israel his 
father, to Goshen, and presented himself to him, 
and he fell on his neck, and wept on his neck a 
good while. And Israel said to Joseph, Now let 
me die, since I have seen thy face — since thou art 
yet alive. And Joseph said to his brethren, and 
to his father*s house, I will go up and tell Pharaoh, 
saying to him, My brethren and my father's house- 
hold, wlio were in the land of Canaan, are come to 
me. And the men are shepherds, and their occu- 
pation is to feed cattle ; and they have brought their 
flocks and their herds, and aU that they have. And 
when Pharaoh shall call you, and say, What is your 
occupation ? then ye shall say, Thy servants* occu- 
pation hath been about cattle from our youth even 
until now, both we, and also our fathers : that ye 
may dwell in the land of Goshen ; for every shep- 
herd is an abomination to the Egyptians.! 

Then Joseph came and told Pharaoh, saying. 
My father and my brethren, and their flocks, and 
their herds, and aJl that they have, are come out of 
the land of Canaan, and, behold, they are in the 
land of Goshen. And he took from among his 
brethren five men, and presented them to Pharaoh. 
And Pharaoh said to ms brethren, What is your 

Jacob's sons who were alive, the number is seventy-five, 
which is the number mentioned in the Acts of the Apostles, 
chap. vii. as the number of Jacob and his kindred, whom 
Joseph called into Egypt. 

* To direct hia face^ i. e. Joseph's face. Judah*8 messag« 
was to bring Joseph to Groshen to meet his father there. 

f Every shepherd is an abominaiion^ ^c. — Not because 
they feed cattle, for the king of Egypt had cattle, and em- 
ployed the brethren of Joseph to t&e charge of them. But 
Egypt had been invaded by a horde of shepherds, who ruled 
over it with great tyranny for 259 years. Hence, after ther 
were expelled, the persons and the very name of shepherdf 
*weco execrated by the Egyptians. 
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occupation ? And they said to Pharaoh, Thy ser-- 
vants are shepherds, both we and also our fathers. 
They said, moreover, to Pharaoh, We are come to 
sojourn in the land ; for thy servants have no pas- 
ture for their flocks, for the famine is heavy upon 
the land of Canaan : now, therefore, we pray thee, 
let thy servants dwell in the land ot Goshen. 
And Pharaoh spoke to Joseph, saying. Thy father 
and thy brethren are come to thee ; the land of 
Egypt is before thee : in the best of the land make 
thy father and thy brethren to dwell, in the land 
of Goshen let them dwell : and if thou knowest 
any men of activity among them, place them as 
rulers over my cattle. 

And Joseph brought in his father Jacob, and 
presented him to Pharaoh. And Jacob blessed 
rharaoh. And Pharaoh said unto Jacob, About 
how many may be the days of the years of thy 
life? And Jacob said unto Pharaoh, The days 
of the years of my pilgrimage are a hundred and 
thirty years : few and evil have the days of the 
years of my life been, and have not attained to the 
days of the years of the life of my fathers, in the 
days of their pilgrimage. And Jacob blessed Pha- 
raoh, and went out from the presence of Pharaoh. 
And Joseph settled his father and his brethren, and 
gave them a possession in the land of Egypt — ^in the 
best of the land, in the land of Rameses, as Pha- 
raoh had commanded. And Joseph nourished his 
father, and his brethren, and all his father's house- 
hold, with bread, according to their families. 

Thus Israel dwelt in the land of Egypt, in the 
country of Goshen, and they had possessions 
therein, and increased and multiplied exceedingly. 
And Jacob lived in the land of Egypt seventeen 
years : so the whole age of Jacob was a hundred 
and forty-seven years. And the time drew nigh 
that Israel must die. And ho called for his son 
.Joseph, and said to bim, Ff now I have found 
favour in thy sight, put now tliy hand under my 
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tliigli,* and do to me kindness and truth ; bury 
me not, I pray thee, in Egypt ; but I will lie wilJi 
my fathers, and thou shalt carry me out of Egypt, 
and bury me in their burying place. And he said, 
I will do according to thy word. And he said, 
Swear to me ; and he swore to him. And Israel 
worshipped God upon the bed*s head. 

After these things it was told Joseph, Behold, 
thy father is sick: and taking with him his two 
sons, Manasseh and Ephraim, he went to Jacob* 
And one told Jacob, saying, Behold, thy son Jo- 
seph Cometh to thee ; and Israel strengthened him- 
self, and sat upon the bed. And Jacob said unto 
Joseph, God Almighty appeared to me at Luz, in 
the land of Canaan, and blessed me, and said unto 
me. Behold, I will make thee fruitful, and multi- 
ply thee, and I will make of thee a multitude of 
people : and I will give this land to thy seed after 
thee, for an everlasting possession. And now thy 
two sons, Ephraim and Manasseh, who were 
horn to thee in the land of Egypt, before I came 
unto thee in Egypt, are mine; as Reuben and 
Simeon, they shall be mine;t and thy children 
whom thou shalt have after them, shall be thine> 
and shall be called after the name of their brethren 
in their inheritance. For when 1 came from Padan 
[or Mesopotamia] Rachel, thy mother, died by me 
in the land of Canaan, during the journey, when 
yet there was but a little way to come to Ephrata: 
and I buried her there, in the way of Ephrata ; 
(the same is now Bethlehem.) And Israel beheld 

* This was a ceremony observed in those times ; and its 
use was to make Joseph's promise more solemn. 

f Shall be mine. — The arrangement here intimated was 
that Ephraim and Manasseh should be placed on the foot- 
ing of Jacob's own sons, being heads of tribes, so that Jo- 
w'ph should have two tribes descended from him, instead 
of one, like the rest of his brethren. Any other children 
whom Joseph might have afterwards, were to be considered as 
belonging to one or other of the tribes of Ephraim of 
Xlanassen. 
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Josepli's sorts, and said, Who are these? And Jo* 
Beph said to his father, They a-re my Sons, whom 
God hath given me in this place. And he said, Bring 
them, I pray thee, mito me, and I will bless them. 

Now the eyes of Israel were heavy, through 
age, so that he could not see clearly. And he 
brought them near to liim ; and he lossed them, 
and embraced tliem. And Israel said to Joseph, 
I did not expect ever to see thy face: and lol 
God hatli shewed me also thy seed. And Joseph 
brought them out from between his [father's] knees, 
and he bowed himself, with his face to the earth. 
And Joseph took them both, Ephraim in his right 
hand, toward IsraeFs left hand, and Manasseh 
in his left hand, toward Israel's right hand, and 
brought them near to him. And Israel stretched 
out his right hand, and laid it upon the head 
of Ephraim, although he was the younger, and 
his left hand upon Manasseh's head (intentionalH 
80 directing his hands) although Manasseh was 
the first-born. And he blessed Joseph, and said, 
God, before whom Abraham and Isaac, my fathers, 
walked, the God who hath tended mo aU my life 
long, until this day — the angel that hath redeemed' 
me from every evil, bless the youths; and let 
my name be named on them, and the name of 
my father Abraham and Isaac ; and may they in^ 
crease into a miUtitude, in the midst of the eaith. 

And when Joseph saw that his father laid his 
right hand upon the head of Ephraim, it dis- 
pleased him, and he took hold of the hand of his 
father, to remove it from the head of Ephraim to 
the head of Manasseh. And Joseph said to his 
father, Not so, my father, for this is the first-bom ; 
put thy right hand upon his head. And his father 
refused, and said, I know it, my son, I Know it ; 
he also shall become a people, and he also shall 
be great : but truly his younger brother shall be 
greater than he, and his seed shall be the fulness 
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of nations. And lie blessed them that day, say- 
ing, From thee wiU Israel bless, saying, God 
make thee as Ephraim, and as Manasseh. So 
he set Ephraim before Manasseh. 

And Israel said to Joseph, Behold, I am dying : 
but God shall be with you, and bring you again 
into the land of your fathers. Moreover, I give 
to thee one portion above thy brethren, which I 
took out of the hand of the Amorite with my 
sword and with my bow. 

WORDS, &C. TO BE EXPUklNBD EN LESSON XXEX. 

Residence, Sojourn, Nigh, 

Occupation, Activity, Inheritance, 

Abomination, Attained, Intentionally, 

Moreover Pilgrimage, Portion. 

QUESTIONS ON LESSOM XXTX. 

Where did Israel remove to ? 

What did he do there ? 

What did Grod say to him in a dream ? 

Who were with Jacob when he went to Egypt ? 

How many were there ? 

Who went to tell Joseph of his father's arrival ? 

What did Jacob say when he had seen Joseph ? 

AVhat did Joseph tell his brethren to say to Pharaoh ? 

How many of his brethren did Joseph present to Pharaoh ? 

What question did he put to them ? 

^V^lat was their answer ? 

What did Jacob do to Pharaoh when he was presented to 
bim? 

What question did Pharaoh put to Jacob ? 

\Vhat was his answer ? 

In what part of the land of Egypt were the Israelites 
settled? 

How long did Jacob live m the land of Egypt ? 

What request did Jacob make to Joseph when the time 
of his death drew near ? 

Whom did Joseph take with him when he went to visit 
his dying father ? 

What did Jacob say to Joseph? 

How did Joseph place his two sons when his father waa 
about to bless them ? 

How did Jacob place his hands P 

Why did he do so ? 

What was Joseph to have more than hb brethrwj f 
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LESSON XXX. 

Jacob Tvaving blessed, his sons, dies. — Joseph car- 
ries his body to the land of Canaan, and buries 
it there. — Joseph gives commandment ccncernr 
ing his bones, and dies. 

B. C. 1689. 

FROM GENESIS XLIX. AND L. 

And Jacob called his sons, saying, Gather 
yourselves together, that I may tell you the things 
that shall befal you in the kst days. And he 
blessed them every one, according to his blessing 
he blessed them. [In blessing Judah he foretold lb© 
coming of the Redeemer, saying : — 

The sceptre shall not depart from Judah, 
Nor a ruler from his posterity. 
Till he come to whom it belongs,* 
And to him shall the nations be obedient.] 

And he charged them, saying to them, I am to 
be gathered to my people; bury me with my 
fathers, in the cave that is in th^ field of Ephron 
the Hittite — ^in the cave that is in the field of 
Machpelah, which is before Mann*e, in the land of 
Canaan, which Abraham bought together ynih the 
field of Ephron the Hittite, for a possession of a 
bur}dng-place. There they buried Abraham and 
Sarah his wife, there they buried Isaac and lle- 
bekah his wife, and there I buried Leah. The 
field and the cave in it were a piu-chase from the 
children of Heth. 

And when Jacob had made an end of charging 

* To whom it (the sceptre) helonys — Jacob here foretold 
that the sceptre or royal authority, should be in Judah, and 
that kin^s should continue in that tribe till the Lord Jesus 
Christ, the King of kings, and Lord of lords, should come. 

He to whom it belongs In the authorized version the 

Hebrew word is given as a proper name, Shiloh : and there 
has been much dfeculty in expMning it as a name. The an- 
cient versions translate the word, giving the sense as above* 
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his sons, he gathered up his feet into tho bed, and 
expired, and he was gathered to his people. And 
Joseph fell upon his father's face, and wept upon 
him, and kissed him. And Joseph commanded 
his servants the physicians to embalm his father ; 
and the physicians embalmed Israel. And forty 
days were fulfilled for him, for so are fulfilled the 
days of those who are embalmed ; and the Egyp- 
tians mourned for him seventy days.* And when 
the days of his mourning were passed, Joseph spoke 
to the household of Pharaoh,t saying, If now I 
have found favour in your eyes, speak, I pray you, 
in the eai-s of Pharaoh, My father made me swear 
to him, saying, Lo, 1 am dying: in my grave 
which I have digged for me in the land of Canaan, 
there shalt thou bury me. Now, therefore, let rae 
go up, I pray thee, and bury my father, and I 
will come again. And Pharaoh said, Go up and 
bury thy father, according as he made thee swear. 
And Joseph went up to bury his father : and with 
him went up all the servants of Pharaoh, the 
ehlers of his house, and all the elders of the land 
of Egypt. And all the household of Joseph, and 
liis brethren, and his father's household, only their 
little ones, and their flocks, and their herds, they 
left in the land of Goshen. And there went up 
with him chariots and horsemen ; and it was a very 

* Forty days for emhalminyy seventy of mourning. — It is a 
singular confirmation of the extreme accuracy of the Scrip- 
ture narrative, that ancient histurians of hgypt mention 
that the time of mourning among that people was, while the 
body was with the embalmers, which was seventy days; that 
durmg thirty days of that time, it lay in nitre, and that the 
remaining /or <;y days were employed in anointing it with gums 
and spices to preserve it, which wsis properly the embalming. 
Many of these embalmed bodies, now called mummies, re- 
main in Egypt till the present day. 

f Joseph spoke to the household of PAaraoA.— Joseph could 
not approach Pharaoh because he was mourning for hid 
father ; and therefore he made application to him throujj^ 
Mme member of his householfL 
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great host. And they came to the threshing- 
floor of Atad, which is situated heyond Jordan, 
and there they mourned with a great and very 
grievous lamentation; for Joseph there made a 
nK>nrmng of seven days for his father. And when 
the inhabitants of the land, the Canaanites, saw 
the mourning in the floor of Atad, they said, This 
is a gi-eat mourning to the Egyjjtians. And, there- 
fore, the name of it was called Abel-Mizraim, 
(the mourning of the Egyptians) which is beyond 
Jordan. And the sons [of Jacob] did unto hun as 
he commanded them ; for his sons carried him into 
the laud of Canaan, and buried him in the cave 
of the field of Machpelah, which Abraham had 
bought together witli the field for a possession of a 
burying-place of E])hron the Ilittite, over against 
Mamre. And Joseph returned into Egypt, he, 
and his brethren, and aU that went up with him 
to bury his fatlier, after he had buried his father. 

And Joseph's brethren were afraid because 
their father was dead, for they said, perhaps, 
Joseph will hate us, and will certainly requite us 
all the evil which we did to him. And they sent 
a messenger unto Joseph, saying. Thy father did 
command befoije he died,* saying, So shall yfe 
say unto Joseph, forgive, I pray thee now, the 
crime of thy brethren, and their sin, though they 
did evil unto thee : and now we pray thee forgive 
the crime of the servants of the God of thy fistther. 
And Joseph wept when they spoke to him. And 
his brethren also Came to hmi and fell down 
before his face: and they said, Behold, we are 
thy servants. And Joseph said to them, Fear not : 

* Thy father did command^ ^c — It is veiT probable that 
Jacob gave such advice before his dealli. His sons would 
naturally express their apprehensions when they saw thdt 



he was dying, and he would as naturally direct them td lisfe 
his name in begging of Joseph to forgive them. The trans- 
action strongly marks the terrors wUch a guilty conscience 
oocasions. 
0. T — ^No. 1. B r^ T 
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am I in the place of God ? Ye indeed contrived 
evil against me ; but God contrived it for good, 
to bring to pass, as it is this day, to preserve alive 
many people. Now, therefore, fear ye not : I will 
nourish you, and your children. And he com- 
forted them, and spoke kindly to them. 

And Joseph dwelt in Egvpt, he, and his father's 
household. And Joseph hved a hundred and ten 
years. And Joseph saw Ephraim's children of the 
third generation. The children also of Machir, the 
son of Manasseh, were born in the days of Joseph. 

And Joseph said to his brethren, 1 am dying, 
and God will surely visit you, and bring you out 
of this land, into the land which he secured by an 
oath, to Abraham, and to Isaac, and to Jacob. 
And Joseph made the sons of Israel swear to him, 
saying, God will surely visit you, and ye shall 
carry up my bones from this place. So Joseph 
died, being a hundred and ten years old : and they 
embalmed him, and he was put in a coffin in 
Egypt. 

[ITiis history of Joseph and his brethren is thus summed 
up in the Acts of the Apostles : — ] 

And the Patriarchs, moved with envy, sold 
Joseph into Egypt, but God was with him, and 
delivered him out of all his afflictions, and gave him 
favour and vtdsdom in the sight of Pharaoh king 
of Egypt, and he appointed him governor over aU 
Egypt, and over aU his house. Now there came 
a famine upon all Egypt and Canaan, and great 
tribulation, and our fethers found no food. But 
when Jacob heard that there was com in Egypt, 
he sent our fathers first : and at the second time 
Joseph was made known to his brethren : and 
Joseph's kindred became knovm to Pharaoh. 
Then Joseph sent and called his father Jacob to 
him, and aU his kindred, seventy-five souls.* So 

* Seventy-fivt mouIs, — See note on page 121. 

Digitized byVjOOQlC 



131 

Jacob went down into Egypt and died, he, and 
our fathers, and were carried over into Sjchem, 
and laid in the sepulchre that Abraham bought 
for a sum of money, of the sons of Hamor, the 
father of Sychem. Acts vii. 9 — 16. 

[St. Paul thus speaks of Abraham and his descendants 
to whom the promises were made : — ] 

These all died according to faith, not having 
received the promises, but beholding them afar oft*, 
and being persuaded of them, and embracing them, 
and confessing that they were strangers and pil- 
grims on the earth. For they that say these 
things make it manifest that they seek a country. 
And truly if they had been mindful of that from 
whence they came out, they might have had op- 
portunity to return ; but now* they desire a better, 
that is to say, a heavenly country. Therefore God 
is not ashamed to be called their God, for he hath 
prepared for them a city. Heb. xi. 13 — 16. 

By faith Joseph, when he was dying, made 
mention of the departing of the children of Israel, 
and gave commandment concerning his bones 
Heb. xi. 22. 



[hymn of praise to god P8AI.M CXLVl.fJ 

Haltjsluiah, Praise the Lord, O my soul ; 

While I live I will praise the Lord, 

I will sing to my God while I have being. 

Put not your trust in princes, 

Nor in man, with whom is no salvation. 

His spirit departeth — he returneth to his earth ; 

In that very day his designs perish. 

Blessed is he who hath the God of Jacob for his helper. 

Whose hope is in the Lord his God : 

Who made heaven and earth. 

The sea and all that is in them ; 

Who keepeth truth for ever, 

Who execute th judgment for the oppressed. 

Who giveth food to the hungry. 



• Abw, i. e. So acting as is described 
t Psa. cxlv. — ^Douay version. 
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The Lord looseth them that are bound ; 
The Lord openoth the eyes of the blind ; 
The Lord lifteth up them that are bowed down ; 
The Lord loveth the just; 
The Lord preserveth the strangers ; 
lie will support the fatherless and the widow ; 
But the way of the wicked he turneth upside down. 
The Lord shall reign for ever, 

Even thy God, O Zion, from generation to general ion. 
Halleluiah. 



WOBI>S, &€. TO B£ EXPLuilNfiD IN LESSON XXX. 

Befal, Charging, Bring to pass. 

Last days, -Expired, Tribulation, 

Redeemer, Embalm, Oppre8se<l, 

Sceptre, Threshing-floor, Pilgi'ims, 

Gathered to my Grievous, Generation, 

people, Requite, Souls. 

Purchase, Contrived. 

QUESTIONS ON LESSON XXX. 

Fob what purpose did Jacob call his sons together ? 

What is remarkable in the blessing of J udah ? 

Where did he command them to bury him ? 

What did Joseph command the physicians to do? 

How long did the^ mourn for Jacob in Egypt ? 

When the mournmg was over, what request did Joseph 
make to Pharaoh ? 

Who went with Joseph to the land :>f Canaan ? 

Where did they mourn in Canaan ? 

How long did ihey mourn ? 

'W^at name did the Canaanites give Llie place en aoeoutit 
oi this mourning P 

Why were Josc{>h*s brethren afraid when thiiy saw that 
their father was dead ? 

What message did they send to Joseph ? 

What was Josepli's answer ? 

How long did Joseph live ? 

Wliat did Joseph say to hib brethren, when about to die F 
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